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A Consideration on Anthropology as a Principal of
Early Childhood Education and care:

An Interpretation of the philosophy of “Humanitude”
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Faculty of Education, Saitama University

Abstract

“Humanitude” is a French-origin care method for dementia patients, developed by Gineste
and Marescotti. This method has 4 pillars of the methodology; how to look,talk,touch and stand
up. To look, to talk, to touch are basic care act, and to stand has a philosophical meaning; human
dignity and autonomy and has effects on skeletal muscles and circulatory system. There is a philo-
sophical approach about human being in the base of this methodology. Gineste and Marescotti had
sought the answer of the question about a “human” and had explored a methodology which shows
the respect to person’s dignity.

The philosophy of Humanitude has three viewpoints. The first is an anthropological consider-
ation, second is a consideration on social system and norms surrounding the caring for aged peo-
ple. And the third is a consideration from a physiological view. This paper investigated the anthro-
pological aspect of the philosophy of Humanitude.

The anthropological aspect of the Humanitude shows the world of dementia patients live and
feel, and teaches that what is same and what is different to us. This anthropological questioning
leads the methodology; how to show the respect to the patients and how to communicate with
these people. As the method of the Humanitude is based on this anthropology, we need to have an
anthropological consideration about human and a child in the childcare principal. It would be a ba-
sic principal for caregivers’ views on care and education, and their act for children. And then they

can embody the worth of early childhood education and care based on the child anthropology.

Keywords: Humanitude, anthropological consideration, childcare principal
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