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This paper is the first part of an annotated English translation of the section “Calligraphy i of the
Taiping yulan X V1H'E .
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Preface

This paper is an annotated English translation of the section “Calligraphy > of the Taiping
yulan XV1H155.

The Taiping yulan is an encyclopedia #53 edited in the Taiping Xingguo AK°T-¥l[#H era (976
984) of the Northern Song dynasty, and the whole book amounts to a thousand volumes #. The section
“Calligraphy” is located in volume 747-49 of the book, and belongs to the larger section “Crafts T.#%.”
This larger section begins with the section “General Issues on Arts 47#5,” followed by the sections
“Archery %f,” “Charioteering ff,” “Calligraphy,” “Mathematics #¢,” “Painting #,” and “Devising
I3, and ends with descriptions of games such as “Go [##.” Among these sections, archery,
charioteering, calligraphy, and mathematics were contained in the Six Arts 7N#% of gentlemen along
with rites #& and music %%, which were highly significant according to Confucian sensibilities. Thus,
calligraphy was firstly a kind of practical art, and secondly an art for the cultivation of literati, but not a
fine art.

The section “Calligraphy” is divided into three volumes, namely top _I-, middle H, and bottom
T, respectively containing fifty-nine, thirty-six, and sixty-six articles. Moreover, the bottom volume
(i.e., vol. 749 of the overall book) is divided into eight subsections including: “Ancient Script 1 3C,”
“Seal Script % #,” “Eight-point Script /\ /> &,” “Clerical Script Zf&,” “Cursive Script . &,”
“Flying White Script & 2,” “Ancient Cursive Script & 53 and “Running Script 173f,” in
which several articles about each style of script are cited. The top and middle volumes (i.e., vols. 747
and 748) are not divided into subsections. In the middle volume, the articles about calligraphic art are
cited from works that specialized in calligraphic art studies; on the other hand, the top volume cites from
other more common books.

The full Taiping yulan text treated in the present annotated translation is based on the Song edition

book facsimiled by Commercial Press 4% EN & i in 1935.

Annotated translation

* Associate Professor, Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Saitama University. Chinese Classics, Calligraphic
Studies.
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1. The Shiming ¥4 says: Shu & “to write” represents shu [ ‘“numerous,” namely, to record
numerous things. It also means zhu 3 “to clearly express,” namely, to express on bound bamboo slips
and make them everlasting.
CREZZY Bl &, e, &b, R5 i, F2 0, KB,
Notes: Shiming F#4.: a dictionary written by Liu Xi 2| (c. 2nd-3rd centuries CE). Cf. F#44 « F&
T, I o BPEJLS - HANE - &

2. The Shuowen #i3C says: Single component characters that imitate form according to category are
called wen 3, composite characters complemented with significs and phonetics are called zi %, and the
characters expressed on bamboo slips or silk are called shu .
GHICY H: HIRBIBZRHL, WEMG LT, FRITR LS.
Notes: Shuowen i3, i.e., Shuowen jiezi #i3Cfi#°¢: a dictionary written by Xu Shen #F1H. It was
postfaced by Xu Shen in 100 CE. Cf. #i 3CART « 4%.

3. The Guangya JiHfE says: Shu 7 “to write” represents ru 1 “to be alike” and ji A “to record.”
CREHEY E1: 3, dn. 40,
Notes: Guangya J%4: a dictionary written by Zhang Yi 5&$5 (c. 3rd century CE). Cf. & « B H.

4. The Book of Changes %) says: In ancient times, they governed things successfully with string
knotting. In subsequent ages, sages replaced this with writing, thence all the officials governed things
with it, and all the people perceived things with it. In fact, this method modeled the hexagram guai .
(Original annotation: Guai represents jue i “to decide.” Writing is the way to decide all the things.)
(H) Bl Eligigiblig, BMEASZUER, aELhh, BRUE. #IGEI. Jad: X1,
Wt FHR, FrLlRBEITF. O
Notes: Book of Changes %, i.e., the Zhouyi &%, or the Yijing % %%: one of the Five Classics 1
K Cf. J% « B M

5. School Sayings X5 says: Fu Zijian 25T}, whose courtesy name was Buqi /7%, served the State
of Lu # as the Magistrate of Shanfu City §1404. He worried that the monarch listened to slanderers,
making him unable to perform his own politics. Therefore, he led two officers who were close the
monarch to the city office, and had them write down characters while he jerked at their hand. He then
became angry when their calligraphy was poor. Suffering this situation, the officers requested that they
be allowed to return to the capital city of Lu. Zijian said: “You write so poorly, please go back as soon as

you can.” Then they reported to the monarch: “Sir Fu made us write while jerking and rocking our hand,

furthermore, he got angry because our calligraphy was poor, and all the officers of the city were
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laughing. That is why we left there and came back.” The monarch questioned Confucius. Confucius
said: “Bugqi is a man of virtue. Despite his talent sufficient to aid the king’s enterprise, he sacrificed the
usual principles to examine his own politics on the actual governance of Shanfu. I suppose that was his
way of remonstrating.” The monarch realized this, and said with a long sigh: “Now I know that I have
frequently disturbed Sir Fu’s politics and criticized his good acts.”

(KFEY . 7R, A%, ERRERS. BHEIEHMA, FOA T B MEHHITE —
NBUR RS, & 78FE, MBENT. HA4A%, MRmae. H85, BEs. TEH:. “rHE
AN, TR 7 WOAE . R TR R RN, HEINUSE, BEBRL. frilk
2. 7 HURESL T e AR, Brl. HOMMESEZ, JEERE, DA
EH UM 7 A%, KREKE:  “FABLE 7B sE HBHR. ”

Notes: School Sayings ZXiE, i.e., the School Sayings of Confucius fLT Z75: a collection of
anecdotes about Confucius and his students edited by Wang Su 3§ (195-256). Fu Zijian &% 1§
(c. 5th century BCE): a student of Confucius. Contradicting this article, the Records of the Grand
Historian “Biographies of Confucius’s Students” 7T « fJJE 25 F%{# says that Buqi A% was
his given name and Zijian was his courtesy name. Cf. fLF5K5E « Ji 8If#; Liishi chungiu /= [KHF
BK o A ETE o FLA.

6. The Book of Han 7% says: Chen Zun ¥ was over eight chi JU tall, had a long head with a

large nose, and looked very sturdy. He read such a wide range of books as to be proficient in language.

By nature, he was good at calligraphy, therefore, when he wrote an epistle, every recipient saved it as a

glorious item.

CGEEY Bl BUER/ R, REXE, AFE. BPER, BIRSCEE. HgdE, AR,

B2 AR 2
Notes: Book of Han 1¥:3%: the standard history 15! of the Western Han dynasty written by Ban Gu
YE[E (32-92 CE). Chen Zun [## (c. 1st century BCE-1Ist century CE): an official and general from
Duling L% County of Jingzhao %TJK Capital Region. His courtesy name was Menggong i /A.
His highest title was Commissioner of the Army K#] %5 of the government of the Gengshi
Emperor #4377 (r. 23-25 CE). Chi JX: a unit of length. A chi approximately equaled 23.1 cm in the
Han dynasty. Cf. ¥ 3 « JiFH4H, vol. 92.

7. It also says: Zhang Pengzu 5K3Z4H, the Leader of Court Gentlemen 'B[3# in the reign of Emperor
Xuan &7, always studied calligraphy together with the emperor when they were humble in youth,
sitting on one mat and using one inkstone. After the emperor was enthroned, Pengzu was given the title
Marquis of Yangdu County BZ#fif% out of gratitude for their old friendship.

XH: B AR IR, D B RN R T o M B, SAAH DTS R 5k

Notes: Zhang Pengzu 5i24H (d. 59 BCE): a statesman in the reign of Emperor Xuan of Han, from
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Duling #L% County of Jingzhao %{JE Capital Region. Emperor Xuan of Han V&7 (91-49
BCE, 1. 73-49 BCE): the ninth emperor of the Western Han dynasty. His family name was Liu %/, he
was originally named Bingyi % T, later renamed Xun 7 when enthroned. His posthumous name is

Xiaoxuan # &, and his temple name is Zhongzong 5%, Cf. i « 34, vol. 93.

8. It also says: Tian Fen [} studied the Books of Panyu #2iii# 2, namely, the twenty-six fascicles

of Kongjia JLH —+7 5k written by the Syncretists #f 5.

M W LEEE, LR AR, BXE.
Notes: Tian Fen MW} (d. 131 BCE): the Counsellor-in-Chief 7K4H in the reign of Emperor Wu of
Han {7 (r. 141-87 BCE), from Changling {£f% County of Jingzhao J{JK Capital Region.
Books of Panyu W% 5 % : usually understood to be philosophical books, according to the
annotations for the Book of Han. The word panyu literally means some kind of basin made of bronze.
Perhaps the editor of the Taiping yulan cited this article to explain that Tian Fen studied ancient styles
of script cast on bronzeware. Cf. 2 « FHUH, vol. 52.

9. The Later Book of Han 1%%% says: Sun Jing &%}, whose courtesy name was Wenbao %,
learned calligraphy in youth by drawing on the ground, and improved day by day.
(i) B R, 70e, DRrEhed, M.
Notes: Later Book of Han 1%7%35: usually refers to the standard history of the Eastern Han dynasty
written by Fan Ye Juli (398-445). However, this article is not found in the current text of Fan Ye’s
Later Book of Han. Sun Jing fZ#{(: details unknown. Cf. £ 3CHi%, vol. 55: “ (IR EH) E: 4245,
FIOH, W, PHPREE, OAHULEE, JSUMAEEZ B, ANEIR %L, 7 Li Shan commentary
to the Wen Xuan SCIEZSEE, vol. 38: “ (ZEBE B B AW, ERXRZLEL—NREZIER,
RABNEE . it i LLR 8. 7

10. Han Records from the Eastern Library WAL says: Prince Jing of Lecheng Dang 4% I %
was good at clerical writing, and he liked to correct characters in books.
CREUNRD) B SR EMs e ORES, B (REE) 80 &, SIETH.
Notes: Han Records from the Eastern Library 7% 50: a collection of historical records of the
Eastern Han dynasty. Now lost. Prince Jing of Lecheng Dang %%/ £ 3 (b. 58 CE): the fourth
son of Emperor Ming of Han %7 (28-75 CE, r. 57-75 CE). His given name was Dang % and he
received the title Prince of Lecheng. His posthumous name is not Jing # but rather Jing ¥

according to the Later Book of Han. Cf. & « B4Ryl T8 EE, 414 40.

11. Records of Wei B8 says: Hu Zhao Wi was good at writing epistles, and people often studied

e

those he wrote as models. Wei Qi 475 liked and was good at all kinds of script, such as ancient script
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17 3¢, bird and seal scripts &%%, and clerical and cursive scripts 3 5.
(BAEDY Bl BAMERGRUE, BHRBRE . M. N80 M, AN
Notes: Records of Wei $iiE, i.e., the Book of Wei 312 in Records of Three Kingdoms —[B{&: the
standard history of the Cao Wei dynasty written by Chen Shou [ (233-297). Hu Zhao #HIA
(162-250): a non-governmental scholar from Yingchuan #)I| Commandery. His courtesy name was
Kongming fL#]. Wei Qi fifshl (155-229): an official from Anyi % County of Hedong Vi H
Commandery. His courtesy name was Boru 1[1ff. His highest title was Master of Writing [#j & of the
Cao Wei dynasty. He was also given the title Marquis of Wen Township FE]4§{%. His posthumous
name is Jing . Cf. =& « 2 « B2, vol. 11; =ZEE « 20E - #75iE, vol. 21.

12. The Book of Jin & says: When Wang Xizhi 2% visited a student’s house, he noticed there a

smooth and clean desk made of Chinese nutmeg yew wood, and wrote on it with an even mixture of

regular E. and cursive % scripts. Subsequently, the writing was planed away by the father, making

the student startled and remorseful for several days.

(BFE) B ERERMESR, RIEJLE, KWEZ, THEMY. BRILRE L, M/EER

HHEH,
Notes: Book of Jin & 75: the standard history of the Western and Eastern Jin dynasty written by
Fang Xuanling 55 Z#4 (578-648), et al. Wang Xizhi T2 (303-361): a statesman from Linyi
[T County of Langya ¥R Commandery. His courtesy name was Yishao i%/l>. His highest titles
were Right General 7715 and Governor of the Principality of Kuaiji & &N 5% of the Eastern Jin
dynasty. He is commonly referred to as Right General Wang 1475 because of his title. Chinese
nutmeg yew 3: Torreya grandis. Cf. &2 « £3%2 1%, vol. 80.

13. It also says: There was a Taoist monk in Shanyin 1% who liked to raise geese. When Wang Xizhi
visited there to see them, he was so pleased as to implore the monk to sell them to him. The monk told
him: “If you transcribe the Daodejing %% for me, I will surely present you with the whole flock.”
Xizhi transcribed it with delight, caged the geese, and turned for home.
NE: 82, LWEFELEEE. S8, BN, BRiL. B “RE GEELK),
WEREMME. 7 BRE S, M.
Notes: Shanyin 11152 a county under Kuaiji & & Commandery. Daodejing 548, i.e., the Laozi
¥ a Taoist scripture. Cf. & & « £ 2%, vol. 80.

14. Tt also says: Xizhi often praised himself: “Comparing my calligraphy with that of Zhong Yao $fi5%,
I can certainly compete with him; even comparing with that of Zhang Zhi 5&%2, I can still certainly
follow after him.” He once wrote someone a letter: “Zhang Zhi studied calligraphy beside the pond, and

made the water entirely black. Even though he devoted himself so much, I would not always yield to
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”»

him.

NE: FAAM.  “WELER, EPoUT: WORE, MERTE. 7 SRAED: “SRZEE

B, WOKER. AL, KRR,
Notes: Zhong Yao ¥4 (151-230): a statesman from Changshe 4 County of Yingchuan #H)I|
Commandery. His courtesy name was Yuanchang JG%# . His highest title was Grand Mentor KXf# of
the Cao Wei dynasty. Zhang Zhi 52 (c. 2nd century): a non-governmental scholar and calligrapher.
His father Zhang Huan IRTL was originally from Yuanquan Vil 5% County of Dunhuang A
Commandery, later moved to Huayin #[% County of Hongnong A% Commandery—therefore,
both Dunhuang and Hongnong are referred to as Zhang Zhi’s native home. His courtesy name was
Boying fH3%. Although having been invited by the government to receive a commendation for
“virtuousness 31, he never served the dynasty. That is why he is also referred to as Zhang the
Virtuous SRATIH. Cf. & « L322, vol. 80.

15. It also says: When Xizhi lived in Mount Jishan EElll (Original annotation: H§ is pronounced ji
k), an old woman was holding hexagonal bamboo fans in her hands for sale. Xizhi wrote on those fans,
giving each five characters. The old woman looked angry at first. But, then Xizhi told her: “Just say they
are the handwritten works of Right General Wang + 747 #, and set the price at a hundred coins.” When
the old woman did so, people competed to buy them. On another day, the old woman came again with
fans in her hands, however, Xizhi just laughed and gave her no answer.
NE: F2EEH (k. o W, ERFAMTEEL. BZPELE, &RILT. BHH
. JritEr:. “AEREAHSE, DOREE. 7 BnlE, AmHZ. hH, #X R,
BLKMAE
Notes: Mount Jishan #§111: a hill located in Shanyin County, inside the present day city of Shaoxing
YL, Zhejiang WYL Province. It is also called Wang Family Mountain .5 1l1. The Jiezhusi #Ek
5 temple at the foot of the hill is said to be the former residence of Wang Xizhi. Cf. BE . FH2
{g, vol. 80.

16. It also says: Wang Xianzhi k2 was learning calligraphy when he was seven or eight years old.
His father Xizhi pulled his brush from behind, yet could not pull it out. Then Xizhi said with admiration:
“This child will gain great honor in the future.” Xianzhi once wrote a character as large as a zhang
square on the wall. Xizhi appreciated the skillfulness very much, and hundreds of people gathered to
look at it.
XH: FRRZABNGERE R . RBFLARBRILEAS, S “HWREEEG R, 7 HHER
Jise 2 HLUIRAE, BEEE A

Notes: Wang Xianzhi T ik (344-386): a statesman, the seventh son of Wang Xizhi. His courtesy

name was Zijing f#}(. His highest title was Secretariat Director "4 of the Eastern Jin dynasty.

46



He is commonly referred to as Wang the Director Major K4 in distinction from Wang Min 5%
(351-388), who succeeded the title after him and was called Wang the Director Minor /N4,
Zhang 3: a unit of length. A zhang, which equals ten chi, approximately equaled 245 cm in the
Eastern Jin dynasty. Cf. & « T2 {4, vol. 80.

17. Tt also says: Xie An #%¢ once asked Xianzhi: “Which is better, your own calligraphy or that of
your father?” Xianzhi answered: “They are surely different from each other.” An said: “People outside
your family do not make that same argument.” Xianzhi answered: “What do they know!”
NE: #ERERe: “BIHMMBRE? 7 FH: “WEAR. 7 2F: “HNaAE. 7 &
CNMAFGY 7
Notes: Xie An #i% (320-385): a statesman and general from Yangxia 5% County of Chen
Commandery [§# . His courtesy name was Anshi ‘2 47. His highest title in life was Grand Guardian
KAk of the Eastern Jin dynasty. He was posthumously conferred the titles Grand Mentor X f# and
Duke of Luling Commandery J&F%# 2. His posthumous name is Wenjing 3%, Cf. &3 « £
Z A8, vol. 80.

18. Tt also says: Wei Chang fifi##, whose courtesy name was Jushan [i1li, was transferred to be
Gentleman Attendant at the Palace Gate #%["]EE. Chang was good at cursive and clerical scripts %%

. and composed Shapes of Four Styles of Script VY8545, which states: In ancient times, when the
Yellow Thearch ¥#7 created institutions and things, there existed Jusong ¥ and Cangjie 7 #H,
who first invented writing and replaced string knotting with it; in fact, they came up with the idea when
observing traces left by birds. Characters increased subsequently, and then were called zi “-. There are
Six Principles 75%%: the first is named “indicative ¥§3%,” upper I and lower T are examples of

ARl

such; the second is named “pictographic % /,” sun | and moon H are examples; the third is named

“signific-phonetic JE&,” Jiang YT (the Yangtze River) and He i (the Yellow River) are examples;

the fourth is named “associative & &,” military power . and credit {5 are examples; the fifth is

named “notative f#¥,” old % and aged #% are examples; the sixth is named “borrowing fBft,”

magistrate of a county of over ten thousand houses 4 and magistrate of a county of under ten thousand
houses % are examples.
XE: 5, TRl BRI, R, R (MUY, B WERLT, AlREY, f
HOORE: @YD) G, B, EER, DAL, HH B URUEw. Wz, R
Fo AANER: —HEES, b FRWE: THS%, B AR =ZFUBE, L. Ed; UH
e, . Fed: T, &, BEE; SEERE 4. 2.
Notes: Wei Chang i}, i.e., Wei Heng fifH (252-291): an official. His grandfather was Wei Qi ]
i (See art. 11), and his father was Wei Guan {5 (See art. 27). In the current text of the Taiping

““““

yulan, his given name Heng N is changed to its synonym Chang
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Emperor Zhenzong of Song FRE5E (1. 997-1022), whose given name was Heng 1. His highest title
was Gentleman Attendant at the Palace Gate I&['JfFHE of the Western Jin dynasty. Characters
increased and then were called zi “¥-: the word zi %%, “increase,” is similar to the word zi ¥ in
pronunciation. Six Principles /N3, i.e., 7N : a system of classification of characters, which is
interpreted in the postface of the Shuowen jiezi #i 3 % by Xu Shen #{H (See art. 2) and in other

literature. Cf. =& « i, vol. 36.

19. Tt also says: Suo Jing R¥% composed the Shape of Cursive Script ¥R, which states: The
sacred thearch ruled the world, and also followed temporal expedients; then, Cangjie % appeared
and invented writing. Tadpole F#}3- script and bird seal 5%% script imitated forms of things; men of
wisdom, who were familiar with the law of variability and communality, produced more and more
devices. They did damage to those scripts for the sake of simplification, and invented clerical % and
cursive B scripts; these were consequently studied by all officials, because their business was so
complicated at that time. The shape of cursive script is curved like a silver hook, and floats like a
startled luan %; as if it spread its wings but did not take flight, and looked to be rising up but stayed put.
Worms and snakes meandered tortuously, some forward and others backward; looking coquettish and
delicate, but also roused themselves fiercely all of a sudden. When it goes about freely and widely,
sometimes squarely and sometimes obliquely, it looks as if a swift horse got excited and flung the reins
around, like the water of the sea swelled up and down and raised waves; lingzhi mushrooms and
grapevines were intertwined, Chinese bush cherry blossoms bloomed and fluttered peacefully; black
bears crouched down opposite each other in the mountains, flying swallows chased each other unevenly.
Observed closely, the peaceful wind blew through the forest and swayed grass and trees; the branches
touched each other because of the flowing air; soft and small petals were scattered along the shape; they
were disordered yet splendid, also some still lingered in the center; black chi %% and nimble animals
played there, jumping gibbons and flying squirrels were going back and forth fast; pangolins got back to
their dens with their tail wagging, and dragons went back to their homes under the water; they seized the
opportunity to hide themselves, and got their fangs and spurs ready. One looks like a man who was
looking for his companions from a high place, another looks like a man who was still looking back in
his heart although he had already left; one looks like a man who stood out and was quite different from
the others, another looks like a man who conformed himself to the usual rules. Thus, men rich in talent
and diligent in art use their mind precisely, and devote themselves to this standard; they always follow
the correct path, also practice expedient means, and generate changes according to classifications;
therefore script is ramified into eight styles, each of which is quite different from the others;
complication removed, detail reserved, fundamental image not disarranged; the principles of creation
are designed after the heavens, and the brush is pressed down carefully on the paper. When the words

gallop around and the hand is released, it rains and hails in the paper; loud sounds ring out high, water
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flows over and spreads around; such a figure, completed vividly in a minute, is really wonderful and
glittering; the body is firm and magnificent, yet the pose is glossy and brilliant. It ordered Du Du #1/&
and Boying ¥ to manipulate their fingers and rotate their wrist, thereby expressing the superb style
on silk, and leaving the special appearance that will last for hundreds of generations.
XH: iR (CEFIR (R, B (RE) MDY, a2, FEycw: B,
HRE R B RS, BWSOY, BUTENE, ML, . B, LSS WE R,
HEET . FHZ RN, Bimie, FEEE, SRS, FREZ. sl (il
VD, BEEGE; B RER, 3 GEE) SO FIRLURR, K BmiEiE. LHRERS L, FiE
AR, MU A, KRR G 2 WATERATAY, SEMGERE S LR KRBTl
5, G2, By, SURSPRURWOK, ERiple; RRIE, AL, 25k (R
e WOV B, PO A0SR LR RE, hRBETIN TR . KW RERGEILRT, . R
CRPERL, 8 CBHD) B0 MW, maskE, WHkE: AR, R"RRFHE. 8 S
ML, SCE TR P, SO TN, B0 BRI E . R A BB E, BULR
DRSO, STIEMRE, MSZLSS EHR\RE, BERAAL REAERL AR JRIER, B (B
B0 Al BRI, TR, BAEURCT, W OORMEM, # (EE) S0 OKEG mE i,
B BIPEMRE, F RIEE, # (B 80 T8 MRvamllE, o6 i
o amkb IR, AEAOCE IS, EEBINAE, T I AR,
Notes: Suo Jing E¥% (239-303): a statesman and general from Dunhuang ¥4 Commandery. His
courtesy name was You’an %%, His highest titles in life were Gentleman of the Secretariat [i% & i
and Marquis of Guannei [ 5 of the Western Jin dynasty. He was posthumously conferred the title
Marquis of Anle Sub-township %4452 {%. His posthumous name is Zhuang jit. He once held the
title Left Major 7c#] /5 under the Westward-subduing General-in-Chief fiF: /i KjF 5, therefore, he
is also referred to as Suo the Westward-subduing R, Lingzhi %2 mushroom: Ganoderma
lucidum. Chinese bush cherry 3¢Kf: Prunus glandulosa. Du Du L& (c. 1st century CE): an
official from Duling #1:}% County of Jingzhao J{JK Capital Region. His given name was Cao #,
and his courtesy name was Bodu 1/1/%. People of the Cao Wei dynasty called him Du Du to avoid
naming taboos due to Cao Cao H# (see art. 40) and he is still commonly referred to as such after
many generations. His highest title was Governor of the Principality of Qi Zf[H{#H of the Eastern
Han dynasty. Boying {17 see Zhang Zhi 582 (art. 14). Cf. #5& » R, vol. 60.

20. The Book of Song K3 says: Emperor Gaozu [=iffl was poor at calligraphy. Liu Muzhi |82
told him: “Although this is a trivial matter, it will spread all over the world, therefore I wish you would
pay a little attention.” However, Gaozu was not able to take note of this, but he was already endowed
with natural talent. Then Muzhi told him: “Please just handle the brush as you will, and write every
character the size of one chi. In that way, not only will your calligraphy have enough content to

appreciate, but also the name you autograph will look beautiful.” Gaozu followed these words, thereby
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filling each paper with no more than six or seven characters.

CREY Bl BB E, miEs. Bz e “oes g, REiUs, BEADEEE. 7 il
BEARERT R, XA BZhE: “AMAERRT, — 78R LA, HEAIRE. 7
ARz, —4URESE JafE, B CRED) SO TR

Notes: Book of Song 7R2f: the standard history of the Liu Song dynasty written by Shen Yue L&)
(441-513). Emperor Gaozu {=i1ll, i.e., Emperor Wu of Song K7 (363-422, r. 420-422): the
first emperor of the Liu Song dynasty. His family name was Liu %1, and his given name was Yu #4.
His posthumous name is Wu i, and his temple name is Gaozu #ifll. Liu Muzhi 2I1f2 (360-
417): the right-hand man of the Emperor Wu of Song before his reign, from Ju County H4% of
Dongguan #5¢ Commandery. His courtesy name was Daohe i fll. His highest title in life was Left
Vice Director of the Secretariat #5751 of the Eastern Jin dynasty. He was posthumously
conferred the title Duke of Nankang Commandery B4 EEHEZ by Emperor Wu of Song. His
posthumous name is Wenxuan X E. Cf. K& « B/ 2 i, vol. 42; History of the Southern
Dynasties T4 3 « BB 1, vol. 15.

21. The Book of Qi 757 says: Emperor Taizu A4l was good at calligraphy, and continued to love it
after being enthroned. Having finished writing to compete with Wang Senggian L%, he told
Senggqian: “Who is the best?” Senggian replied: “My calligraphy is the best of all subjects, and that of
Your Majesty is the best of all emperors.” Emperor said with a laugh: “You shall be known as a man
who is good at scheming for himself.”
Gy Bl RS, KB4, WIPRD. BEEMRERE, SRE SR 7 fEH
. “EHEEPE—, BTFHEWTE—. 7 LEH: “WiiE%aRHR. 7
Notes: Book of Qi 7%, i.e., the Book of Southern Qi Fd#52: the standard history of the Southern
Qi dynasty written by Xiao Zixian # 7% (487-537). Emperor Taizu JXfH, i.e., Emperor Gao of
Qi P57 (427-482, r. 479-482): the first emperor of the Southern Qi dynasty. His family name
was Xiao i, and his given name was Daocheng & J. His posthumous name is Gao =, and his
temple name is Taizu AXfH. Wang Sengqian T 1%/ (426-485): a statesman from Linyi F&JT
County of Langya ¥4 Commandery. His highest titles were Director of the Chancellery £§+,
Lord Specially Advanced #7i, and Grand Master for Splendid Happiness JG#% K7 of the
Southern Qi dynasty. He was posthumously conferred the title Minister of Works #]%S. His
posthumous name is Jianmu 2. Cf. Fi#5E « LM, vol. 33; M « £2 11, vol. 22.

22. The Book of Song says: Xie Chaozong #{#5% told Wang Ci T-#&: “Your calligraphy equals that
of Mr. Qian E/A.” Ci said: “I cannot equal my father, just as a fowl cannot equal a phoenix JBl.”
People at that time appreciated this as an excellent reply.

CRE) H: @l EER: “MWEREA. 7 BE: “RZARRL, WA KRS
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Notes: Book of Song: this could be considered a clerical error—Book of Southern Qi is more
appropriate. Xie Chaozong #8255 (d. 483): a statesman from Yangxia [5E County of Chen
Commandery [#l. His highest title was Gentleman Attendant at the Palace Gate T&["JEf of the
Southern Qi dynasty. Wang Ci 24 (451-491): a statesman and general. His father was Wang
Senggian T (see art. 21). His courtesy name was Bobao 1A% . His highest title was Director of
the Chancellery ff* of the Southern Qi dynasty. He was posthumously conferred the title
Sengqian: see art. 21. Phoenix JE: also alludes to Xie Chaozong’s father Xie Feng #/El (403-453).
Cf. P75 « TEM, vol. 46; IS « T2 ¥, vol. 22.

23. The Book of Song says: Prince of Jiangxia Feng V1.5 F.#%, whose courtesy name was Xuanying &.
#1, was the twelfth son of Emperor Gao 147. He enjoyed studying calligraphy when he was four years
old. He was raised at his mother Lady Zhang’s 5k X house, where she had no paper, so he wrote on the
handrail of the edge of the well; and, when the handrail was filled with the characters he wrote, he
washed them away and wrote there again, continuing this method of study for several months. He also
left the windows dusty every morning and wrote on them. When Emperor made him learn the Sanction
of Phoenix Tail JE\/Z7#, he mastered it at once. Emperor became very glad, then gave him a gilin MWL
statue made of jade, and said: “I reward your phoenix tail with a gilin.”

CRFY H: LEES, FEHM, mwdt = U=, # (L) 80 7. WpirsdH. &
ARESR G, SRIGMEAR, Jim MRS, WRIvEZ, CMEE, mibEH . RN LR,
MELRE L . i EATRIRR, ST, R, URBghe, B “LUBERER. 7

Notes: Book of Song: this could be considered a clerical error—Book of Southern Qi is more
appropriate. Prince of Jiangxia Feng VI 184 (475-494): his given name was Feng £% and he
received the title Prince of Jiangxia. Emperor Gao of Song 7R =77 (427-482, r. 479-482): see art.
21. Sanction of Phoenix Tail JEl/E5;: a special calligraphy of the character ruo #7 representing
imperial sanction #;, which was handwritten by the emperor on administrative documents. Refer to
Liu Youding’s %5 & annotation on the Yanji fiTA%, “Shu yao pian FZL#%,” written by Zheng Jin
B8H of the Yuan dynasty. Cf. Fg 5 « YLE L858, vol. 43.

24. The Book of Liang F 3 says: Emperor Wu 177 commented on Xiao Ziyun’s i T =
calligraphy: “The power of the brush is strong and distinguished, mind and hand match each other, the
skill excels Du Du #LJ¥, the beauty surpasses Cui Shi 4%, and it is sure that he can gallop parallel
and compete for the foremost place with Yuanchang JG# (Original annotation: refers to Zhong Yao
¥%).” Xiao Ziyun of the Liang dynasty was about to set out as Governor of Dongyang Commandery #
%K. An envoy from Baekje P [H visited the capital Jianye 3% to look for calligraphy work,
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and happened to come across Ziyun, who was aboard a boat moored and about to leave. The envoy
watched from the shore, thirty-odd bu 2 away from the boat, and approached when it moved. Ziyun
sent him a messenger. The envoy answered: “The good fame of Mr. Director’s £+ epistles now
spreads far overseas. What I look for today is just a fine piece of calligraphy.” Then Ziyun stopped the
boat for him for three days, wrote and gave him thirty papers, and gained millions of gold coins. He was
miserly by nature, therefore, never wrote for others, except for letters thanking for gifts. Dilettantes
bribed him large amounts to reciprocate.

CGREDY B R TEE, B “HN9E, OTHE WA, REER, EESTH (R
e R WHES. 7 HBGETE, WMREBEART . BN RO, TR
o NN, BI=1E, Wi, TREMZ. FH: e UB R, RS,
AHPTK, MEEXE. 7 FEIREMEZH, HoPANY, BeBimE. ik, AAEEEA
Ho FHEENRE, RS,

Notes: Book of Liang %3 the standard history of the Liang dynasty written by Yao Silian %k /i
(557-637). Emperor Wu of Liang {77 (464-549, r. 502-549): the first emperor of the Liang
dynasty. His family name was Xiao 7§, and his given name was Yan £T. His posthumous name is
Wu K, and his temple name is Gaozu fifll. Xiao Ziyun # 1% (486-548): the ninth son of
Prince Wenxian of Yuzhang Ni 43 SR T8¢ (444-492) of the Southern Qi dynasty. His courtesy
name was Jinggiao 5t . His highest title was Libationer of the Directorate of Education [B]F4%7
of the Liang dynasty. Du Du #LJ¥: see art. 19. Cui Shi # % (c. 2nd century): an official and
scholar from Anping % °F> County of Zhuo Commandery #7%l. His courtesy name was Zizhen F
H.. His highest title was Master of Writing 17 of the Eastern Han dynasty. His father Cui Yuan £
% was also famous as a calligrapher. Bu ¥: a unit of length. A bu, which equals 6 chi,
approximately equaled 147 cm in the Southern dynasties. Cf. 7 5 « ¥4 32 SCBR EREA%, vol. 42; #
e WIS, vol. 35.

25. Tt also says: Yan Xie Hil# read a wide and various range of books, and was good at cursive &,
clerical %, and flying white /&4 scripts. At that time, Fan Huaiyue JU{#%J from Wu %
Commandery was good at clerical script, and Xie imitated his calligraphy almost better than the original.
All the steles in the Jing-Chu #j7% region were handwritten by Xie. At that time, there was Xie
Shanxun FH3%H) from Kuaiji & Commandery, who was able to write all the styles of script and
handwrite a thousand characters the size of one cun ~I" square, and there was Wei Zhong #f|' from
Jingzhao 3 JK Commandery, who was good at flying white script; both of them served the
Government of the Prince of Xiangdong #{l*{ + Jff. Shanxun was Administrative Supervisor $#Z3H 225,
and Zhong was Adjutant of the Inner Troops "H'i£2: 5. People in the Government appraised that Xie’s
calligraphy was better than Zhong’s, but not as good as that of Shanxun. Shanxun usually drank up to

several sheng Ft, and every time he got drunk he shouted loudly at others with his eyes strained,
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without any distinction of rank or intimacy. He was hence called Xie Square Eyes # 5l at that time,
however, he kept his heart plain and followed the principles of gentlemen.
X B AL, TR, f. RA. RS, R, Jhilst. i
e, BHWTE. FEAGEREHER, BB JaEL, 1 () O, FTE, sUkE M
WA, WAEMIR LA SRR 2H, RIS i LIRS B TR 5 . 3% 5
FONRBTE, MARMORIR R, AR IRBBRAE TRt . IR iR, e, a7
LS
Notes: Yan Xie Hi1# (498-539): an official from Linyi E§JT County of Langya & 4l
Commandery. His courtesy name was Zihe T-Hl. His highest title was Secretary to the Prince of
Xiangdong IR EFLE of the Liang dynasty. Fan Huaiyue J5{¥%J: an official. His highest title
was Secretary of Crown Prince & 7 of the Liang dynasty. Xie Shanxun #f3%H): details
unknown. Cun ~}: a unit of length. Ten cun equal one chi. A cun approximately equaled 2.45 cm in
the Southern dynasties. Wei Zhong Ffl': details unknown. Prince of Xiangdong #i¥ L, ie.,
Emperor Yuan of Liang #2JC77 (508-555, . 552-555): the fourth emperor of the Liang dynasty. He
held the title Prince of Xiangdong i # I before his reign. His given name was Yi #%. His
posthumous name is Xiaoyuan #7JG, and his temple name is Shizu . Sheng J}: a unit of
volume. A sheng approximately equaled 200 ml throughout the Qin and Han to the Northern and
Southern dynasties. Cf. Fg 5 « CE{H, vol. 72; 4e3E « MR vol. 50.

26. The Later Book of Wei says: Cui Qian f£#% handwrote a manuscript of the funeral eulogy for his
elder brother Hun &, and it was later obtained by the Assistant Editorial Director #{E/£Hf Wang
Zunye Ti#3%, when he bought books at a market in the early years of the Yanchang Z%EE era. Then,
almost two hundred years had passed after the funeral eulogy was written. Zunye carefully saved and
concealed the calligraphy to treasure it. In the Wuding (/€ era, Zunye’s son Songnian FA4E gave it
to the Gentleman Attendant at the Palace Gate ¥["]Bf Cui Jishu #£ZE%F, and it was copied by many
people.

(REE) Bl BRI R T ERA, & (g, 38 (BE). (W) B0 ¥, FFH
FHERERNMENZ. fHEE4, B E8. wHLEFL, Wz, et EEFRE
B PIREEE, AZEHZ.

Notes: Later Book of Wei %5135, i.e., the Book of Wei #125: the standard history of the Northern,
Eastern, and Western Wei dynasties written by Wei Shou Z£H (506-572). Cui Qian #%: an
official who served the government of Murong Wei %%l (i.e., Emperor You #47 of the Former
Yan Rij#E dynasty, one of the Sixteen Kingdoms, r. 360-370) as the Gentleman Attendant at the
Palace Gate Fi["]fFEE. Cui Hun #EVH: detail unknown. Yanchang #E5 era: 512-515. Wuding
HE era: 543-550. Wang Zunye %3 (d. 528): an official and scholar from Jinyang &5
County of Taiyuan XJR Commandery. His highest title was Gentleman Attendant at the Palace Gate
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#["]BR of the Northern Wei dynasty. Wang Songnian T-FA%F: a statesman of the Eastern Wei and
Northern Qi dynasties. His highest title was Director of the Chancellery fF*' of the Northern Qi
dynasty. Cui Jishu #Z=#F (d. 573): the right-hand man of Gao Cheng =¥ (521-549), the
Counsellor-in-Chief #H[{ of the Eastern Wei dynasty, from Anping %> County of Boling 8%
Commandery. His courtesy name was Shuzheng #X L. His highest title was Steward and Gentleman
Attendant at the Palace Gate #3347 ["|fFHE of the Eastern Wei dynasty. Cf. 207 « £ Z A1, vol.
24; History of the Northern Dynasties It 52 « £ 7713, vol. 21.

27. 1t also says: Cui Xuanbo #EZf[1 was exceptionally good at cursive ¥, clerical 3¥, and running
AT scripts, and his calligraphy was appreciated as a model by people at that time. Xuanbo’s
grandfather Yue {3 was famous, along with Lu Chen 7t from Fanyang i3 Commandery, for his
versatility. Chen studied the calligraphy of Zhong Yao ¥ with absolute respect, Yue studied that of
Wei Guan fiiiHf, and they both learned that of Suo Jing &% also. Chen imparted the art to his son Yan
fI&, and Yan imparted it to his son Miao #%; Yue imparted the art to his son Qian ¥, and Qian imparted
it to his son Xuanbo. Therefore, the calligraphy of the Cui and Lu families was highly valued in the
early years of the Northern Wei dynasty.
NE: BEZAAIEGR, S AT A, RS AR B G R DA B 44 SRR,
PUEARE, MR RN AU TE, EETE BT, B, MR RE . B
Notes: Cui Xuanbo %11 (d. 418): an official from Dongwucheng H i3 County of Qinghe i
1] Commandery. His given name was Hong %%, however, in the Book of Wei, he is referred to by his
courtesy name Xuanbo to avoid naming taboos due to Emperor Xiaowen Z (%7 of the Northern
Wei dynasty, whose given name was Hong %7. His highest title was Minister of Personnel 7 % i 2%
of the Northern Wei dynasty. Cui Yue #E{}i: the Left Chief Clerk in the Ministry of Education )4
ZE4 ¥ of the government of Shi Hu 41§ (see art. 45). Lu Chen J&#t (284-350): an official from
Zhuo County # %% of Fanyang Juf% Commandery. His courtesy name was Ziliang ¥ #. He held
the title Secretariat Supervisor H# Fi under Shi Hu. See the Book of Jin, vol. 44. Wei Guan ¥
(220-291): a statesman from Anyi % & County of Hedong W% Commandery. His father was Wei
Qi f#&i (see art. 11), and Wei Heng 741K (see art. 18) was his son. His courtesy name was Boyu
{f1E. His highest titles were Grand Guardian Kff and Duke of Ziyang State §F57> of the
Western Jin dynasty. He was posthumously conferred the title Duke of Lanling Commandery % £l
~. His posthumous name is Cheng Ji¥. Lu Yan JE{&: according to the Book of Wei, vol. 47, both Lu
Yan and his son Lu Miao served the governments of the Murong %¢%% clan (the Former Yan Fij#
337-370, the Later Yan f&#€ 384-409, and the Southern Yan F3#¢ 400-410) as Commandery
Governor. The Book of Zhou J&Z, vol. 45, says that his given name was Yan ‘2, and he held the
titles Steward and Gentleman Attendant at the Palace Gate # =35 ["'1fFEf and Governor of Yingqiu
and Chengzhou Commanderies %% -5 —ff5F. Lu Miao K#i: according to the History of the
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Northern Dynasties AL, vol. 30, he held the title Governor of Fanyang Commandery % K<F
under the Murong clan. Cf. 35 « # Z{HH, vol. 24; b5 « HE 2, vol. 21.

28. The Book of Tang says: Emperor Taizong X3% once told the Director of the Chancellery fFH
Wei Zheng #if#[: “After Yu Shinan E1HFg died, I have no companion with whom to discuss
calligraphy.” Zheng said: “Chu Suiliang #i% X manipulates the brush strongly, and mastered Wang
Yishao’s Li#/> style very well.” Emperor summoned Suiliang on that day to give a lecture. When
Emperor purchased Wang Xizhi’s calligraphy with gold and silk, people from around the whole world
rushed to the Palace to offer old calligraphy. No other could discriminate between genuine and
counterfeit works, only Suiliang discussed the provenance of each work without error.
CEED) He RFEMAPREE: “BRIEMIERE, MATE. 7 M. “WiE R THED,
LR bm. 7 KEMEAEASME. BUGRERERHY, KPR SRR, 5
SRERFHLICR, BRMEITL, —MPTER.
Notes: Book of Tang J52, i.e., the Old Book of Tang 5 25: one of the standard histories of the

o

Tang dynasty written by Liu Xu %Iy (884-947), et al. Emperor Taizong of Tang K73 (599-
649, 1. 626-649): the second emperor of the Tang dynasty. His family name was Li 4%, and his given
name was Shimin it [, His temple name is Taizong. Wei Zheng %12 (580-643): a prime minister
in the reign of Emperor Taizong, from Julu #if Commandery. His courtesy name was Xuancheng
Z /. His highest titles in life were Grand Preceptor of the Crown Prince A Affi and Duke of
Zheng State ¥ /Y. He was posthumously conferred the title Minister of Works %%, His
posthumous name is Wenzhen 3 ¥ . Yu Shinan F{HR: see art. 29. Chu Suiliang #% %R (596
658): a prime minister in the reigns of Emperor Taizong and Gaozong /=55 (r. 649—683), from
Qiantang $¥3% County of Hang Prefecture #iJN. His courtesy name was Dengshan ¥}3%. His
highest titles were Right Vice Director of the Secretariat [ 2 4 %4 and Duke of Henan
Commandery W FIHEA. CE #HHE « #iE R, vol. 80.

29. It also says: Yu Shinan’s Bt courtesy name was Boshi 1[1jifi. The monk Shi Zhiyong FE% 7K
(Original annotation: Zhiyong was a descendant of Wang Xizhi) from the same commandery learned
Wang Xizhi’s calligraphy well. Shinan studied under Zhiyong and mastered the style superbly, and then
won high fame.
XH: pEthE, FEit. FRSPTRERK Rt Bk, BZEHR), WRLERE. S,
WA, B,
Notes: Yu Shinan BEtHRS (558-638): a statesman from Yuyao fii%k County of Yue Prefecture &
JH. His highest titles were Supervisor of the Archives Secretariat #:#& and Duke of Yongxing
County 7K BLHZ /Y. He was posthumously conferred the title Minister of Rites 43 &. His

posthumous name is Wenyi 3#%. Same commandery: refers to Kuaiji &f& Commandery, which
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is equivalent to Yue Prefecture of the Tang dynasty. Shi Zhiyong F:%{7K (c. 6th century): a
Buddhist monk, who was reportedly the seventh generation descendent of Wang Xizhi. Cf. 2 i «

B E L, vol. 72.

30. It also says: Liu Gongquan I ##, whose courtesy name was Chengxuan ####, liked to study in
his childhood, and was able to compose odes when twelve years old. He passed the jinshi #£-1: degree
and began his official career as a Collator of the Archives Secretariat #4241 in the early years
of the Yuanhe JGHI era. When Li Ting 2= was in Xia Prefecture X JIl as regional governor, he
asked Gongquan to be his Chief Secretary %£&iC. When Emperor Muzong #25% was enthroned,
Gongquan entered the Palace to give a report. Emperor summoned him for an interview, and said: “After
seeing your calligraphy at a Buddhist temple, I have remembered it for a long time.” He was installed as
Right Reminder £7#3 18 on that day, given the title Academician Calligrapher-in-Waiting in the
Imperial Hanlin Academy M AF £ 1L, and later transferred to become Right Rectifier of Omissions
Fi##B4 and Vice Director of the Bureau of Honors )3 £ 4. When Emperor neglected politics, he
asked Gongquan: “With what manner of brushwork can I realize perfect calligraphy?” Gongquan
answered: “Brushwork depends on heart, that is, the brush is correct as long as the heart is correct.”
Then Emperor changed his expression, because he noticed that Gongquan did not refer to brushwork but
remonstrated indirectly, in fact. Gongquan learned Wang Xizhi’s calligraphy at first, later also studied
various brushworks of the recent period, and then completed his own style of calligraphy, which was a
strong yet delicate one. At that time, if a court noble or a high statesman could not engrave Gongquan’s
calligraphy on the stele of his family’s tomb, people considered it unfilial. When foreigners came to
bring tributes, they all specially allotted some money, and said: “This is reserved for Liu’s calligraphy.”
The Diamond Sitra Stele 4:f|Z&%1#% built at the Ximingsi P§WI=F temple of the Upper Capital - #f
of Chang’an, which contained all the styles of Zhong Yao #f, Wang Xizhi &, Ouyang Xun [X, Yu
Shinan [, Chu Suiliang #%, and Lu Jianzhi [, was one of his works of exceptional prosperity. On a
summer day, Emperor Wenzong 5% composed collaborative poems with Imperial Scholars, and then
said: “Although people all hate heat, I love the long daytime of summer.” Gongquan continued:
“Fragrant wind comes from the south, a slice of coolness is brought into the Palace.” Although the other
five scholars, such as Ding ] and Yuan 3, all continued the poem, Emperor only recited the two
phrases composed by Gongquan, and said: “The words are clear, the meaning is enough to appreciate, it
is not like the poems one usually finds.” Therefore, Emperor made Gongquan handwrite the phrases on
the wall in the Palace, each character the size of five cun. Emperor looked at it, and said with
admiration: “Neither Zhong Yao nor Wang Xizhi could add anything, even if he returned to life.”

NE: WIAKE, FRE HPES, TR, oY), ELEY, BRMEAREN, I
B, REREHT. BEWAL, AZFH AR, AR RIS IR, B2 AR 7
AVEFEA R, AR L, AN, FH QAN R, BERARE: dige 7

56



BE: CHELRL, LIERIEIE. 7 BlcRmERl . AREYISREE, BRI, R
WH, B K. HREAMWAREFME, TNMEAMETES, NURAFE. SbRANH, BHEER,
Fl: “Obls. 7 LAmulsy CRMIAem), Mad,. £, B R . Bl URGE. X
REOMS LA, W “ANBwad, REZOR. 7 ARSH. “FERAarmk, BREAEM
We VT RSB LW, WRAAENA, H “FEEEL, AWEA. 7 TS ARERER
e, FOrRITSY. Bz, BE: “f. EEA, mLns. 7
Notes: Liu Gongquan A (778-865): a statesman from Huayuan #%J51 County of Jingzhao
Prefecture JUJKJFf. His highest titles were Junior Preceptor of the Crown Prince X /Pfifi and
Duke of Hedong Commandery o[ UE 2. He was posthumously conferred the title Grand Preceptor
of the Crown Prince X-FKfifi. Yuanhe JGF! era: 806-820. Li Ting Z=¥# (779-839): a regional
military governor from Lintan [ County of Tao Prefecture ¥k}H. His courtesy name was Zhengsi
1EJE. His highest titles were Grand Guardian of the Crown Prince K-F A& and Duke of Liang
State 5[5 2. He was posthumously conferred the title Minister of Education #]4E. He held the post
Inspector of Xia Prefecture X 4] & and Military Commissioner of Xia, Sui, Yin, and You
Prefectures B 4% 8RF 6 & {F from 819 to 820. Emperor Muzong of Tang J} 255 (795-824, r.
820-824): the fifteenth emperor of the Tang dynasty. He was originally named You %, later renamed
Heng 1H when installed as the Crown Prince. His temple name is Muzong. Lu Jianzhi FE3 2
(585-638): an official from Wu County 5%5% of Su Prefecture #f/N. His mother was Yu Shinan’s
sister. His highest title was Gentleman Consultant of the Crown Prince X¥ wl7#%ES. Emperor
Wenzong of Tang [ 5% (809-840, r. 826-840): the seventeenth emperor of the Tang dynasty. He
was originally named Han j, later renamed Ang &). His temple name is Wenzong. Ding 7T : this
might refer to Ding Juhui | J&Hf§ (d. 840), who held the title Imperial Hanlin Scholar ¥j#kE: 1=
from 835 to 838 and from 839 to 840. Yuan J: this might refer to Yuan Du 3 #5 or Yuan Jiao %L
%K, who were both son to Yuan Zi 3%, a prime minister in the reign of Emperor Xianzong of Tang
HESE (r. 805-820), and both once held the title Imperial Hanlin Scholar. Cun ~f: a unit of length.
Five cun approximately equaled 15 cm in the Tang dynasty. Cf. # 3 « Wi %i{H, vol. 165.

31. It also says: In the early years of the Dazhong K*' era, Liu Gongquan was transferred to be Junior
Preceptor of the Crown Prince X /Dfifi, and went to court to express his gratitude. Emperor
Xuanzong 5% summoned him to come up into the Palace and handwrite three papers in the imperial
presence. The Inspector of the Armies EEZ# Ximen Jixuan P[JZ2Z held an inkstone reverently,
and the Palace Secretary Mi*${fi Cui Juyuan £ [EJ& handed him a brush. He wrote ten characters on
one paper in regular script E.i5: “Lady Wei fif< A imparted the brushwork to Right General Wang.”
He also wrote eleven characters on another paper in running script 17#: “The Thousand Character
Classic in Regular and Cursive Scripts FLET3 by Dhyana Master Yong KA is completed

with the Wang family’s brushwork.” He also wrote eight characters on the other paper in cursive script
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FE: “Yan ¥, zai K, hu T, and ye {1 are the characters that are called particles.” Emperor gave
him brocade and silverware such as a pot and a basin, moreover, had him handwrite a letter of
appreciation without any limitation on style of script, such as regular . or running {7. Emperor
cherished it exceptionally.
XE: AR I AL, P, HEE AR, T AT BRI X, MR
B, —4UE 5 B “IRAEEEREAHE, 7 —4UrE— B CORMERT (L
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Notes: Dazhong K era: 847-860. Emperor Xuanzong of Tang 3 & 5% (810-859, r. 846-859):
the nineteenth emperor of the Tang dynasty. He was originally named Yi fi, later renamed Chen 1k
when enthroned. His temple name is Xuanzong. Ximen Jixuan Pi['JZ5%: a eunuch who held the
titles of Palace Commandant-Protector of the Armies of Inspired Strategy ff1%€ " /# and Inspector of
the Armies FE7%{#, etc. Cui Juyuan % FJii: details unknown. The title Palace Secretary i 2 {ff
was also held by eunuchs. Lady Wei fifk A\, i.e., Wei Shuo fi# (272-349): Wei Guan’s i 5
(see art. 27) niece who married the Governor of Ruyin Commandery f2K5F Li Ju 254, Her
courtesy name was Maoyi J¥¥i. It is said that Wang Xizhi was taught calligraphy by her in youth.
Dhyana Master Yong 7K{iififi, i.e., Shi Zhiyong FEZJK: see art. 29. Yan, zai, hu, and ye are the
characters that are called particles FHEUIE, 158kFH: the last two phrases of the Thousand
Character Classic. Cf. 8 & « MIA %1%, vol. 165.

32. It also says: Ouyang Xun [KFZ#f] was from Linxiang [l County of Tan Prefecture #E/M|. He
learned Wang Xizhi’s calligraphy at first, and later shifted his style gradually. He stood out for his
severe and strong brushwork at that time. The characters he wrote were appreciated as a model by every
contemporary who obtained his epistle. Goguryeo =% people respected his calligraphy so much that
they once sent an envoy to search for it. Then Emperor Gaozu f=f said with admiration: “I never
expected that the fame of his calligraphy would spread far that it reached the barbarians. When they look
at his calligraphy, do they imagine that his body is sturdy?” (Original annotation: Xun’s body was small,
thus Emperor said these words.)
XE: B, SMNEMAN. YR ERE, REWE . ST, R KA
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Notes: Ouyang Xun FXFZ#1 (557—641): an official who held the title Director of the Watches of the

Crown Prince KT % 5 4. His courtesy name was Xinben {5 4. Emperor Gaozu of Tang /1 &

(566-635, 1. 618-626): the first emperor of the Tang dynasty. His given name was Yuan . His

temple name is Gaozu. Cf. & fH & « fF22H I, vol. 189.
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33. It also says: Ouyang Tong [#KF5i8 was Xun’s 1 son. He lost his father early, so his mother Lady
Xu #X[IC taught him the calligraphy of his father. She often gave him coins to deceive him, saying:
“This is the price for which I pawned your father’s calligraphy.” Tong yearned for the fame, and became
so eager that he made tireless efforts night and day, thereby almost reaching the level of Xun.
XE: BB, sz, B0 BHRIRAHARE. s, Hn. “HAURXEHZH. 7l
SeA LN, ORI s, ETA .
Notes: Ouyang Tong #[5il (d. 691): a statesman of the Tang and Wu Zhou dynasties. His courtesy
name was Tongshi JHffi. He held the post of prime minister as Minister of Ceremony ] #&l and
Concurrent Director of the Chancellery J#1 5 3 in the reign of Wu Zetian i HII’K (see art. 38).
Cf. BHHE « i L, vol. 189.

34. The Book of Tang says: In the fourth month of the second year of the Longshuo #E# era, Emperor
made calligraphy by himself to send to the generals in Liaodong i# ¥, and told Xu Jingzong #F#{ 5%
“Xu Yushi #F#Af always cares for my handwriting, I will exhibit it for him in the hall of the court.”
Yushi came into the court, was delighted, and told the officials inside the court privately: “I have seen
many old works of calligraphy. People only appreciate the two Wangs 7T after the Wei and Jin
dynasties, however, Yishao i/l is poor in power but delicate, Zijing F#{ is delicate but poor in
power. Having looked at the Imperial hand, I now know it is completed with the superiority of the
brushwork of the two Wangs, phoenix JB\ and luan # flying around, and it really is a sacred work
through all the ages.”

CEFY Bl N, EARBHERON, Eires . “FFEmE A 20E, R
WA, 7 BRI, WE, RAEWEE. “EARNEIEZR. MECR, MR X, Kb
Mmwt, FHED T . A B, ke, BEwe, fhAsse. 7

Notes: Longshuo #E] era: 661-663. Emperor: refers to Emperor Gaozong of Tang J#f =52, the

third emperor of the Tang dynasty (628-683, r. 649-683). His given name was Zhi fi. His temple
name is Gaozong. Xu Jingzong %% (592-672): a prime minister in the reign of Emperor
Gaozong, from Xincheng #i#% County of Hang Prefecture #i/l. His highest title was Preceptor of
the Crown Prince K- K[fifi. His courtesy name was Yanzu ZEj%. Xu Yushi FFEffi: a prime
minister in the reign of Emperor Gaozong, from Anlu %P4 County of An Prefecture /. His
highest title was Left Chancellor ZEAH. Cf. Tang huivao & & %, vol. 35; Tangchao xushulu J& 7 5 5
8% (Fashu yaolu 15E 8%, vol. 4).

35. It also says: Emperor Taizong added a commentary after the Biography of Right General Wang,
History of Jin &% « i ¥ {# as follows: Zhong Yao’s calligraphy distributes thinness and thickness
well, applies sparsity and density successfully, with white and crimson clouds spreading and

disappearing—there is no room for objection at that point. However, its style is archaic and not modern,
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and every character is so long and is out of the usual order. Although Xianzhi’s work possesses the same
style as his father, it is neither novel nor skillful, looks sparse and thin as withered trees in winter, whose
offshoots are cut away and unable to expand, and looks as cramped as a hungry slave of a demanding
family, who is fettered and has no freedom. Xiao Ziyun’s i 2 work does not have the atmosphere
of a fine figure of a man, every line looks like an earthworm that came out in spring, every character
looks like a snake that was going to hibernate in autumn, Wang Meng Fi% was made to lie on the
paper, and Xu Yan %i{E was made to sit under the brush. It is far from appropriate that their fame has
spread abroad. Therefore, Wang Yishao is the sole man who observed archaic and modern styles in
detail, studied older works precisely, and realized perfect beauty.
NE: RFER (B« AHEME) B b EEMGR, 2mE, Bis, MR, HH
WETIAS, FRITES . MR MEAA S, AT, s b4 2 fhifst, BET MR, W
AR F AR RN T RS, AT IR, A AR R, ARSI AT,
AIRMETA T . LA2ZiRse, SARRAIEY Prilaege s 4, WbRgEs, #ardise, HMEERbT.
Notes: Xiao Ziyun i T-Z%: see art. 24. Wang Meng Ti% (309-347): an official from Jinyang &
k% County of Taiyuan XJ5 Commandery. His courtesy name was Zhongzu ffifH. His highest title
was Left Chief Clerk in the Ministry of Education "] Zc 1<% of the Eastern Jin dynasty. It is not
clear why he is referred to here. Xu Yan ffE: details unknown. Cf. fH& %, vol. 35; & « £
Zf%, vol. 80.

36. It also says: Kong Ruosi fL#57 /& lost his father early, thence his mother Lady Chu #4 [\ educated
him by herself, and he became famous for his learning and acts. When he was young, a man brought
several scrolls of Chu Suiliang’s calligraphy to give him, however, he only received one of them. The
man said: “This calligraphy is valued high today, its price equals gold. Why don’t you take all of them?”
Ruosi said: “If its price equals gold or gems, this is too much.” Then he cut off a half of the scroll he had
received and returned it to the man.
NE: FLEERI BHERE B, BT AIA . FORE, AT RS SR L, AT
B —%, HAE: “HEEAIE, EES. MARKZ? 7 FEE: “FHELEY,
WRZ. 7 EEELLEBZR.
Notes: Kong Ruosi fL# & (c. 7th-8th century): an official from Shanyin [LIfZ County of Yue
Prefecture #% /M. His highest title was Right Adviser of the Crown Prince K F A ifiif%. Chu
Suiliang #4i% R : see art. 28. Cf. & & « 3 I, vol. 190.

37. It also says: Lu Zhiyou [ %1k was a man of large caliber, and his language was also beautiful. He
was exceptionally good at calligraphy, therefore, when he produced writing, people vied with one
another in imitating it.

NE: BARSERIE, CFRE. JULE, —EEE, AR
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Notes: Lu Zhiyou JE %1%k (c. 9th—10th century): a statesman from Fanyang JiF% County of You
Prefecture K4 /M. His courtesy name was Zimo 2. His highest titles in life were Grand Preceptor
of the Crown Prince K KHfi and Concurrent Minister of Works 1/ 7 %%. He was posthumously
conferred the title Defender-in-Chief A J#. Cf. 85 35 « B &FE, vol. 163.

38. It also says: Zhong Shaojing ##H5{ was from Gan # County of Qian Prefecture J€/!|. He held
the post Recorder of the Court of the National Granaries i fi§#3¢ at first, and was later assigned to
the Central Secretariat JE\ because of his skill in calligraphy. In the reign of Empress Zetian HIK,
the plate on the gate of the Bright Hall W%, the inscriptions of the Nine Tripod Cauldrons JL4#, and
the plates on the gates of palaces were all handwritten by Shaojing.
NE: SN M. PIRA R, U LHEERE. QRRRPIH Jushe 88, Mok
BTG, R T
Notes: Zhong Shaojing $fi#37{: a prime minister in the reign of Emperor Ruizong of Tang JH% 5%
(r. 684-690, 710-712). His courtesy name was Keda ©] K. His highest title was Secretariat Director
14 Empress Zetian HI°K, i.e., Wu Zetian (]Il ’K (d. 705, r. 690-705): Empress to Emperor
Gaozong of Tang J#i =55, later Empress as monarch of the Wu Zhou dynasty. Her family name was
Wu, and her given name was Zhao &, for which she later created the new character 22, with the
same reading. Her posthumous name is Zetian. Bright Hall ¥ %: a place to perform ceremonies in
the imperial court, which was built by Empress Zetian after the ancient Zhou dynasty institution. Nine
Tripod Cauldrons JL!%: ritual utensils that symbolized the authority of a dynasty to rule over all the
Nine Regions JLJN of China. Empress Zetian cast them after the ancient Zhou dynasty institution.

Cf. BERE « A, vol. 97.

39. It also says: Before Wang Ya T was killed, the books stored in his house amounted to several
tens of thousands of scrolls, which almost equaled the imperial library. When someone treasured a fine
work of calligraphy or painting of former ages, he always obtained it by giving a lot of money to the
owner. Even if the owner did not receive money, he always obtained it by giving a title to the owner. He
built a fence and dug a hole carefully, then stored his collection inside duplicated walls. When he was
killed, people broke the fence and took his collection away, some of them removed the decoration from
cases to take gold and gems, they also picked off the bars of scroll that were made of jade, and threw
away calligraphy and painting works that were more precious.
XE: EJERERR, JERIEWES, ERER. iiikEaE, ATRIEE, RUEREZ . A%
B#, LDUTES., ERESE, M AR, 28, ASUEIZ, SR E 4 T fh BT
ER G TE

Notes: Wang Ya +if (d. 835): a prime minister in the reign of Emperor Wenzong of Tang (r. 826—

840), from Jinyang %% County of Taiyuan Prefecture XJFJFf. His courtesy name was Guangjin
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J##. His highest title was Minister of Works #]%¥. He was killed because of his involvement in the
Sweet Dew incident H #5255, Cf. #53#E « £ vol. 169.

40. The Unofficial Biography of Cai Yan %<¥%ji|{# says: Yan replied to Cao Cao H: “Please give
me paper and a brush, I shall write in regular L or cursive ¥ script, whichever you order.”
CERBNED Bl REEEE. “ZH0%E, HERal. 7

Notes: Unofficial Biography of Cai Yan %%3%i{4: refers to a non-standard biographic record about
Cai Yan. Cai Yan %%¥; (c. 2nd-3rd centuries): a daughter of Cai Yong %¢E%, a famous scholar from
Yu County 8% of Chenliu [ % Commandery. Her courtesy name was Zhaoji HH4ii. People of the
Jin dynasty called her Wenji 3C4li to avoid naming taboos due to Sima Zhao w5l (see art. 55),
and she is still commonly referred to as Cai Wenji %<3 after many generations. She was involved
in the war in the last years of the Eastern Han dynasty, married the Xiongnu %] king, and later
came back home owing to Cao Cao’s support. In this article, Cao Cao ordered her to recite the texts
she had memorized from her father’s library, which had been lost in the war. Cao Cao 4§ (155-
220): the Counsellor-in-Chief 7K#H in the final years of the Eastern Han dynasty, from Qiao County
FERR of Pei State Jili[®. His courtesy name was Mengde % f%. His highest title in life was Prince of
Wei %} 1. He was posthumously conferred the title of Emperor by Emperor Wen of Wei %34 . His
posthumous name is Wu i, and his temple name is Taizu KA. Cf. B H « Zl Lo, 5 74,

41. The Unofficial Biography of Bing Yuan HSJiUilf% says: When Yuan was five or six years old, he
started crying as he passed a schoolhouse. The teacher said: “Why do you cry?” Yuan said: “Orphans
easily become sentimental. Those who are learning calligraphy here all have parents. Just now I saw
them writing, and I felt sad and shed tears.” The teacher commiserated with Yuan’s words, cried for him
and said: “If you want to learn calligraphy, I will not charge you fees.” Then Yuan began to learn under
the teacher.
CRBJEEY El: BRI N, WEFSWN . M. “fa? 7 JjE: “IFaE%. RELS
AN, SBULE, MR, 7 R E, MR, Fl “GREAAEN. 7 BlE.
Notes: Unofficial Biography of Bing Yuan W) Jjlf%: refers to a non-standard biographic record
about Bing Yuan. Bing Yuan ARJi (c. 2nd-3rd centuries): an official from Zhuxu £ County of
Beihai b Commandery. His courtesy name was Genju H3%i. He held the titles Clerk of the
Minister of Works #]Z*# and Verifier of the Counsellor-in-Chief ZKAH%ZF under Cao Cao. Cf.
Al J5H cited in Yiwen leiju BE3CHIR, vol. 35; JRAE cited in =[G « BE « WRIREEEM 2 1,
vol. 11.

42. Biographies of Jiang Wei's Clan TI{#Zf# says: Wei was good at calligraphy by nature, those who

obtained his writing all saved it as treasure.
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LMY Bl s, ASHTm, AL R
Notes: Biographies of Jiang Wei’s Clan 1.1 {4: probably refers to the Biographies of Jiang Clan
YLIGEHK A written by Jiang Zuo YLE, et al. in the Jin dynasty, which is recorded in the Book of Sui
“Monograph on Bibliography” [ « £¢4% &, Now lost. It was probably a collection of biographies
of people from the Jiang clan of Yu County FA%% of Chenliu [ Commandery. Jiang Wei 7T.f&:

an official who held the title Court Gentleman JBZHH of the Jin dynasty.

43. Biographies of Divine Immortals #{l11% says: Dongguo Yan ¥ FS%E was able to write at night if
he took lingfei powder ‘% ff¢H{. (Original annotation: means to have good eyesight.)
CHANERY Bl R R AR, feiE. Jad: SHH. O
Notes: Biographies of Divine Immortals #{l[|{%: a collection of biographic records about legendary
immortals written by Ge Hong %7t (283-343). Dongguo Yan *RZ[%E: identical to Dongguo
Yannian P FRAELE, who is referred to in the Later Book of Han “Account of Alchemists” &7 «
JrikiE, B 72, Cf. A, vol. 7.

44. Tt also says: Wang Yuan Fji, whose courtesy name was Fangping /71>, was from Donghai Hif§
Commandery. He was erudite, well versed in astronomy, apocrypha, and the Book of Changes especially,
and able to know in advance the epoch of rise and fall of the world. Emperor Huan of Han 7y
heard of it and summoned him many times, but he did not go, therefore, Emperor sent an envoy to the
commandery to load him into a car forcibly and carry him to the capital. Yuan replied nothing, with his
head down and his eyes closed, and handwrote four hundred-odd characters on the gates of the office,
which all foretold the future. Emperor feared it so much as to have them planed away; however, the
characters appeared again, and the ink all permeated into the boards.
NE: £, 57, KA. 8, JUWIRIC, . Mg B, AR N . W
WL, AU, ERREGE G s [RBPD, AEE, JREETT RN TR, BHUTR.
WAL, ALY, WL, S BAACE.

Notes: Emperor Huan of Han #fH7%7 (132-167, r. 146-167): the eleventh emperor of the Eastern

Han dynasty. His given name was Zhi i&. His posthumous name is Xiaohuan #4H, and his temple

name is Weizong & 5%. Cf. #llIf#, vol. 3.

45. Records of Shi Hu at the Ye Capital £ [Z¥ " #C says: Shi Hu had a horse riding performer, who
could, while dressed in vermillion clothes and a jinxian crown £ and standing on a horse, write
characters while it was galloping, and those characters were all neat.
CARETae) B ARAHE, ARK. ®8d, RS L, BENES, F8mE.
Notes: Records of Shi Hu at the Ye Capital 118315, i.c., Records of the Ye Capital ¥H15C: a
collection of anecdotes about Ye ¥{ City, which was the capital of the Later Zhao & dynasty in

63



the reign of Shi Hu, written by Lu Hui F&#ll in the Jin dynasty. Now lost. Shi Hu A% (295-349, r.
334-349): the third emperor of the Later Zhao £ dynasty, one of the Sixteen Kingdoms. His
posthumous name is Wu 1. Vermillion clothes 4<4<: a kind of common formal clothing worn by

officials. Jinxian crown % j&: a kind of formal crown worn by civil servants in court.

46. Records of Yongjia Commandery KZEAELFL says: When Right General Wang once visited Yongjia
and travelled through a bad path, he wrote on a large rock on the south side. Now we can still see the
writing, but the characters are not so clear.
GRFEAGTY Bl B EAHEEKG, SREE, GHEEEERNA. SWRSEE, MPA~T T.
Notes: Records of Yongjia Commandery 7K 5% Fll iU : geographical records about Yongjia

Commandery written by Zheng Jizhi 5452 in the Liu Song dynasty. Now lost.

47. The Baopuzi #1¥bT says: The medicines yingcongshi 8, tianxiong KNI, and henao H&IE
enable one to write characters at night when one takes them.
CHuAh7) El. JeRgr. RiE. B RS AKE.
Notes: Baopuzi 34N a philosophical work about Taoist immortality written by Ge Hong (283—

343). This article is not found in the current text of the book.

48. The Sungingzi 2T says: There were many people who invented writing, but only the name of
Cangjie ##H came down to the present, because he paid the most attention to it.
(MY Bl fEHESR, MEBRE Ho—W.
Notes: Sunqingzi 2W-F, i.e., the Xunzi &j¥: a Confucian philosophical work written by Xun
Kuang #ji% (c. 4th-3rd centuries BCE). Cf. Hj T * fi#ili.

49. The Huainanzi iR ¥ says: When Cangjie invented writing, heaven rained grain and devils %
cried at night. (Original annotation: Gao You &/ says: After writing was invented, people began to
commit fraud, departed from fundamentals, ran to inessentials, abandoned cultivation, and made efforts
for tiny benefit. Heaven knew that people would starve, thereby raining grain for them. Devils feared to
be impeached with written documents, therefore crying. Another text uses the character % instead of
Y2, meaning that rabbits 7 feared people wounding them to make brush with their hair, therefore
crying.)

G TY B HREEES, MRWIE, BN JRE: @aEE: BEH2UE, JFRE, LAal
Ky FEMRZE, MBHEIZH. REIGEER, MORMSRE. BRI, MM, RuER,
REBEAMERE, Fhe, HR D

Notes: Huainanzi ¥ F: a Syncretist 52X philosophical work written by Prince of Huainan An
WERFE % (179-122 BCE), annotated by Gao You i/ (c. 2nd-3rd centuries). Cf. #EFG T « A%
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All.

50. It also says: Under the light of the bright moon, one can see into the distance but cannot handwrite
small characters.
X W06, WLGERE, mAT LA .

Notes: Cf. #EFGT~ « ikl

51. The Shenzi AT says: Writing is the means for recording public credit.
() B HR, b fEd.
Notes: Shenzi ¥ : a Legalist 7% philosophical work written by Shen Dao 1HZ| (c. 4th century
BCE). Cf. 1H T + Jiiff.

52. The Suichaozi BEHLT says: Shihuang 52 was inherently able to write characters.
(PEEFY Bl L RFEMREE.
Notes: Suichaozi F&HLT: a Mohist 555X philosophical work. Now lost. Shihuang 5 & : refers to
Cangjie #F#H. Cf. BES T cited in Beitang shuchao AL E4b, vol. 7; MR T « 5 #H.

53. Corrected Records of Three Guardians —Hilii)t§% says: Wei Dan #:Hi, whose courtesy name was
Zhongjiang {115, was installed as Governor of Wudu Commandery i(#5K5F; but, due to his skill in
calligraphy, could not go to the commandery to take up a post, and was transferred to be Palace
Attendant "' to manage the editing of the Book of Wei #7. The book is now called Book of
Cavalier Attendant %552, also named Book of Great Wei KZLZE, and amounts to fifty volumes.
When the palaces of the three capitals of Luoyang 7%F%, Ye #F, and Xu #F were constructed, Dan was
ordered to write the plates to make them everlasting models. The brush and ink given by Emperor were
not good enough for his use, therefore, he reported to Emperor: “When a craftsman wants to do good
work, he always first sharpens his tools. When I use the three tools—Zhang Zhi’s 5&2 brush, Zuo
Bo’s 7£1[1 paper, and my ink, and with my hand also, I can freely write not only a character as large as
a zhang square, but also a thousand characters the size of one cun square.”

(ZlhpReRy Bl 2=, Aok, BRulHRsy, DIEASRE, i, mAF (BE). 9% (s
;Y — CRBEEDY, Nhth. w8, F=8int, astsfd, IR, Dgess
BAMEH, BZEH: “RIREBHF, BEMHLS. HRZSE., ZO4UES, Sb=H, X5
BT, @bz sy, 15, 7

Notes: Corrected Records of Three Guardians = iifi{}t5#: a collection of historical records about the
Three Guardians —#ifi, the metropolitan region around Chang’an, written by Zhao Qi #5f (d. 201)
and annotated by Zhi Yu ¥ (c. 3rd—4th centuries). Now lost. This article probably belongs to an
annotation by Zhi Yu. Wei Dan FHE (179-253): a statesman from Jingzhao %{JK Commandery.
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His highest titles were Secretariat Supervisor H1:5 and Grand Master for Splendid Happiness ¥t
KK of the Cao Wei dynasty. Book of Wei %L75: a history of the Cao Wei dynasty completed by
the Cavalier Attendant-in-Ordinary #{% % fF Wang Shen £k (d. 266), et al. in the Western Jin
dynasty. Now lost. Zhang Zhi 55 2: see art. 14. Zuo Bo 7cfH (c. 2nd-3rd centuries): a famous
papermaker from Donglai ¥ #¢ Commandery. His courtesy name was Ziyi ¥ . Zhang : a
zhang approximately equaled 242 cm in the Cao Wei dynasty. Cun ~: a cun approximately equaled
2.42 cm in the Cao Wei dynasty. Cf. —Hifiyii# cited in U, vol. 58.

54. Folklore 1} &t says: Huan Xuan fH % employed Yang Xin £ Jit as Adjutant of the
Westward-subduing General fIE7F§17 8225, Xuan loved calligraphic art, so he called Xin in and had
him sit down, before sending a messenger to call for Gu Changkang H{Z/E, and then discussed
calligraphic art together with them until the meeting was closed at night after a long while.
Gty Bl: FEXWETRRALTIAT 2 8, K8 H, WAL, JHEEIFBUREE, UGS 24,
RAJIE
Notes: Folklore 1%7i: a collection of stories edited by Shen Yue ¥L&J (441-513). Now lost. Huan
Xuan 0% (369-404): a statesman from Longgang i JU County of Qiao State #fE[#]. His courtesy
name was Jingdao #(J. His highest titles were Counsellor-in-Chief 7KAH and Prince of Chu #£ T
of the Eastern Jin dynasty. He later ascended the throne of the Chu dynasty Emperor, but was soon
killed by Liu Yu %4 (i.e., Emperor Wu of Song i, see art. 20). Yang Xin £k (370-442):
an official from Nancheng F§3{ County of Taishan Zgill Commandery. His courtesy name was
Jingyuan #{JG. His highest title was Grand Master of Palace Leisure H#{ KK of the Liu Song
dynasty. Gu Changkang 4% 5, i.e., Gu Kaizhi 12 (c. 4th-5th centuries): an official and
famous painter from Wuxi f&#) County of Jinling #F% Commandery. His courtesy name was
Changkang. His highest title was Cavalier Attendant-in-Ordinary if(i# fF of the Eastern Jin
dynasty.

55. Reputations of the Present World H5f says: Zhong Hui & had the intention of rebelling, and
secretly reported that Deng Ai B8 seemed to be going to rebel. Because Hui was good at imitating
other’s writing, he requested Al to give for a report at Jiange ¥, but he then changed all the words to
make Ai look very arrogant and boastful, and made Ai distrust Sima Prince Wen #] 553 .
(tEm) B SerARE, HAma k. XaRaAE, RalEEisEk, B5HE, &F
AL, UL,
Notes: Reputations of the Present World M3, ie., Wei-Jin Accounts of the World B35 tHEE:

Tl

historical records about the Wei and Western Jin period, written by Guo Ban ¥[%H in the Western Jin
dynasty. Now lost. Zhong Hui §f € (225-264): a statesman and general. His father was Zhong Yao
#ifi#% (see art. 14). His courtesy name was Shiji -=Z*. His highest title was Minister of Works ] %%
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of the Cao Wei dynasty. Deng Ai 55 (d. 264): a statesman and general from Jiyang % County
of Yiyang F£I% Commandery. His courtesy name was Shizai - #§. His highest title was
Defender-in-Chief & J#f of the Cao Wei dynasty. Sima Prince Wen #]f53 T, i.e., Sima Zhao ]
I (211-265): a statesman from Wen County #if% of Henei 1[N Commandery. He directed the
Wei generals as General-in-Chief K8 when the Shu Han was conquered. His highest titles in life
were Counsellor-in-Chief #f [ and Prince of Jin ¥ & of the Cao Wei dynasty. He was
posthumously conferred the title of Emperor by Emperor Wu of Jin % 1{77. His posthumous name is
Wen 3, and his temple name is Taizu AKAH. Cf. =& « 215 « & vol. 28: “& N1 L,
BRI Rl B gr, ARG, 7 3ehaziE:  “ (HEE) B g3 E, Rk LER
B, BHHT, SRR, 2 AR, B ERE, FEUSEz W, 7

56. The Discussive Weighing il says: The Chart that emerged from the Yellow River i1 and
the Inscription & that emerged from the Luo River #fi (or #) were auspicious signs for the sacred
thearch. It was because the brush harmonized with heaven and earth, and the fingers corresponded with
gods that Cangjie # i was able to invent characters. How could unnatural phenomena happen, such
that it rained grain and devils cried!
Gy B R (D, A OsvE: SglED b (D), SmEZEEdN. BHECY, %
SRR, FRELRAN G . TR L. OB k!
Notes: Discussive Weighing ffi: a Syncretist #EZX philosophical work written by Wang Chong
FEF (b. 27 CE). Yellow River Chart ji[|& and Luo River Inscription #ff#: legendary books that

were said to be the origin of trigrams J\Ek. Cf. @l « &K,

57. It also says: Secretariat clerks avoid Bing N days, because Cangjie £ #H is said to have died on a
Bing day.
MNE: HEEAH, EsHbIN HAEw.

Notes: Bing day A H: the third day in a week of ten celestial stem KT days. Cf. mffif « i H.

58. Tales of the World 3}l says: Wei Zhongjiang FE{H#f was good at calligraphy. When Emperor
Ming of Wei #{W]%7 constructed a palace and affixed a plate, he made Zhongjiang climb up a ladder
and write on the plate. When Zhongjiang climbed down, his hair was completely white. Therefore, he
admonished his sons and grandsons never to learn calligraphy.
CHEEEY e Aok d . Bk, 2%, MM s rEe. W, SHEMR. BREET
B
Notes: Tales of the World 1135, i.e. A New Account of the Tales of the World 358155 a collection
of stories about the nobles from third to fifth centuries, written by Liu Yiging %3¢ & (403-444) and
annotated by Liu Xiaobiao F|ZAE (462-521). Wei Zhongjiang FAKf, i.e., Wei Dan FHE: see
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art. 53. Emperor Ming of Wei W7 (d. 239, r. 226-239): the second emperor of the Cao Wei
dynasty. His given name was Rui #!{. His posthumous name is Ming, and his temple name is Liezu

FUAL Cf. HEEH R « L

59. Reminiscences 1$% ¥ by Wang Shengzhi FJI2 says: I used to associate most familiarly with
my nephew Sun Daoji &JE . When we once stayed in Jingzhou 7/, we lived together in a room,
had much leisure in winter, and there studied calligraphy together for a long time. I stored and cataloged
his handwritten works to save them as treasures for my solitary life. Daoji wrote at the end of a paper:
“Dear uncle, please look at these studies of epistle when you return to the mountains.” His hand still
looks bright and clear as ever, and that makes me grieve very much.
FItz CHERY . REEEHRETACI R 2. SRR, FE—%, L2l RIS,
RWmERz, MURBRBEZE. BEEFGZACRE: “Hi@hzH, SneEmE. 7 REFP,
e H, BHRE L.
Notes: Reminiscences 1%#)7: Now lost. Wang Shengzhi T-F+: a non-governmental scholar
from Langya JRA Commandery. His courtesy name was Muzhong F2{}i. He is referred to in
different literature by several names such as Shengzhi 22, Shuzhi {2, Shuyuan #%Jt, Shuzhi
2, and Xuzhi %72, most of which might be clerical errors. Refer to the Complete Liu Song Prose
AR, vol. 57. Sun Daoji fAIH%: details unknown. Jingzhou ¥ijJH: refers to Jiangling JT.B%
County of Nan Commandery F7f.
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