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Principles of Violin Instruction at
Teacher’s Training Colleges and Departments

— Taking cues from the activity record of “String Instrument Seminar” —

Makoto ITO

Keywords . violin, development of teaching materials, in-class implementation,
instrumental performance instruction, teacher training

This paper focuses on the instructional process and the development of teaching materials for
beginning violin classes through the implementation of a string instrument seminar taught by the
author. Violin techniques for both the left hand (mainly the production of pitches in first position)
and right hand (articulation, volume, and timbre manipulation) are surprisingly difficult for
beginners.

The seminar is taught each year and has two main objectives. The first is to give the students
a basic introduction to the features of string instruments. However, since the scope of what can be
learned in more than 10 (90-minute classes) is limited, the main purpose of the seminar is not to
improve violin playing proficiency. The aim is to achieve classes grounded in ensemble activities
while using educational materials suitable for beginners, including pieces that employ modal
harmonic elements and many intricate rhythms in lively tempos requiring active bow work. The
other (perhaps more important) goal is to instill in students a respect for musical instruments.
While there are other instruments that, like the violin, are difficult to master, there are also
instruments — for example, certain percussion instruments — that use relatively simple
movements, such as striking, shaking, or scraping, to create music. However, in many cases,
studying the performance methods of a single instrument in depth — even seemingly simplistic
ones — will bring to light hidden levels of subtle performance techniques. Someday, after
becoming teachers, music students will be required to teach instruments with which they are not
very familiar. Rather than treating such unfamiliar instruments lightly just because they seem (at
first glance) relatively easy to use, we want students to acquire a more cautious attitude from this
class by studying the violin.

Although the famous Suzuki method and many other violin tutorials and method books have
already been published, examples of previous work in the group learning forum of school education
are scarce. In aiming to improve students’ performance abilities, we will analyze recordings of
students playing the violin and implement in-class self-evaluations in order to develop meaningful

results through cross-tabulation and factor analysis.





