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A study about the role of improvisation during the working process as to

make a contemporary dance piece

—From the case of a choreographer from Israel—
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A study about the role of improvisation during the working
process as to make a contemporary dance piece

-From the case of a choreographer from Israel-

Keywords . improvisation, creation, contemporary dance

Hidemi Soma and Eriko Hosokawa

The theme of this study was to consider what kinds of roles using improvisation during the

working process of choreography perform. We picked up a piece named [Words Apart] which

choreographed by Idit Herman, one of the leaders of Theater Clipa in Israel.

As aresult, the three points below were observed.

i

i

iii

:[Words Apart] was choreographed in the way of fusing together between contemporary dance

and theatrical style, which is characterized as highly concrete expressions/representations.
The characteristics of improvisation used during the working process of [Word Apart] were
the means of choreography of each scene, letting dancers get higher expressing/representing
skills and recognition of dancers’ metal and physical strength. The improvisations were
observed at key points of the creation. To experience improvisation exercises, dancers
became to learn not to be afraid of making mistakes, not to be a slave of common knowledge,
to cherish each moment in positive attitudes, to make much of each one’ s own personality
and ideas.

. the role of improvisation is to foster the abilities of [expressing one’ s own ideas clearly],

[accepting others and his/her intentions], [thinking in a logical way], which are important

qualities requisite for a creator, moreover, of a human being. Improvisation is a way of
expression/representation leading performing artists to become and recognize one’ s’ true
colors, which is the concept necessarily used in creating contemporary performing arts works
including dance and theater.
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