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Abstract

The subject of “nurturing living things” in the technology and home economics curricula was
made compulsory for students in junior high schools. Although activities that allow the experience
of nurturing plants have been carried out in elementary schools to develop student readiness to
nurture living things, they have not been organized with the inclusion of cultivation learning in ju-
nior high schools. To grasp the current conditions of plant nurturing in elementary schools, a ques-
tionnaire was distributed to elementary school teachers in Saitama Prefecture. The results showed
that more than 50% of teachers felt uneasy about teaching this subject due to current problems sur-
rounding the learning of plant nurturing. In particular, inadequate preparation time and a lack of a
specialized knowledge of cultivation, including such topics as replant failure or healthy soil, were
shown to be significant problems for teachers.

Key Words: plant nurturing, elementary school, current problems, teacher knowledge, question-

naire
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