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Early voting has become popular in elections, resulting in an increased number of people using this
option to cast their ballots. Political parties, candidates, and campaign workers are also strongly urging
people to vote early. What impact does an increase in early voting have on elections? An analysis of
national elections since 2004, when early voting was implemented in an upper house election, indicates
that it may not increase overall voter turnout. Rather, it is more likely that those who previously voted
on election days are instead now casting early votes. Many early votes were organized votes, but in
recent years, voters who are not necessarily part of any organized voting bloc may increasingly use this
option, narrowing the difference between early voting and election day turnout.
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