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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to elucidate the arrival of previous studies on siblings of children
with disabilities in Japan.

At first, we outline the studies on parents of children with disabilities. The home environment
including parents’ disability acceptance and rearing attitudes have been pointed as one of the big-
gest causes by that siblings face difficulties.

Next, we focus on the studies about siblings of children with disabilities with about 20 years
history following studies above. We can find new trends to understand diversities of each sibling,
focus on developmental disabilities and qualitative research, in a few years.

The sibling supports have been started in 1960’s. Based on related studies, the flexible sup-
ports beyond strengthening friendships are also necessary.

From now on, it is important to gather basic information of sibling support organizations and

investigate the real situations including opinions from staffs in practices for enhancing supports.

Keywords: siblings of children with disabilities, parents of children with disabilities, sibling sup-

port
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