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The History of the Use of Indoor Shoes in School Life

Tomomi YOSHIDA and Miho KAWAMURA

Keywords . Indoor Shoes, School Life

The aim of this study is to explain the historical change of indoor shoes and their role in school
life.
Three points were used in researching about indoor shoes, because there have been no
previous studies.
(1) Explaining how the use of indoor shoes was influenced by the architecture of the school
buildings from the Meiji era to the present, paying special attention to the school entrance.
(2) Researching the use of indoor shoes using pictures of Saitama womens’ teacher’s school.
(3) Taking a questionnaire for people above 50 about indoor shoes in their schooldays and
explaining the role of the shoes.
Japanese students have been removing their shoes at the school entrance for 130 years, from
when the educational system started to the present.
The custom of removing shoes at the school entrance, putting them into boxes, and changing
into indoor shoes first appeared during the Taisho era. This custom originates from everyday life in

Japan and was used as a teaching tool.
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