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Like a Non-Internee, or Somewhat Like That:
Life Story of a Hansen’s Disease Ex-patient

Yasunori FUKUOKA & Yui KIKUCHI

We met Mr. A who was recovered from Hansen’s disease at the New
Year meeting of Aoba no Kai (Kanto Area Association of the Released
from Hansen’s Disease Facility) in January 12, 2015 for the first time.
At that time, we had a brief talk and he told us that he recently tried to
enter Tama-Zenshoen, Hansen’s disease sanatorium in Tokyo with his
dog but was told that he couldn’t have a dog in the facility.

We visited his home and had an interview in February 16, 2015.
Interviewers were Yasunori Fukuoka and Yui Kikuchi. Ms. Toshiko
Naito who came from Heart Counseling Center seated in the interview.
While interviewing, his dog, a dachshund, which caused the trouble
between him and the facility played around us.

Mr. A’s first word at the interview was, “Actually I had never entered
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Zenshoen. I was only hospitalized there. 1 said to a doctor of the
University of Tokyo Hospital, ‘I’ll kill myself if you send me to that
kind of Hansen’s disease facility.” Then, the doctor told me, ‘Currently
good medicine of the disease is released and you don’t need to enter the
facility if you regularly have medicine on time.” Thus I used to be
hospitalized in Zenshdoen only when my health condition was really
down.” He also added that he did not have a room in the facility
dormitory because he was released from the facility as soon as he got
recovered and attended the University of Tokyo Hospital to continue to
take care of his symptoms.

Mr. A’s birth date on his family registration record is in January, 1934.
He was 81 years old at the moment of the interview. He was born to a
poor family living in a mountain village in the north side of Kyoto
Prefecture. He became apprentice of a carpenter when he was 13 years
old. He got the Hansen’s disease symptom when he was 22 years old as
working as a carpenter in Tokyo. At the beginning, he got diagnose at a
neighbor clinic but 2 months later was sent to the University of Tokyo
Hospital. Then he began to regularly attend the hospital to take care of
the symptom from 1956. And now, he is receiving the allowance from
the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare for those who are released
from Hansen’s disease facility.

Mr. A’s experience of “Like a Non-Internee, or Somewhat Like That”
is a contrast from the story of Mr. Masahiko Inaba (his alias in the
Hansen’s disease facility), “I Could Not Work Because the Doctor Told
Me that I Need to Attend the Hospital Every Second Day for Medicines”
(Vol. 12 of this journal).

Mr. Inaba was born in 1934, the same age of Mr. A. Mr. Inaba was
sent to Kikuchi-Keiftien, Hansen’s disease Sanatorium in Kumamoto in
1965 even 9 years later than Mr. A’s experience. Mr. Inaba was told that
he had to attend the hospital for medicines every second day by Osaka
University Hospital. Consequently, he lost his job and got divorced.
Then, he was sent to the facility to live there in his life time. However,
9 years earlier, the University of Tokyo Hospital told Mr. A that he only
needed to attend the hospital once in a week to receive medicines. Thus
he could keep his job as a carpenter and the relationship with his
common-law wife.

Mr. A’s case fully reveals the irrationalities of the Segregation Policy.

I once judged that the doctor’s decision at Osaka University Hospital
was somewhat inevitable due to the restrictions of the times when I first
heard Mr. Inaba’s story. However, after I compared Mr. Inaba’s case
with Mr. A’s, I realized that my judgment on the decision of the doctor
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in Osaka University Hospital would be wrong because there was the
doctor who let Mr. A keep his job while attending the hospital even 9
years earlier.

Mr. A was lucky. However, Mr. A could not avoid the wave of
Segregation Policy and the Movement of Hansen’s Disease Free
Prefecture. That is to say, he was not fully free from the spider web of
the discrimination on Hansen’s disease. He had to ask his common-law
wife to have abortion because he believed that Hansen’s disease was
hereditary. Even more he is deeply scared of the possibility that his
neighbor would be aware of Mr. A’s Hansen’s disease history when he
could not take care of himself for his age.

Keywords: Hansen’s disease, outpatient treatment, life story
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