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In Japan, random digit dialing (RDD), a landline telephone survey method, is popular
because of being used for polls by news media. However, its effectiveness has recently
been questioned due to the rapid growth of the cell—phone only (CPO) population. In
this article, I summarize the characteristics of this population based on the results
collected from a 2013 mail survey conducted by Mainichi Newspapers and Saitama
University. The three primary characteristics of this population are as follows: (1)
Among all respondents, the CPO population comprises 13.9%; (2) a stereotypical CPO
respondent is in his or her twenties/thirties, is single, rents a home or apartment,
and is employed full-time; (3) the inclusion or exclusion of the CPO population has

no impact on RDD survey results.
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