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The Suffering of a Man Whose Mother Was a Hansen’s

Disease Ex-patient and Had Never Been in the Sanatorium:
Opinion Letter to the Matsue Branch of Hiroshima High Court

Yasunori FUKUOKA

In 9th September 2015, there was a judgement at Tottori District Court.
It was the ruling for a man born in 1945 to a woman who had Hansen’s
disease but did not enter a sanatorium for her life time. He solely filed the
case against the Government to demand the compensation. That day, |
stayed for the research at Losheng Sanatorium in the suburban area of Taipei
and heard the news of the judgement there.

The court ruled that in general the Government is responsible for the
distinct loss of the families of those affected by Hansen’s disease patients.
However, it did not recognize the plaintiff’s individual loss as the family of
a Hansen’s disease patient. It was an unfair judgement lack of rational and
acceptable logics.

As a matter of fact, we have interviewed Mr. T.M., the plaintiff of this
case for two days to hear his life story at his home in Hokuei Town in Tottori
Prefecture in December 2006. The research note, “A Son of an Un-
institutionalized Patient during the Era of the Leprosy Prevention Law: An
Interview Concerning Issues over Hansen’s Disease” published on the Vol.
7 (March, 2010) of this bulletin deals with his story. The lawyer advocating
Mr. T.M. submitted this research note as the evidence No. 30 for the plaintiff.
Thus, it was natural for me to be interested in the result of this lawsuit.

| carefully read the decision and found, as a sociologist who has
researched discrimination and human rights issues, several logical collapses
which cannot be ignored. After I sent the document of my critical opinion
on the decision to the lawyer, he asked me another request to write an
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opinion letter for the appellate court which will be held at the Matsue Branch
of Hiroshima High Court.

In addition, | decided to publish my opinion letter on this bulletin to
inform the people about this lawsuit as many as possible.

| had to revise the style of the letter when | submitted it to the Matsue
Branch of Hiroshima High Court in October 2016, since the lawyer told me
that my original letter was quite informal and emotional, and that it was not
suitable for court reading.

However, | feel attachment to the original version of the letter because it
shows my rage, criticism, and satire on the judge of the original trial quite
well. Thus, the manuscript for the bulletin is based on the original version
with minimum revise.

Keywords: Leprosy Segregation Policy, un-institutionalized patient,
lawsuit for the families of those affected by Hansen’s disease, opinion letter
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