
 
 
 
Issues for Predictions of the 2017 Lower House Election in Japan: Weighing Media Predictions against 
Election Results 

 
 

In this study, we compare articles that predicted the results of the 2017 Lower House Election in Japan. 
These articles covered each election district and were published by four newspaper companies and one 
news service agency, namely, Yomiuri, Nihon Keizai (Nikkei), Asahi, Mainichi Shimbun Newspaper, 
and Kyodo Tsushin. Media forecasts based on earlier surveys made worse predictions. This paper finds 
that: (1) the prediction by Kyodo that had gotten the lowest response rate was highly inaccurate, (2) 
Yomiuri had made predictions in each election district faster than other media had, and showed close 
battle for many ditricts , and (3) the survey conducted by Mainichi in the middle stage of the race was 
slower than other media and had made the most accurate predictions regarding number of seats won 
by The Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan (CDP). We present data that can be useful in 
improving the quality and accuracy of election predictions. We also discuss the future of election 
predictions using new survey methodologies.
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G= (P=0.5) s
P=1 0 s = (G/1.96/0.5)2  
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181 1 1 170 11 2 183
41 53 10 53 44 7 104

2 2 2
222 54 13 223 57 9 289

19 13 4 2 19
27 46 9 36 39 7 82

2 2 2
46 46 11 49 45 9 103
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