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In this paper, we examine the political consciousness and socialization environment of
young people, especially high school students. At the same time, we also explore the
process of political socialization from children to adults. This is based on the results of
three surveys targeting junior high school students, high school students, and voters
conducted in Saitama City following the elections of the Upper House of the Diet in
July 2016. Young people do not believe in their vote, are dissatisfied with politics, and
distrust politicians. Despite this, new voters between the ages of 18 and 19 years,
including high school third graders, responded to their first election with a voting rate
higher than expected.

What were the factors that motivated them to vote?
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