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Schoolwork during hospitalization for high school students:

Effects of Learning support from university student volunteers
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Abstract

Hospitalized high school students are unable to continue their schoolwork if their hospital
does not have a high school educational system. Saitama Children’s Medical Center with a special
needs education school has begun using university student volunteers to provide learning support
to hospitalized high school students. This study aims to describe the learning methods used by uni-
versity student volunteers and the effects of those methods on hospitalized high school students.
Six university students and three special needs education school teachers were interviewed, while
23 university students were surveyed using an online survey tool. All participants were asked
about the university student volunteers’ behaviors as well as the effects of those behaviors.
Kinoshita’s Modified Grounded Theory Approach was applied to perform a qualitative analysis of
the data from the interviews and online survey. Results showed that the university student volun-
teers were able to connect with the high school students by treating them like peers. This put the
high-school students with serious illnesses at ease. We concluded that the learning support from
university student volunteers was useful for the hospitalized high school students; it helped them
improve their academic abilities as well as their mental stability, which gave them courage to face

their condition.

Keywords: learning support, university student volunteers, education for students with serious ill-

ness, hospitalized high school students
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