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Medical Malpractice in a Hansen’s Disease Sanatorium:
An Interview with the Plaintiff of a Malpractice Suit

Yasunori FUKUOKA & Ai KUROSAKA

Ms. Misako Yamashita’s life story is stormy and full of drama.
(Misako Yamashita is her pseudonym for the medical malpractice
lawsuit.)

She was born in Kagoshima Prefecture in 1938. When she was five
years old, her father went to war, and was killed in action. When she was
in the 3rd grade of middle school, her mother abandoned her three
children including Misako and left home without notice. Misako found
her Hansen’s disease symptom in the summer just after she graduated
from middle school. She entered National Sanatorium Hoshizuka
Keiaien at Kanoya City in Kagoshima Prefecture. She had stayed there
for ten years. One day Mr. Kikuo Hamano, the chair of Toft Society
accompanied Their Highnesses Prince and Princess Takamatsu to visit
the sanatorium. Thanks to the princess’ special attention, Misako moved
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to Koyama Fukusei Hospital, a Catholic medical institute at Gotenba
City in Shizuoka Prefecture. She earned chances to meet several famous
people such as Father Garralda of Sophia University.

After she got released from Fukusei Hospital in 1970, she had stayed
in the United States less than a year with the invitation from an American
couple who had paid a visit of console to the hospital where Misako had
stayed. She had made social network with sympathetic people for a long
time and her marriage life had been peaceful with help from the husband
who was understanding her disease.

However, her disease reoccurred and she had to be hospitalized in
National Sanatorium Tama-Zenshoen at Higashimurayama City in
Tokyo Metropolis. She experienced the medical malpractice there and
Dr. Masako Namisato saved her life. Misako brought lawsuit against the
government of Japan for the medical malpractice. The truth of the
medical malpractice in Tama-Zenshoen that we heard from the interview
with her was terrible. She won the case in the first trial at Tokyo District
Court. Although the government appealed against the decision, they
reached an amicable settlement. It must be the Segregation Policy which
isolated the medical service for the disease as well as the patients. We
thought it is necessary to record the facts to show how poor medical
service for Hansen’s disease has been formed.

This interview was practiced in February 6th, 2011 at Ouen Poly
Clinic which Dr. Namisato, former vice director of National Sanatorium
Kuriu-Rakusenen opened in Tokorozawa City near Tokyo. Interviewers
were Yasunori Fukuoka, Ai Kurosaka, and Kaori Adachi (Fukuoka’s
seminar student at Saitama University at the time of the interview). Mr.
Mitsuo Kawashima (his former alias in the sanatorium), the former
resident who fully supported Ms. Misako Yamashita in the lawsuit sat in
company with us for the interview. Misako said, “As I tell you my story,
I clearly remind old incidents, the scenery and dialogues, so I tend to
keep talking and talking.” Her eloquent and humorous telling lasted
almost 5 hours.

It should be noted, she published the book Hohoemite (Smiling) (1989),
the story of the first half of her life.

Keyword: Hansen’s disease problem, medical malpractice, life story
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