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Wall Displays in Preschool Classrooms 1:
A Survey of Nursery School and Kindergarten Educators

Yuri HATANO, Naoto YAMANE and Izumi ODAKURA

Keywords : wall display, kindergarten, preschool, environment, educators

Hekimenkousel , or hekimensoushoku , refers to the creation of displays which adorn preschool
classroom walls, and may include material created by the children or their teachers. Although such
displays have long been a familiar element in the preschool environment, serious research
examining their purpose and effectiveness has been rare. In this study, a group of preschool and
kindergarten teachers were surveyed according to various aspects of hekimensoushoku. Based on
their responses, a thorough examination of the qualities and effectiveness of these displays was
conducted.

Many subjects noted that as a vital environmental feature, wall displays contribute uniquely to
the atmosphere of the preschool classroom, and that the quality of their color, layout, and
construction all contribute to their effectiveness. At the same time, a great number of those
surveyed admitted that due to time and budgetary limits, they often rely at least partially on ready-
made visual material from educational publications and other sources to create attractive displays.
However, building the displays together with and incorporating material made by the children into
the displays, they felt, provided the children with valuable creative and evaluative experiences.
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