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In 2016, Asahi Shimbun started the dual—-frame RDD survey of landline and cell phones for the
nationwide public opinion surveys. However, because cell phone numbers do not indicate regional
information, we have to conduct the regional pre—election poll on landline phones only. Although,
we can call people who have both cell and landline phones, we cannot approach those with cell phones
only. As the number of people who only have cell phones is increasing, the coverage error of landline
phone surveys also increases and their precision decreases. Therefore, we have attempted to find
alternative survey methods for future pre—election polls. One alternative is Google Surveys (GS),
whereby people who use Google’ s search engine are randomly invited to answer a short questionnaire
that consists of up to 10 questions, which appears in a pop—up window. Here, I will discuss our
testing of GS, three times each, for both the Tokyo Metropolitan Governor and Niigata Prefectural
Governor elections in 2016. Another option is an online survey of people who are randomly chosen
from the voter list; letters are sent to those selected inviting them to answer a questionnaire
on the website. Here, I will discuss our testing of such an online pre—election poll for the Lower
House supplemental election in Tokyo 10th district in 2016.
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