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Suffrage at 18 years in a Society Disillusioned with Elections: Survey on Political

Consciousness among Saitama City High School Students
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An amendment to the Public Offices Election Law has lowered the voting age to 18
years. Japan will soon see high school students casting their ballots in the July 2016
House of Councillors election. This essay discusses the political consciousness of high
school students based on the results of a survey among Saitama city high school
students. The results showed that the students had a negative mentality towards
modern politics and were anxious and confused about being an active part of the
electorate. The essay explores ways to eliminate their political distrust and motivate

them to vote.
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