
 
 

 
Problems of Survey Sampling: Obtaining Adequate Access 
to Information about Subjects from Local Government 
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The Mainichi Shimbun Newspaper annually conducts The Reading Survey in Japan to 
evaluate reading attitudes and behaviors. The subjects are chosen from the Residential 
Basic Book describing their personal details. Recently, it has become very difficult to 
access the residential book and copy the names and addresses of sample persons. This 
is because of the execution of two laws: Personal Information Protection Law that was 
executed in April 2005 and the Partial Revision of the Residential Basic Book Act that 
was executed in June 2006. The government is creating obstacles to accessing personal 
information, because of the increasing recognition of privacy since 2005. This article 
describes several variations of application procedures for accessing personal 
information and discusses how to further facilitate access to personal information. 
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