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The Educational Policy for Foreign Residents in Japan
and the Issues of the Education of Foreign Students

ISODA, Mitsuko

Faculity of Education, Saitama University

Abstract

The number of foreign students is increasing in Japanese public schools. Therefore, teachers
are expected to help students respect diverse ethnic cultures and histories, and make good relation-
ships with another ethnic groups. From the 1970s until the present, local school districts in Japan
have formulated various documents with the title The Educational Policy for a Foreign Resident in
Japan (hereafter “the Policy”) as guidelines for realizing these goals. The aim of this paper is to in-
vestigate two topics. The first is to clarify the concept of foreign student education by means of
analyzing the Policy. The subject of investigation focuses on 78 local government policies which
were enacted after 1970. The second is to suggest issues and possibilities for curriculum design
which adopt the concept of foreign student education. In order to discuss the second topic, I ana-
lyzed Kyoto City Teaching Plan (from grade 1 to 6) as an example of one school district that has
accepted the concept of the foreign student education. The analysis of Kyoto City Teaching Plan
(from grade 1 to 6) has been based on the theories of J. A. Banks (2013). The following two points
have resulted from this paper: (1) the Policy places stress on the goal of eliminating from discrimi-
nation and prejudice against foreign students, forming ethnic identity of foreign students, and en-
couraging both Japanese and foreign student to engage in international understanding and interac-
tion. (2) Based on theories of J. A. Banks, Kyoto City Teaching Plan (from 1 to 6) can be classified
as the “contribution approach” by which students learn about ethnic heroes/heroines, and the ““ad-
ditive approach” which adds ethnic culture and history to dominant culture. In curricular develop-
ment as accepting the concept of the Policy in the future, it is necessary not only to teach ethnic
heroes/heroines, culture and history, but also to help students develop the critical thinking skills to

recognize ethnic discrimination and prejudice, and consider ways to solve these problem.

Keywords: Educational Policy for Foreign Residents in Japan, education of foreign students,

Zainichi Koreans
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