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On the Normative Features of Folk culture in Urban Festival
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Abstract

Purpose — The main purpose of this article is to discuss cultural norms in the process of
handing down traditional folk music. In doing so, I focus on learning what successors of the tradi-
tion think about the orthodoxy of their music and what they think is the ideal way to pass down
cultural heritage. In addition, considering that cultural norms are socially constructed in the mo-
ment, it should be also examined what leads people to have such notions.

Design/methodology/approach — To achieve these purposes, I look at practices of handing
down traditional folk music in Japan, developing five case studies of various ohayashi. I also ana-
lyze Yosakoi, which is modernly arranged local folk music that is widely spread across the country
in the form of community festivals.

Findings — The successors of traditions tend to consider tracing the roots of their music as an
obligation. On the other hand, in the case of music with no exact origin, its successors seek to find
their identities by learning lessons from local anonymous ancestor. Meanwhile, there are people
who consider its economic value as a raison d’étre for traditional music.

Originality/value of power — What gives originality to this chapter is that I adopt an ap-
proach, employing regional and urban sociology methods, of comparing the characteristics of the
regions in which local folk music is based. Along with perspectives on macro social changes and
the principle of music group formation, I also discuss the transformation of expertise in folk cul-
ture associated with the rise of institutional reflexivity.

Key Words: Urban Festival, Traditional Culture, Normative Feature
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