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A Miraculous Life:
An Interview with a Plaintiff of the Lawsuit of Class
Action of Hansen’s Disease Patients’ Families

Yasunori FUKUOKA & Ai KUROSAKA

The publication of Ai Kurosaka’s Japanese original version (Seori
Shobo, 2015) of Fighting Prejudice in Japan: The Families of Hansen s
Disease Patients Speak Out (Melbourne: Trans Pacific Press, 2018)
functioned as the leverage for the lawsuit of class action of Hansen’s
disease patients’ families at Kumamoto District Court in February 2016.

In December 26th, 2016, at the second pleading of the trial, a female
plaintiff whose number is 188 stated her opinion as follows.

“I was born in National Sanatorium Miyako Nanseien at Miyakojima
Island in August 4th, 1958. To tell the truth, my mother was forced to get
the abortion injection by the staff of the sanatorium when she was
pregnant with me, but fortunately the injection did not work and I was
able to be born to my mother.”

When we heard her statement, we immediately reminded that we are
already familiar with this story from the interview with Mr. Masakatsu
Chinen who once lived in Miyako Nanseien. The interview with Mr.
Chinen was practiced at Nanpu Hall, the visitors’ lodge of Miyako
Nanseien in February 19th, 2008. (This interview is published with the
title of “Segregation Policy and Eugenic Policy: An Interview with a
Former Resident of a Hansen’s Disease Sanatorium” on the same issue
of this journal as well.)

This female plaintiff is surely Mr. Chinen’s daughter. (We call her Ms.
M in this paper.) We visited Miyakojima Island with Mr. Gwangnam
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Hwang, the vice representative of the plaintiffs group during May 4th
and 7th, 2017. On May 4th we spent afternoon time to practice the field
work in the sanatorium, and had a convivial gathering with the members
of Tida-no-Kai (Society of Sun), that is, the group of the plaintiffs in
Miyakojima, and former and current residents of the sanatorium (25
people in total). On the next day, we held an interview with Ms. M at her
place.

The government of Japan, the defendant of the lawsuit stated that the
Segregation Policy only targeted Hansen’s disease patients themselves,
thus they would not accept the claim that this policy negatively affected
the patients’ family lives. I wonder if the legal representatives of the
government honestly agree with this statement or not. We have met
several plaintiffs who could live thanks to the fact that their parents ran
away from the sanatorium while they were in pregnancy. Even Ms. M is
the survivor from the abortion injection that the sanatorium staff forcedly
gave to her pregnant mother. Certainly, the government attempted to
annihilate not only Hansen’s disease patients but also their descendants
through the Segregation and Extermination Policy and they just failed to
achieve it perfectly. However, we should not forget there had been
enormous unborn lives due to this policy. In the lawsuit of class action
of Hansen’s disease patients’ families, many plaintiffs say that their
unborn brothers and sisters were aborted by the government policy.
Keywords: the lawsuit of class action of Hansen’s disease patients’
families, Eugenic Policy, life story
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