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Influence of depopulation on children (overseas case) (1)

China » Yanbian Korean Autonomous Region Yaniji City
Case Study of “Away children” (Study 1) « Research Study (study 2)

ZHANG Lihua
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Faculty of Education, Saitama University

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to clarify the present situation where parents migrate overseas
or metropolitan areas leaving children at school age seeking economic income, and the influence
of parent’s absence on children through the eyes of the child (“Away child: child whose parent is
not living together”). We selected Yanji city of Youanbian Korean autonomous state in the north-
eastern part of China as research site. This is because the Korean people’s outflow due to “migra-
tion” has progressed remarkably, and the population is rapidly decreasing. The decrease in the total
population means that the number of residents in the area will decrease, resulting in the consolida-
tion and elimination of administrative agencies.

Also, the number of children is decreasing, and consolidation and elimination of elementary
school and junior high school progresses. In Japan too, depopulation of rural areas and intertwined
areas has expanded, it has long been pointed out the difficulty of maintaining administrative orga-
nizations and the difficulty of maintaining residents’ lives. The issue of “depopulation” of Yanji
city is in common with the “depopulation” problem of Japan in that population is concentrated in
urban areas in search of economic income. The declining birthrate and increasing aging population
in Japan will rapidly progress in the near future. How do we conceive the future of the lives of the
local community and residents and how to open up the perspective on chil-dren’s education?

We believe that the case of Yanji city will give suggestions on how we can resolve to these
problems. Large part of the parents live apart from children of school age for years due to “migrant
work”. The effect of this “separation” between parent and child on mental and psychological de-
velopment of children was clarified by interview. We discussed the results from the child’s devel-

opmental point of view.

Key words: Yonban Korean autonomous state, away child, parents’ migrant, depopulation, devel-

opment of child
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