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Educational impact of differences in class size on students
in science classes
— A Study of classroom conditions through the 2006 MEXT

teacher-student ratio research project —

Toshiaki Oor and Yoko SHIMURA
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In 2006 Saitama University Faculty of Education Junior High School received funding from the
Ministry of Education Culture Sports Science and Technology (MEXT) through the ministry’s
teacher-student ratio research project. In this study a survey was conducted to ascertain the effect
of class size on students in science classes and the data were then analyzed with the aim of
distilling educational implications for classes of varying sizes. The results indicate that by taking
advantage of the strengths unique to each class’s size and improving observation- and experiment-
focused curriculum it may be possible for students to learn more effectively than in traditionally-

sized classes.
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