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Issues with Online Polls for Young People in the Local Area: A Study of
Young People Aged Eighteen to Nineteen Years in Central Japan
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The minimum voting age was revised from twenty to eighteen years for the
24th Upper House election. However, sample response rates for young
persons through the Random Digit Dialing polls were very low; hence, we
have used online panels for eighteen- to nineteen year-olds to predict and
analyze election results. This article reports that the rate answered “I voted.”
was higher in late respondents than early respondents, and similarly more
people responded in the day voted than in the after-dark. However, we
could not achieve a large-enough sample of eighteen- to nineteen-year-olds
for analysis owing to the difficulty of reaching young respondents. We need
to find ways to improve access to young people on databases in the online
research industry.
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