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Deliberative Poll (DP) and Public Broadcasting Service:
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NHK, Nippon Hoso Kyokai(Japan Broadcasting Corporation), is Japan’s only public
broadcaster. As a public broadcaster funded by fees received from TV viewers, NHK is
expected to play a role in forming a sane public opinion by broadcasting of TV debate
programs. Deliberative poll (DP) is a new method of opinion poll in which randomly
chosen people discuss various topics. Many public broadcasting services in the world
have been making attempts to organize or sponsor DP and making TV programs.
Nevertheless, high cost has become a burden to public broadcasters and few can
continue to produce related programs. In 2012, the Democratic Party of Japan
administration conducted a DP about energy, especially focusing on atomic power
plants. However, the DP was criticized from various quarters, and it has never been
done by NHK. This paper attempts to explore ways to establish DP as a TV program.
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