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Developmental patterns of English proficiency in the case of
Japanese junior high school students
—seen through their compositions

Ken O1kawa, Miyuki MrtoMmi, Tomohisa ARAT
Avyu MARrul and Isao YOKOSUKA

The purpose of the present research is to investigate developmental patterns of English
proficiency of Japanese junior high school students. A writing task was assigned to a group of
students to collect data for the analyses. The results show that whereas there were improvements
between the first year and second year students in terms of 1) amount of vocabulary, 2)
complexity, and 3) amount of locél errors, between the second and the third year students, there
was improvement in terms of 4 ) global errors. Several educational implications are discussed
after the analyses.
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