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Kept Raising the Flag of Anti-Conservatism:
Interview at Kikuchi-Keifiien, a Hansen’s Disease Facility

Yasunori FUKUOKA & Ai KUROSAKA

This is the life story of a man in his 80s who is living in
Kikuchi-Keifiien, a Hansen’s disease facility.

Mr. Jiro Choshu (his pen name in the Hansen’s disease facility) was
born in Yamaguchi Prefecture in 1927. His Hansen’s disease symptom
began when he was 4th grade of a commercial school. On August 13,
1943, his two uncles (one was the father side and the other was mother
side) brought him to Kikuchi-Keiften in Kumamoto Prefecture.

The interview was held in the interviewee’s dormitory room on July
9, 2011. It was a long interview which took 4 and a half hours.
Interviewers were Yasunori Fukuoka and Ai Kurosaka. The interviewee
was 84 years old at the moment of the interview.

His life story can be categorized by 3 big themes. The first one is the
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memory with his mother and hometown. Since Mr. Choshu lost his
father when he was young, he has had a strong bond with his mother. In
the moment of farewell at Ogori station, Mr. Choshu handed his student
commuter pass that he would not use any longer to his mother, and she
carefully received it with her handkerchief. He reminded that sad
moment with tearful voice. His relatives made up the story of Mr.
Choshu’s birth that he was the child born outside of marriage, the affair
between his father and a show girl, because his sister was about to
marry a man who would succeed Mr. Choshu’s household. They
fabricated this story to hide family history of Hansen’s disease and
banned Mr. Choshu to visit hometown. In fact, Mr. Choshu had visited
hometown only one time in 1947 even in the nighttime not to be seen
by other people. After the Segregation Policy was abolished in 1996,
the Yamaguchi Prefecture helped the Hansen’s disease ex-patients come
back home and Mr. Choshu had a chance to visit his mother. However
it was at a public park, not his family house. Next year, his mother
passed away at the age of 100, but Mr. Choshu received the notice 7
days later. Every year, he visits the hometown and always looks over
his family house from 100 meters away in a taxi.

The second theme of his life story is his criticism on the poor
treatment at Kikuchi-Keifuen. He entered the facility in 1943 when the
war was going on. Until Japan was defeated 2 years later, he became
the subject of the clinical test for the medicine Koha that the Japanese
imperial army requested to the facility. This medicine caused a deadly
gastro spasm once a month. Promin, developed as the wonder-drug for
Hansen’s disease after the war, also gave him several aftereffects. He
got heavy neuralgia and hand descensus. Even more, he did not have
proper treatment for iris inflammation, one of the characteristic
complications of Hansen’s disease, because Kikuchi-Keiftien did not
have an ophthalmologist. Consequently, his iris inflammation was
developed to cataract. Currently he is serving as the representative of
the Cataract Patients Group in Kikuchi-Keiftuen. In 1948, he got
married to a woman whom he met in the facility. His wife got pregnant
and was forced to have an abortion. Mr. Choshu also had a sterilization
surgery. He told these experiences in tearful voice.

The last theme is his face as the oldest champion of Social
Democratic Party of Japan, still raising the flag of anti-conservatism.
According to his mention, the residents’ association of Kikuchi-Keiftien
had two characters: a company union and a mutual aid for the residents.
However, it became conservative as the residents with military service
experience and benefits for disabled soldiers increased. Against this
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tendency, Mr. Choshu and other young people raised the flag of
anti-conservatism under the leadership of Shigefumi Masu, and built
the Kikuchi-Keiftien branch of the Social Democratic Party of Japan.
At the maximum, this branch once had over 100 members. They
participated in fighting for necessity allowance and also in the ‘Sending
Doctors and Nurses to Us’ movement, visiting Tokyo to appeal to the
Government. At that time there was no airport or Shinkansen, so they
had to endure long distance train trips. At the time of this interview, Mr.
Choshu worried about the future of the administration of the residents’
association. He had kept his service as the board member and devoted
himself to the administration since 1961. Fortunately, the association is
still functioning properly thanks to the effort of senior board members.
On February 1 and 2, 2015, the interviewers read the interview script
in front of Mr. Choshu to get his affirmation. We practiced the
follow-up interview as well.
Key words: Hansen’s disease, Segregation Policy, life story
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