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Abstract

The number of students who require Japanese language instruction has been growing nowa-
days. The purpose of this research was to clarify how home economics can serve for students with
non-Japanese cultural backgrounds or heritage and to create supporting data to develop concrete
education assistance. This research focused on the elementary school education as the first manda-
tory education.

Tokyo, Aichi, Kanagawa, Chiba and Saitama were selected as prefectures with the most stu-
dents with non-Japanese cultural backgrounds or heritage in Japan. Further, this research took the
cases of the elementary schools where they had unique efforts to support those students and inter-
viewed the teachers who had taught home economics.

As results, several helpful hints were found. They were based on flexible instruction of each
school in terms of Japanese instruction as the second language, home economics classes, and cul-
tural exchange. Learning from the hints, it is considered that home economics can undertake the
following three actions; collaboration with language learning activities, assessing those students’
comprehensive competency including hands-on activities in home economics, and offering educa-

tional moments where each student can respect his/her own culture comparing with other cultures.
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