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(Summary)

A Historical Study of Marketing Thought in Japan:
Focusing on Dr. Yukio Oizumi

KOHARA Hiroshi

This paper explores the birth and development of marketing theory, especially with regard to the
theory of Yukio Oizumi. Professor Oizumi (1901-1979) published many books on commercial science:
Commerce Principles Lecture (1931), Commercial Essence Theory (1942), and The Essence of Economic Life
(1951). Oizumi’s approach is to view commerce in terms of functioning theory.

Commerce is part of a human society's life, and it changes with time. However, what changes is the
expression of commerce; there are elements which remain unchanged. The essence of commerce refers to
this unchanging element.

This essence can be said to be the conforming of supply and demand in overall economic relations. This
is a function of commerce. The emphasis in this function is that jobs function not merely as activities, they
play a role in creating the whole.

Finally, among the so-called classical distribution theories of Shikamatsu Mukai (business organization
and management theory - 1928), Kichihiko Taniguchi (the social transfer of goods theory - 1931),
and Keitaro Fukuda (trading company theory — 1931) but overlapping with them, we can find Oizumi’s
theoretical position. Oizumi’s theory seems not to differ so much from these theories of Mukai, Taniguchi,
Fukuda, but it has not been sufficiently evaluated since World War II.

Keywords: marketing thought, science of commerce, commercial function, distribution theory
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