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A Comparative Analysis for Predictions of the 2017 Lower House Election in Japan:
An Analysis of the Accuracy of News Media Predictions
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We have compared prediction articles covering each election district from four newspaper companies
and one news service agency; Yomiuri, Nihon Keizai (Nikkei), Asahi, Mainichi Shimbun Newspaper, and
Kyodo Tsushin. Nikkei Shimbun shows better accuracy. This paper explains the reasons for this as
follows: (1) the accuracy rate was 91.3% among the best predictions for all candidates, (2) the
expressions with respect to election status did not use “head-to—head” and, as much as possible,
instead showed which candidate was “winning” or “losing,” and (3) accurate and quick reporting
were conducted. We anticipate the data to be useful for both the media and the electorate. The media
is able to use the data for improving predictions, and electorates are able to select reliable news
media for election broadcasts.
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SEBNZ A 26 14.41]0.000 | 3

(z=mH) 1 14.10 | 0.000 | 3

R 52 13.87 | 0.000 | 3

oG 31 11.94 | 0.000 | 3

P N 1 10.90 | 0.000 | 3

ELwW 5 7.68 | 0.000 3

#FEEW 3 7.17/{ 0.000 |3

*xBEA L 64 2.96 | 0.000 |3
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A 4 2| 41.75 | 0.500 | 2
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