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Taiping Yulan “Calligraphy”: An Annotated Translation (3)

NARITA Kentaro*

This paper is the third and last part of an annotated English translation of the section “Calligraphy 2 of
the Taiping yulan 1%,
Keywords: Taiping yulan, Calligraphy, Brushmanship

The previous parts of the present annotated translation are published in the Saitama University Review
(Faculty of Liberal Arts), vol. 54 (no. 1), 2018, and vol. 54 (no. 2), 2019. A description of the original text is

included in the first part.

Ancient script T

96. The Book of Jin & by Wang Yin FFE says: When Xun Xu #jff was installed as the Supervisor of
the Archives Secretariat 2 B he learned the styles of Zhong Yao ## and Hu Zhao #] at first. When
bamboo slip documents written in ancient script were found in a mound of Ji Commandery %% in the second
year of the Taikang X era, Xu added an annotation to them by himself, transcribed a set as the inner scripture
F4E, stored it in the archives, compared the text with that of common books, and clarified many lacunas.
TRE (BE) B HigEWER, BEAE. # REM, 8 (B8 JO % REZE, R+
WO, BYABRAE, WUURPEE, F JRAERD, B (EE) BO e, DIRE, B e
Bl
Notes: Book of Jin % 7&: ahistory of the Western and Eastern Jin dynasty written by Wang Yin (c. 3rd—4th
centuries). Now lost. It is different from the Book of Jin written by Fang Xuanling /5 % &% (578-648), et al.
Xun Xu #Hjf (d. 289): a statesman from Yingyin #HF%Z County of Yingchuan #1)I| Commandery. His
courtesy name was Gongzeng A% His highest title in life was Imperial Secretariat Director %4> of the
Western Jin dynasty. He was posthumously conferred the title Minister of Education 7. His posthumous
name is Cheng JX. Inner scripture H4: authorized text of scriptures stored in the imperial archives. Zhong
Yao $#: see art. 14. Hu Zhao #f]17: see art. 11. Taikang A era: 280-289. Cf. &2 « HEIH, vol.
39.

97. The Judgements on Calligraphy i says: Ancient script was invented by Cangjie % #H, who served the
Yellow Thearch %7 as the Archivist. His head had four eyes, and he was well versed in natural law, observed

upward the round and curved shape of the Legs mansion 2, looked downward at the patterns on turtles and the
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traces of birds, adopted different merits of the images, and integrated them into characters—they are what is
called ancient script. The Xiaojing yuanshenqi ZEEHEFH3 says with the same intention: “The Legs mansion
ruled figures, therefore Cangjie imitated its image.” Wenzi 3L is a generic and comprehensive name for
characters. If they are named analytically, wen 3 are the ancestors, and zi 7 are the descendants. Characters
that imitate the nature and possess the figure, such as pictographic % J characters, are called wen; those that
are procreated just as mothers bear children, such as signific-phonetic 2% and associative & 7% characters,
are called zi. Zi represents nurturing living beings and letting them increase more and more. Characters written
on bamboo slips or silk are called shu . Shu represents ru I “to be alike,” shu #F “to stretch,” and ji 4C
“to record.”

(FHEED Bl 53, w S, SHEAUE, e, R R B, IS S
LB, RPRE, AMET, RN (FEEMR) & “EIE, B, 2th. K7,
MRS, SRUAFEN, PR APCERR, 7E TR S2A% WHE, fFRE, AR
0 WS, Brad, TR, SR, AT, 7, FEILRZ M. ERTR, HeE.
5, W, B, .

Notes: Judgements on Calligraphy EH: see art. 85. Legs mansion Z5: one of the Chinese asterisms.
Xiaojing yuanshengi 248332 one of the weft books #&. Wen L and zi “¥: see arts. 2 and 18.
Pictographic ¥, signific-phonetic /%, and associative &7 see art. 18. Cf. Fashu yaolu {5558,

vol. 7.

98. It also says: Wei Qi %78 of the Cao Wei dynasty, whose courtesy name was Boru {/117, was from Anding
%5 County of Hedong {7 % Commandery, and his highest title was Palace Attendant fF'. He was
especially good at ancient script, and his writing was refined and superb. The ancient script text transcribed in
the early years of the Cao Wei dynasty was derived from Handan Chun H¥E%. Boru transcribed Chun’s
Shangshu in Ancient Script 7 3C M2 and showed it to Chun, yet he could not identify it.
SME: B, O, RZEN, BEM. LTI EPEE. S JREE, B OREE
S1) O WCE, AR AR CGEIONED) DR, AR
Notes: Wei Qi 1#$hi: see art. 11. Handan Chun H¥[VE: see art. 70. Shangshu in Ancient Script 74 3L
2 a text of the Shangshu, i.e., the Book of Documents 4§, one of the Five Classics 1148, Cf. 5% 4%,

vol. 9.

Seal script 553

99. The Book of Han % says: Emperor Yuan JG#7 was good at clerical writing. (Original annotation: This
refers to large seal script K%t created by Shi Zhou 48, 48 is pronounced zhou #Y.)
(EFY Bl oied (5 LRTERE. BEsh.

Notes: Book of Han 3: see art. 6. Emperor Yuan JG7 of Han (74-33 BCE, r. 49-33 BCE): the tenth
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emperor of the Western Han dynasty. His family name was Liu 2, and his given name was Shi #&. His
posthumous name is Xiaoyuan 7, and his temple name is Gaozong f=5%. Shi Zhou 4% a part of the
title of the book Shizhou pian 548k (see art. 104), which was believed to be the name of the archivist who
served King Xuan of Zhou Jf'E F (d. 782 BCE, r. 828-782 BCE). Cf. & « JLi4c, vol. 9.

100. The Sequel to Book of Han #i#:3% says: When Emperor Ling %77 established the Hongdu Gate J5#
9 Academy, there gathered a thousand students, who were examined on composition of a rhapsody on the large
jade, or on their writing skill of bird seal script S5%.
(HEE) B SmEarEIRAI, AERRRER, MU THREMR, 2TAR.
Notes: Sequel to Book of Han #57%2: a history of the Eastern Han dynasty written by Sima Biao %)%
(d. 306). Now partially lost. Emperor Ling %7 of Han (156-189, . 168-189): the twelfth emperor of the
Eastern Han dynasty. His family name was Liu 1), and his given name was Hong 7. His posthumous name
is Xiaoling # % . Hongdu Gate J5#i["] Academy: an academy for literature and arts established by
Emperor Ling. It was located at the Hongdu Gate of the Imperial Palace. Cf. Later Book of Han 1% -
BAL, A4S,

101. The Brief History of Wei Bl says: Handan Chun R was well versed in the Cangjie #1H, worm
seal script #:%F, and the meanings of characters in Mr. Xu’s #F[X dictionary.
(B Fl. HEHRESR CERE). 8255, dFIRTIR.
Notes: Brief History of Wei %ii: a history of the Cao Wei dynasty written by Yu Huan 2% (c. 3rd century).
Now lost. Handan Chun HE¥F{E: see art. 70. Cangjie 75, i.e., the Cangjie pian ###js: a primer and
glossary used in the Qin and Han dynasties. Mr. Xu’s [ dictionary: refers to the Shuowen jiezi i 3 i
“7 written by Xu Shen #H (see art. 2). Cf. Records of Three Kingdoms =& « B « 51, vol. 21.

102. The Later Book of Wei %% says: Dou Zun % was good at normative seal script /%%, thus most
of the steles and building gate plates in the Northern Capital JL7T were written by him.
(BgiE) Bl FHEEGREEE, dnlRim EBAEEITE, 2 HEN,
Notes: Later Book of Wei 1331, i.e., the Book of Wei %3 see art. 26. Dou Zun % (c. Sth century):
an official from Weiguo f&[# County of Dunqiu #8F. Commandery. His highest titles were Gentleman of
the Secretariat & and Governor of Puyang Commandery i[5 K¢ of the Northern Wei dynasty.
Northern Capital L% refers to the Pingcheng V-3 Capital of the Northern Wei dynasty. Cf. £ « #
FEHE vol. 46; Jb5E « FHEMH, vol. 27.

103. The Judgements on Calligraphy says: Li Si 25 of the Qin dynasty excelled in seal script %%, then
simplified it into small seal script /"% and composed the seven chapters of the Cangjie pian 7 8.

Although every generation changes its customs according to the ruler’s tendency towards simplicity or
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refinement, it will shift from simplicity to refinement finally and become diluted gradually; this is analogous
with changes in the method of ruling—the Three Sovereigns — 5 knotted string, the Five Thearches 17
painted pictures on clothes, and the Three Kings — T used corporal punishment. Ancient script can be called
upper ancient, large seal script middle ancient, and small seal script lower ancient. These three ancient types of
script can be compared to seed, and cursive and clerical scripts #3# to flowers. Wang Xizhi 2% and Xianzhi
Jik were the most excellent of all the flowers, and Shi Zhou % and Li Si #ff were the finest of all the seeds.
First Emperor 4% polished Mr. He’s jade F1EGZ B% into the imperial seal, and had Si inscribe the words.
The steles that remain today on Mount Taishan Z&1l1, Yishan #£1l1, and Qinwang Z8% were all written by
him. People praise them as national precious treasures and as eternal models. Si is graded divine ¥ in small
seal script, and excellent % in large seal script.

(Y Hl: BREWEE, GRS RN, F CERR) BF. B ERSC HAHEM, #&RR
W, =245 TR, TN, it OO R, KREER A, ANEERT
He ZHAHCE, FANRHRE. MR IER . MR, RS EEA (A AL ERD. W7 lREDAN
R BE (RAERE, $8 GEEER) B0 BMRE, WG SR, Sl KR, WHET.
AR e, mittz e NN, READ.

Notes: LiSi ZEli (d. 208 BCE): a statesman from Shangcai %% ofthe Chu 4 kingdom. He served First
Emperor of Qin as the Chancellor ZKAH. Cangjie pian 7 TH5S: see art. 101. First Emperor 4% of Qin
(260-210 BCE): the sixth king of the Qin kingdom (r. 247221 BCE) and the first emperor of the Qin dynasty
(r. 221-210 BCE). His family name was Ying s, and his given name was Zheng ¥{. Three Sovereigns —
E2: the three legendary rulers of the world in the ancient times. It represents Fu Xi k2§, Niiwa Zc4f, and
Shennong /& according to “Basic Annals of the Three Sovereigns — % A4C,” which Sima Zhen =] 55
i (679-732) added into the Records of the Grand Historian 57C. Five Thearches T.77: the rulers in the
ancient times next to the Three Sovereigns. This represents Yellow Thearch %47, Zhuanxu mifH, Ku %%,
Yao #, and Shun %% according to the Records of the Grand Historian “Basic Annals of the Five Thearches
T A4L.” Three Kings — T : the kings who founded their dynasty in the ancient times, namely, Yu & of
the Xia dynasty, Tang ¥%; of the Shang dynasty, and King Wen T orKing Wu T of the Zhou dynasty.
Mr. He’s jade F1[2 BE: alarge and precious piece of jade discovered by a man named Bian He A and
later presented to the king of Chu. It is also said that the king of Qin once demanded the jade from the king of
Zhao i in the Warring States period. Mount Taishan Z=ili and Yishan #%1li: mountains located in
present day Shandong 1lI%{ Province. First Emperor made stone inscriptions on them when he climbed them

in 219 BCE. Mount Qinwang %, i.e., Mount Kuaiji &1L see art. 69. Cf. 5xEHEE, vol. 8.

104. The Judgements on Calligraphy says: Large seal script was created by Shi Zhou 548, who served King
Xuan of Zhou J&'E T as the Grand Archivist X 5. One says: Palace Archivist £+ 5 changed ancient
script into a new script, with some characters the same as ancient script and others different, and called it zhuan

%% “seal script.” Zhuan represents chuan 1% “to transmit,” namely, to transmit the law in things and express it
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permanently. The third of the six kinds of script defined by Zhen Feng Fi%[ was seal script. The first of the
eight styles of script was large seal script. The Monograph on Literature, Book of Han 2 « & records
“Shizhou %18, fifteen volumes.” These terms all refer to that script.

CGEETY Bl KEEH, HETR JG1ER, # QEFZER) SO LBEd. sia: TRl
3, BRFEIERER, FEZ AR, Sh, AR, R e . TOOEEES, B GEEEED S0 e
NE, —HEEE. \BEENE, —HEIREE. X QEFE - BIE): ¢ CERD TR, 7 Eit.

Notes: Shi Zhou 5 4%: see art. 99. King Xuan of Zhou JfE T (d. 782 BCE, r. 828-782 BCE): the eleventh
king of the Zhou dynasty. Palace Archivist #1: 5: refers to Laozi. Six kinds of script: refers to ancient
script 73, odd variant 7, seal script 5%, clerical script 77, seal carving script #2%%, and bird and
worm script ## e according to the postface of the Shuowen jiezi 7 Cfi# - Zhen Feng Fi% (d. 10 CE):
aright-hand man of Wang Mang T-3¥ (45 BCE-23 CE, r. 8-23 CE) from Nanyang #[% Commandery. His
courtesy name was Changbo 1<{H. He held the titles Grand Minister of Works K% of the Western Han
dynasty and Duke of Guangxin &}/ of the Xin dynasty. Eight styles of script /\f%: refers to the eight
styles of script used in the Qin dynasty, namely, large seal script K%%, small seal script ZNEE, tally script %]
TF, worm script &%, seal carving script Z:E[, plate script & =&, weapon script 4¢3, and clerical script
M5 Tt is also mentioned in the postface of the Shuowen jiezi. Monograph on Literature, Book of Han
& « B30 a bibliography edited by Ban Gu JE[# (32-92). It was based on the Abstracts Jill§% by Liu
Xiang %I[n] (77-6 BCE) and the Seven Catalogs -LH by Xiang’s son Liu Xin 2I#K (d. 23 CE). Shizhou
5248, i.e., the Shizhou pian 524873 a primer and glossary used in the Zhou dynasty. Cf. 75 EEE, vol. 7.

105. It also says: It is false what the Spring and Autumn Annals of Master Lii & [RFFK says: “Cangjie £
invented large seal script.” If Cangjie invented large seal script, where can we place ancient script? It is true “Seal
script #8%% is its descendant.”
NE: (RREK) = “BHIEREE. 7 il #EHIE RS, MBS H? B “RZEE 37,
st
Notes: Spring and Autumn Annals of Master Lii 2 [XFFK: an encyclopedic book compiled by Lii Buwei
EiN& (d. 235 BCE), a statesman and scholar of the Qin kingdom. Seal seript is its descendant: words seen
in the Shapes of Four Styles of Script VUS4 by Wei Heng 1K, cited in the Book of Jin =& « HiHE
18, vol. 36 (see art. 18). Cf. 1L E S, vol. 7.

106. It also says: Small seal script was created by Li Si Z=1{ff, the Chancellor 784 of the Qin dynasty. He made
additions or reductions to the characters, thus some became different from large seal script and others remained
the same. That was called small seal script or Qin seal script Z&%¥.
NE: NG, RARMEMPESR, SGER%E, REIRMSC. 2/ NEE, IREZRE

Notes: Li Si Z=4li: see art. 103. Cf. VA E5ZE, vol. 7.
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107. The Shape of Seal Script %-%% by Cai Yong %455 says: There is a style named large seal script, and the
excellent skill is almost divine. One looks like the patterning on a turtle, another resembles the scales of a dragon.
A tail reaches out from the curved body, which has long feathers and a short torso. The neck is extended, and the
wings are folded—a posture invoking flight above the clouds.
SE (BH) B AR JEIEN, #E GEEEER) B0 4, DI, SR, st e, B
GEEZER) B0 Wesk. AR, RS . ESHEE, SeigE.
Notes: Cai Yong %%E: see art. 70. Cf. {:ETSE, vol. 7; £55 « fifHEM, vol. 36.

Eight-point script )\7y 2

108. The Book of Taung 32 says: Zhang Tinggui GR%EEE was on familiar terms with the Inspector of Chen
Prefecture /M35 LiYong Z=E, and frequently submitted documents to recommend him. Every time Yong
composed an epitaph, he requested that Tinggui write it in eight-point script, and people at that time valued it
very highly.
CHEY El: SRAEFEFUGON R A= B, B ERIE . ST S LREEE/\rE e, HR
N,
Notes: Book of Tang JE, i.e., the Old Book of Tang 5 5: see art. 28. Zhang Tinggui 5REH: (658
734): an official from Jiyuan 77§ County of Henan Prefecture Ji[FFJff. His courtesy name was Wenyu Ji.
k. His highest titles in life were Supervisor of the Household of the Crown Prince A-F/&5 and Viscount
of Fanyang County JuFZH5 T of the Tang dynasty. He was posthumously conferred the title Minister of
Works T3 #2&5. His posthumous name is Zhenmu F 2. Li Yong Z=& (674-746): an official and
calligrapher from Jiangdu JI#5 County of Yang Prefecture #7/!. His courtesy name was Taihe Z&#/. His
highest title in life was Governor of Beihai Commandery b K5F of the Tang dynasty. He was
posthumously conferred the title Supervisor of the Archives Secretariat th#5 i, Cf. B5JE & « SRILHAE,

vol. 101.

109. Reputations of the Present World 17y says: Liang Hu 245 from Anding %3¢ Commandery, whose

courtesy name was Menghuang i &, was good at eight-point script, thus Emperor Taizu A made him write

on tallies, banners, and the plates on the gates of the palace.

(HHEmY Bl 2w ifh, 7hs, B%/\0d, KEEE. w OREE, DEs0 . grEE.

Notes: Reputations of the Present World 13, i.e., Wei-Jin Accounts of the World BL& 3G see art. 55.
Liang Hu %5 (c. 2nd-3rd centuries): an official and calligrapher from Wuzhi /5[X County of Anding
Commandery. His highest title was Minister of Personnel 1 of the Eastern Han dynasty. Emperor
Taizu KA of Wei, i.e., Cao Cao H#4: see art. 40.

110. The Judgements on Calligraphy says: Eight-point script was created by the feathered man ] A\ Wang
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Cizhong F{Xf from Shanggu =%+ Commandery.
GEEDY B \oEE, PN BB ERM I ED.
Notes: Cf. JREEEE, vol. 7.

111. Tt also says: Shiyi Guan FfiiE of the Later Han dynasty was from Nanyang F§[% Commandery.
Emperor Ling %7 loved calligraphic art, so he summoned those who were good at calligraphy at the Hongdu
Gate J5#B["] Academy, and hundreds of applicants from all over the world gathered there. Guan was praised
as being the best at eight-point script, being able to write not only a character as large as a zhang square, but also
a thousand characters the size of one cun square. He was very proud of his own skill, and it was in his nature to
love drinking. He sometimes went to a pub empty-handed, wrote on the wall, and then rented the work to the
publican. Many people gathered like clouds to behold it, allowing the pub sell much liquor.
NE: BEATEE, st BWHE, SR N LERIBHM, 28E AN \DEEE R JEHES,
B QEEESD) B0 & KRI—78L, DMUITTSTF. EAIHEE TPEED. iR =il BEa
DUz . BlEERE, BhNEZE.
Notes: Shiyi Guan il F: see art. 70. Emperor Ling %77 of Han: see art. 100. Hongdu Gate J5#(["]
Academy: see art. 100. Zhang : a zhang approximately equaled 231 cm in the Han dynasty. Cun ~I: a
cun approximately equaled 2.31 cm in the Han dynasty. Cf. 75 ZEE, vol. 8.

Clerical script ¥

112. Records of Wu 5:7&. says: Zhang Zhao 5RI, whose courtesy name was Zibu TAfi, was good at clerical
script.
(REY H: R, 77 ST, 8 (CGBEY W) A6, Hik.
Notes: Records of Wu 5:i&, ie., the Book of Wu 52 in Records of Three Kingdoms —[#E: the standard
history of the Wu dynasty written by Chen Shou [z (233-297). Zhang Zhao 5K (156-236): a
statesman from Pengcheng ¥}, Principality. His highest titles were General Who Assists Wu 1 5517 5
and Marquis of Lou County 5% of the Wu dynasty. His posthumous name is Wen 3. Cf. =& « &
* SRR, vol. 52.

113. The Book of Jin & says: Wang Xizhi T-3%2 was especially good at clerical script, being the crown
of all ages. Critics praise his brushwork as looking light as a moving cloud, and as strong as a jumping dragon.
His calligraphy was valued very high by his uncles Dun 2 and Dao &
(BE) Bl ERZIGEHE, R&S. sd S, DREEIES, B8R WREEH.
BT ds.
Notes: Book of Jin 52: see art. 12. Wang Xizhi T35 : see art. 12. Wang Dun T F: see art. 82. Wang
Dao F:seeart. 82. Cf. B » F# 24 vol. 80.
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114. The Book of Jin Restored & "H#3E says: Li Chong’s Z57¢ courtesy name was Hongdu 5AFE. His
mother Lady Wei 7#7[X was a younger sister to Zhan %, the Chamberlain for Law Enforcement /.
Although Chong lost his father early, his mother was intelligent, able to educate children, and good at regular
script, thus he learned well and excelled at the calligraphy of Zhong Yao $#i and Suo Jing %, and was highly
valued by all people. His elder cousin Shi { was also good at calligraphy.
(BRELE) B 27, T, BHEFIR, Rk, w00 BHRIHETF, XaEksE, 24,
=, WEEZ . i JEERL 8 (EF) JO, REE.
Notes: Book of Jin Restored 3 a history of the Eastern Jin dynasty written by He Fasheng {7/
(c. 5th century). Now lost. Li Chong Z*7% (c. 4th century): a scholar from Jiangxia Y. Commandery.
His highest title was Vice Director of the Secretariat H'&EFE[ of the Eastern Jin dynasty. Lady Wei f#[<:
see art. 31. Wei Zhan /& (c. 3rd—4th centuries): an official from Anyi ZZ& County of Hedong ] %
Commandery. His courtesy name was Daoshu i&#%F. His highest title in life was Chamberlain for Law
Enforcement of the Eastern Jin dynasty. He was posthumously conferred the title Grand Master for Splendid
Happiness J## k7. Zhong Yao §fi%4: see art. 14. Suo Jing Z¥#: see art. 19. Li Shi Z53{ (c. 4th
century): an official. His highest title was Palace Attendant £ of the Eastern Jin dynasty. Cf. & « Z&

Fo1#, vol. 92.

115. The Book of Song ‘K2 by Shen Yue L4 says: Emperor Wen (#; was good at clerical script.

TRAY CRED Bl O8RS
Notes: Book of Song K: see art. 20. Emperor Wen (%7 of Song (407453, . 424-453): the third
emperor of the Liu Song dynasty. His family name was Liu %!, and his given name was Yilong FE[%. His
posthumous name is Wen 3Z, and his temple name is Taizu AAH. Cf. R « L4, vol. 5; RIS « RA
40, vol. 2.

116. It also says: Yang Xin =£JiX, whose courtesy name was Jingyuan #{JC, was proficient at clerical script.
When his father Buyi A“%E had just begun to serve as the Magistrate of Wucheng County 524, he was
twelve years old, and Wang Xianzhi T J§kZ, who was the Governor of Wuxing Commandery SHK5F then,
favored Xin very much. When Xianzhi once visited Wucheng in summer, Xin was napping in a new silk skirt.
Xianzhi wrote on the skirt, filling several fit % of cloth before leaving. Although Xin’s calligraphy was
originally good, it became much better after he obtained the writing left by Xianzhi.
B R THOT RS KARYIRSIES, RFE+, RERCRRIURY, JEs. B
EEANE, DEREREE. MREW, BiRmk. ARLE, Kb,
Notes: Yang Xin “FJik: see art. 54. Yang Buyi A% (c. 4th-5th centuries): an official from Nancheng Fi
3 County of Taishan Zg1l1 Commandery. His highest title was Governor of Guiyang Commandery #£f5
K5F of the Eastern Jin dynasty. Wucheng 52 County: present day Huzhou /| City, Zhejiang #riT.
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Province. The capital of Wuxing %8 Commandery was located there. Wang Xianzhi FJ§k-2 : see art. 16.
Fu 1: a unit to measure cloth. A fir, which equals two chi /X and two cun =}, approximately equaled 53.9
cm in the Eastern Jin dynasty. Cf. K& « 2R, vol. 62; Fd 5« 2EfKE, vol. 36.

117. The Book of Qi 7% says: Wang Sengqian T-fi#/% was good at clerical script. When Emperor Wen of
Song K37 looked at his calligraphy on the silk fan, Emperor said with admiration: “Not only his calligraphy
but also his caliber surely surpasses that of Zijing F#{.”
CGEEY Bl RS AoCr RERE, e e ey, SCESREEe . 7
Notes: Book of Qi 753, i.e., the Book of Southern Qi Fi752: see art. 21. Wang Sengqian F1/%£: see art.
21. Emperor Wen of Song 737 see art. 115. Zijing T-#{: see Wang Xianzhi (art. 16). Cf. FiFFH »
EAEE vol. 33; BT« EEEE, vol. 22.

118. The Book of Qi says: Zhou Yong J& i, in youth, once visited the house of his maternal ascendant, the
Chariots and Horse General HLE#% 5 Zang Zhi Jif{#4, where he obtained Wei Chang’s 1% loose clerical
gt calligraphy, and learned it very well. Crown Prince Wenhui SCE KT made Yong write on the wall of
his cottage in the Xuanpu % [fl Garden. The Libationer of the Directorate of Education 4% He Yin 1
Jél. requested Yong exchange it for his reversed chive script {#|7i5 calligraphy. Yong answered with laughter:
“I would not exchange it so long as the righteous Way prevails under heaven!”
CRFts) Bl R MESNRE S R R 2, 1RO, A, SR T 2
B, B0 AL MEIE S SRR e . BHEE: “RTFATE, ARG, 7
Notes: Zhou Yong JHEH (d. 493): an official and scholar from Ancheng %3 County of Runan &
Commandery. His courtesy name was Yanlun EZff. His highest title was Palace Steward #3H of the
Southern Qi dynasty. Zang Zhi B (400-454): a general from Ju County £ % of Dongguan % 5¢
Commandery. His courtesy name was Hanwen 7 3C. His highest titles were Chariots and Horse General Hi
51 2, Inspector of Jiang Region {1135, and Duke of Shixing Commandery 45¥LHERZ of the Liu Song
dynasty. Wei Chang 7§, i.e., Wei Heng fi71: see art. 18. Crown Prince Wenhui SCEKT (458-493):
the first son of Emperor Wu 3077 of Qi (440493, . 482-493). His family name was Xiao j#, and his given
name was Changmao {<##. He was installed as the Crown Prince in 482. His posthumous name is Wenhui.
Xuanpu %] Garden: a garden built in the Crown Prince’s Palace of the capital city of Jiankang 2. He
Yin il (446-531): a scholar from Qian & County of Lujiang /&Y. Commandery. His courtesy name
was Ziji “FZ%. His highest title was Libationer of the Directorate of Education B4 of the Sothern Qi
dynasty. I would not exchange it...: These words, which were originally uttered by Confucius, are cited from

the Analects &at. Cf. BT « B, vol. 41; B 52 « FAEHE, vol. 34.

119. The Brief History of Three Kingdoms —[B{4L1% says: Baron of Baishi County F/1%25 Zhao Wenshen
#BESCIR of the Zhou dynasty was installed as the Governor of Weixing Commandery ZEELE5F because of his
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accomplishment in writing on plates. Wenshen, whose courtesy name was Deben A, was from Wan %8
County of Nanyang #i% Commandery. He learned normative clerical f#% script in youth, and acquired the
styles of Zhong Yao ## and Wang Xizhi .. Wenshen and Ji Jun 31§ were only two good calligraphers in
those years. When Wang Bao T #&, who was especially good at calligraphy, came along in later years,
Wenshen’s words and face expressed his shame and envy. He later realized it was difficult to go against the favor
of the world, so he learned anew Bao’s calligraphy, yet he could not achieve success, and was criticized for
learning the Handan 1f{#f walk in vain. As for steles and plates, his calligraphy was the best, and was thus
commended by Bao. Those in the palaces and buildings were all written by him. Emperor Shizong 5% made
him go to Jiangling YT_F%, where he wrote the Stele of the Jingfusi temple AR=FH4, which was praised by Xiao
Cha Ffi%2.

(=) H: AR RESGR, DUERS < TIRBRBLER . SORTIEA, M A, DEREEE,
A, EZH, EREECRNEMEME. ERIGEE, SORMIN, BIRE 0. Rmirridi (8FE
B, ¥ CAE) B0, SEES, WM, BGERY, TSP R, A, IR
ez BRAEE, BHWE., HRASRITE, & (GURSFMD, MgElinEs.

Notes: Brief History of Three Kingdoms —[B{HiLI%: a history of the Northern and Southern dynasties written
by Qiu Yue {5 (c. 7th-8th centuries). Now lost. “Three kingdoms —[&” refers to the following three
divisions of China: the northwest division ruled by the Western Wei and Northern Zhou dynasties, the
northeast division ruled by the Eastern Wei and Northern Qi dynasties, and the southeast division ruled by the
Liang and Chen dynasties. Zhao Wenshen i3Iz, i.e., Zhao Wenyuan #3CJ (c. 6th century): an official
and calligrapher. According to the Book of Zhou Jil# and the History of Northern Dynasties 1t5, his
highest title was not Governor of Weixing Commandery but Governor of Zhaoxing Commandery & FLAL 5
of the Northern Zhou dynasty. In the histories written in the Tang dynasty, his given name Wenyuan is changed
to Wenshen to avoid naming taboos due to Emperor Gaozu =il of Tang (r. 618-626), whose given name
was Yuan ¥il. Ji Jun 3 (c. 6th century): an official and calligrapher from Yangyi [% & County of
Yaiyuan XJii Commandery. His courtesy name was Sengjun {18, His highest titles were General-in-Chief
of the Cavalry BEBF I H, Inspector of Hu Prefecture /13 52, and Marquis of Changle County £ %%
H&f% of the Northern Zhou dynasty. Wang Bao L% (c. 6th century): an official and author from Linyi [ifi
YT County of Langya ¥4l Commandery. His courtesy name was Ziyuan ~f-Jil. His highest title was Vice-
Minister of Works /N %¥ of the Northern Zhou dynasty. He originally served the Liang dynasty at the
Jiangling VTF% capital, later was captured by the Western Wei army and moved to Chang’an in 554.
Learning the Handan walk Z%1TES: an allegory originating in the Zhuangzi 3#£-F-. A man from the Yan
3 kingdom went to the Handan capital of the Zhao jfi kingdom to learn the way of walking in which people
there walked. Not only did he fail to learn the Handan walk, but he also forgot his own original walk. Emperor
Shizong 1H:5%, i.e., Emperor Ming %7 of Zhou (534560, r. 557-560): the second emperor of the Northern
Zhou dynasty. His family name was Yuwen %3, and his given name was Yu #fi. His posthumous name is

Ming PH, and his temple name is Shizong. Xiao Cha %% (519-562, 1. 555-562): the first emperor of the
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Western Liang dynasty, who controlled the city of Jiangling as a puppet monarch of the Western Wei and
Northern Zhou dynasties. The character cha %5 is usually used for his given name. His posthumous name is
Xuan E, and his temple name is Zhongzong 5%, Cf. & « TR, vol. 47; b5k « B SO, vol.
82.

120. The Book of Chen [fi& says: Xiao Yin 75| was good at clerical script, and was highly valued at that
time. When Emperor Gaozong =55 once inspected a report, he pointed at Yin’s signature and said: “These
characters are written with light brushwork, and look like birds that are going to fly.” Yin appreciatively replied:
“It is because Your Majesty lent me the feathers.”
CBRED El: Gl5IEaE, RERTE. maEEEE, Ro1E4, B s, PR
M. 7 BIEEL “RLTIE FMEICHEE. 7
Notes: Book of Chen [3iZ: the standard history of the Chen dynasty written by Yao Silian #kEEE (557
637). Xiao Yin 35| (c. 6th century): an official from Lanling % County of Southern Lanling R F%
Commandery. His highest title was Inner Mentor HJi:F of the Chen dynasty. Emperor Gaozong %%,
i.e., Emperor Xuan E7f of Chen (530-582, 1. 569-582): the fourth emperor of the Chen dynasty. His family
name was Chen [, and his given name was Xu IH. His posthumous name is Xiaoxuan 2, and his temple

name is Gaozong. Cf. [## « #5113, vol. 21; g5 « A 51{E, vol. 18.

121. The Book of Tang says: Xue Ji ##f% loved old things, was erudite, and especially good at clerical script.
After the Zhenguan H#{ and Yonghui 7K eras, people respected and learned the calligraphy of Yu Shinan
EttH and Chu Suiliang ##1% K, yet few calligraphers succeeded in acquiring it thereafter. There was much
old calligraphy of Yu Shinan and Chu Suiliang in the library of the house of Ji’s maternal grandfather Wei Zheng
14, Ji imitated it earnestly, his brushwork thus became strong and beautiful, no one could equal him at that
time.
CHEEY Fl BB i, U OHE. BaB KBk, B, MR, RASHED, ARE

Redi s . BOMHBIER B2 AR, 1EEE, RO, Foeli, Bk,

Notes: Xue Ji BEF4: see art. 76. Zhenguan H i era: 627-649. Yonghui 7K era: 650-655. Yu Shinan

L1t Fg: see art. 29. Chu Suiliang #41% K. see art. 28. Wei Zheng Z1/2: see art. 28. Cf. 83 3 « g,

vol. 73.

122. The Judgements on Calligraphy says: Clerical script was created by Cheng Miao £ of the Qin dynasty,
from Xiagui ¥ County. Miao, whose courtesy name was Yuancen JG2*, was a jailer of his county at first,
and afterward, he was criminated by First Emperor 4fi5 and imprisoned at Yunyang Z=F% County. In prison,
he pondered over how to improve the square and round shapes of small seal script for ten years, and created a
set of three thousands characters of clerical script. When he submitted it to Emperor, the latter recognized its

merits and installed him as the Censor 7. Since there were so many documents to submit clerks could not
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write completely in seal script, so they began to use clerical script. It was named clerical script because it helped
clerks write easily.

(HED Bl 3EE, RIS ER. 8504, GRFRRE, SRS, B, M &Y
T, SANEETHE, MRS =TS 282, hEgy, HRMEE. UESES, 508, JiHM
o R AESE, WEME.

Notes: Cheng Miao F£#L (c. 3rd century BCE): an official who is said to have created clerical script. The
oldest record about his creation is seen in the postface of the Shuowen jiezi #t Cf#F by Xu Shen FFH
(see art. 2). First Emperor % of Qin: see art. 103. Cf. 7A#H ZEE, vol. 7.

123. It also says: In the reign of Emperor He 17, Jia Fang Efii composed the Pangxi pian #%%-j%, and
integrated the Cangjie ## as the first part, the Xunzuan 1%t as the second part, and the Pangyi as the third
part into one book called the Sancang =7 . The characters in the book were all written in clerical script, and
the clerical style spread widely thereafter. The Commentary on the Water Classic 7K&iE by Li Shanchang
L says: “A man from Linzi [ unearthed an old tomb, where found a coffin, and on the outside of its
front jut it was inscribed in convex characters of clerical script stating that it was the coffin of Duke Hu #2
of Qi, the sixth generation descendant of Duke Tai KA. Only three characters were written in ancient style,
and others were the same as today. Thus it is proved that clerical script derives from older times, not from the
Qin dynasty.”
XEl: FRke, HE GHERD), DL CGEE) R, GIED RiE, GHE) BTE, Brag (8D
M, BRMTRL, FRALZATI K. BER OREED) B “ERS NSRS, TR NS R,
FERANRIRA LW M=, RESE . AT, ARGmREt. 7
Notes: Emperor He 137 of Han (79-105, r. 88-105): the fourth emperor of the Eastern Han dynasty. His
family name was Liu %1, and his given name was Zhao . His posthumous name is Xiaohe Z:#ll, and his
temple name is Muzong 25%. Jia Fang E i (c. 1st century): According to the Book of Sui “Monograph
on Bibliography” F§2f « &¢4E &, he held the title Court Gentleman BEFH of the Eastern Han dynasty.
Cangjie 757: see art. 101. Xunzuan I, i.e., the Xunzuan pian FHII%5S: a primer and glossary compiled
by Yang Xiong #/ft (53 BCE-18 CE). Commentary on the Water Classic /K&8%: a geography written by
Li Daoyuan &G (d. 527), whose courtesy name was Shanchang. Linzi [iifi: the capital city of the State
of Qi, located in present day Shandong 11 Province. Duke Hu #H2 of Qi (d. 860 BCE, 1. 862860 BCE):
the sixth monarch of the State of Qi in the Western Zhou dynasty. Duke Tai A2\ of Qi (c. 11th century BCE):
the first monarch of the State of Qi. He is also called Lii Shang 1. Cf. 1£EEER, vol. 7.

124. The Shape of Clerical Script %% by Chenggong Sui /A 4% says: Worm seal script k%% is
complicated, while cursive script 5% is nearly erroneous. Clerical script is the best mean between those two
styles.

BOARE GRS Hl: mdBERLE, BEEUT(R. WP, SRR
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Notes: Chenggong Sui A %% (231-273): an official and author from Baima 5 County of Dong
Commandery #H. His courtesy name was Zi’an f-%Z. His highest title was Secretariat Gentleman 12
B of the Western Jin dynasty. Cf. & (VEZELER, vol. 7); Records for Early Learning #I55L, vol. 21.

Cursive script Vg

125. Han Records fiom the Eastern Library FBIERL says: Prince Jing of Beihai Mu JLifgif# L was good
at cursive script. When he fell into a critical condition, Emperor Ming P77 sent him a message by post horses
ordering him write ten epistles in cursive script.
CREBUERS) F: Jbigrhe, B50E. B, wWREAMERERE 85,
Notes: Han Records from the Eastern Library U EC: see art. 10. Prince Jing of Beihai Mu -|Lifif T
{5 (d. 74): a grandnephew of Emperor Guangwu J6iiily of Han (6 BCE-57 CE, r. 25-57 CE). His family
name was Liu %I, his given name was Mu [, and he succeeded the title Prince of Beihai from his father
Prince Jing of Beihai Xing -Jb#3 F . His posthumous name is not Jing ## but rather Jing #{ according
to the Later Book of Han. Emperor Ming W% of Han (2875, 1. 57-75): the second emperor of the Eastern
Han dynasty. His family name was Liu %1, and his given name was Zhuang ji. His posthumous name is

Xiaoming Z: ], and his temple name is Xianzong 5%, Cf. %8 « bifgsd THYE, Fi 4.

126. The Later Book of Han 1% by Fan Ye VUl says: Zhang Chao SR was good at cursive script, and

was the most excellent at that time.

JUlE (PREEFE) Fl: R, WRREE, WA
Notes: Later Book of Han 1% the standard history of the Eastern Han dynasty written by Fan Ye JtiHiE
(398—445). Zhang Chao iRjf (c. 2nd century): an author from Mao % County of Hejian i i
Commandery. His courtesy name was Zibing J-i1f. His highest title was Major with a Separate Command
FEB T of the Eastern Han dynasty. Cf. #27E3 « SR, F1{H 70 bot.

127. Records of Wei %R says: Liu Yi %1% was transferred to be the Instructor to the Leader of Court

Gentlemen for Miscellaneous Uses 1 1305 Emperor Wen 37 valued him highly, and allowed Yi to

write to him in cursive script.

(BRE) H: BIEETER S JRfFL, 3 (ZHE) B0 5. 0fdie, abiisEs.

Notes: Records of Wei 51, i.e., the Book of Wei 513 in Records of Three Kingdoms —[HE: see art. 11.
Liu Yi %5 (180-221): a statesman from Anzhong %% County of Nanyang Ff% Commandery. His
courtesy name was Gongsi #&fiil. His highest titles were Palace Attendant £ and Marquis of Guannei [#]
WP of the Cao Wei dynasty. Emperor Wen (77 of Wei (187-226, r. 220-226): the first emperor of the
Cao Wei dynasty. His family name was Cao &, and his given name was Pi 4. His posthumous name is Wen

. Before enthroned, he was installed as Leader of Court Gentlemen for Miscellaneous Uses 1. B 1 E#F
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of the Eastern Han dynasty in 211. Cf. =& « 203 « D15, vol. 21.

128. The Book of Jin says: Wang Xianzhi TJ§kZ was reviewed by contemporary critics as follows: Xizhi’s
2% cursive script has no equal in the Jin dynasty after its transfer to Jiangdong; Xianzhi is far inferior in power
to his father, yet excels in beauty.
(EEY Bl FRRZ, Wi ULR: #R0E, AT, S RE: BEERRAL, TmiEE
Zo
Notes: Wang Xianzhi TR : see art. 16. Wang Xizhi T3 : seeart. 12. Cf. &3 « T fH, vol. 80.

129. It also says: Wei Guan i H, whose courtesy name was Boyu {f17K, as well as the Gentleman of the
Secretariat ZES Suo Jing 2k from Dunhuang /&2 Commandery, was good at cursive script, and they
were called two masters at the Secretariat. Zhang Zhi &2 (Original annotation: Zhi’s courtesy name was
Boying 1[19%.) in the last years of the Han dynasty was good at cursive script, and critics reviewed that Guan
acquired Boying’s muscle, while Jing acquired his flesh.
NE: #HE FAE, BT REEUE R HE R, REASRE B 0. BORIRE 5k 253D
HHLE, AR, AL A

Notes: Wei Guan f#HE: see art. 27. Suo Jing Z¥: see art. 19. Cf. £ « fHFEEL vol. 36.

130. The Book of Northern Qi At75 says: Zhao Zhongjiang ¥ was good at cursive and clerical scripts,
and he always wrote normative characters even when he wrote to his younger brother. He said: “Cursive script
must be written clearly. If I send a letter written in cursive script to someone, I would seem to despise him.
Furthermore, I am afraid of misunderstanding when the receiver is immature.”
Aefsdy B A JEERR, #8 CUE) gO GRgE BEE, FEMBE. & “FATA
filte A EAERG # (ALAEY O 2N, BREWHE S . HEREY), RHEE.
Notes: Book of Northern Qi L7535 the standard history of the Northern Qi dynasty written by Li Baiyao
ZEH 4% (565-648). Zhao Zhongjiang % (c. 6th century): an official from Wan %& County of
Nanyang Fi[% Commandery. His highest title was Inspector of An Prefecture 22l 52 of the Sui dynasty.
Cf. Ju75E « BEZRME, vol. 38; b5k « BEZRE, vol. 55.

131. The Brief History of Three Kingdoms =B $l% says: Xiao Ziyun #T-Z=, the son of Prince Wenxian of
Yuzhang %% SCERT of the Southern Qi dynasty, was sophisticated, good at cursive script, and famous along
with his elder brothers Zixian F#H and Zizhao FHA. His youngest son Te 4§ was also good at calligraphy,
and Emperor Wu of Liang (i praised him: “Zijing’s T#{ calligraphy was inferior to that of Yishao i
/b, yet that of Xiao Te almost equals that of his father.”

(ZBn) Bl G TE, PR REL T, A8, TR, EILTH. THE4E. DT, G8
& BRI CTHLCE, ARk AR, BEHRL. 7
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Notes: Brief History of Three Kingdoms —[53Ll%: see art. 119. Xiao Ziyun i F==: see art. 24. Xiao
Zixian i T2 (487-537): the eighth son of Prince Wenxian of Yuzhang Ni 4Z SCERF 5t (444-492) of
the Southern Qi dynasty. His courtesy name was Jingyang =t[%. His highest title was Minister of Personnel
HHWE of the Liang dynasty. Xiao Zizhao 7 T-If: details unknown. Xiao Te #i%F (c. 6th century): the
second son of Xiao Ziyun. His courtesy name was Shida 113, His highest title was Magistrate of Haiyan
County j#i4 of the Liang dynasty. Emperor Wu of Liang Z2077: see art. 24. Zijing T#: see Wang
Xianzhi (art. 16). Yishao i%/b: see Wang Xizhi (art. 12). Cf. %23 « #7228, vol. 35; B « 77214,
vol. 42.

132. The Book of Chen says: In the reign of Emperor Wen 3777, a soldier robbed the tomb of Chi Tan A& of
the Jin dynasty at Dantu F}4i£ County, and obtained calligraphy of the Right General Wang Xizhi of the Jin
dynasty and other famous people. When the theft was discovered, those calligraphy works were confiscated by
the county office, and were finally stored in the imperial archive. Emperor Wen gave most of them to Bomao
{f17% because he loved old things. Afterward, Bomao became very good at ancient cursive script, and acquired
the style of Right General very well. (Original annotation: Bomao refers to Prince of Shixing 455 )

CBiEEDY El: SCy, HNRPHMER SR AL, A Bl 3 B G A B, 5, A
WRRE, BT . SO DMARLT T, 2. HRMRLER, HEAAE 2k J8E: Ak,
JRELEAR. D

Notes: Emperor Wen 377 of Chen (522566, 1. 559-566): the second emperor of the Chen dynasty. His
family name was Chen [, and his given name was Qian ff#. His posthumous name is Wen 3¢, and his
temple name is Shizu tH4H. Chi Tan A2 (320-361): a statesman from Jinxiang %4§ County of Gaoping
f=°F- Commandery. His courtesy name was Chongxi &Y. He was the second son of Chi Jian A%, and
was a brother of Wang Xizhi’s wife Chi Xuan #\#5 (see art. 138). His highest titles were Leader of Court
Gentlemen of the North JEHER3K, Inspector of Xu and Yan Regions %8 /M3l 5, and Earl of Dong’an
County HZ &1 of the Eastern Jin dynasty. His posthumous name is Jian . Chen Bomao [1H /%
(551-568): the second son of Emperor Wen of Chen. His courtesy name was Yuzhi #£2. He received the
title Prince of Shixing in 559. Cf. [## « I8FL A4, vol. 28; 7 5L « JRFLTE AR (H, vol. 65.

133. The Book of Tang says: He Zhizhang # 1% was good at cursive script. If his writing was found, every
dilettante treasured it even though each paper only contained a few dozen characters. At that same time, Zhang
Xu 5RJE from Wu Commandery 5:HB was also on familiar terms with Zhizhang. Xu loved drinking, and
every time he drank he shouted loudly, ran about madly, groped for a brush, and wielded it with brushwork so
boundlessly varied as it was as if he was aided by a divine being. People at that time called him Zhang the
Madman GRHH,

CHEY Bl B, HEd, G UUss, SAONEET, R, WA 2R, TR8%
BN LA, MR, SRPHGE, REEHER, S, A R SRR,
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Notes: He Zhizhang # H1E (659—744): an official and poet from Yongxing 7K ¥ County of Yue
Prefecture /. His courtesy name was Jizhen Z=J. His highest title was Supervisor of the Archives
Secretariat M2 & of the Tang dynasty. Zhang Xu 5/l (c. 7th-8th centuries): an official and calligrapher
from Wu County 5%5% of Su Prefecture #% /. His highest title was Administrator of the Left Guard
Command 7 FJFFE L of the Tang dynasty. Cf. #F3E « 2 HIF{#, vol. 190 mid.

134. Corrected Records of Three Guardians =il says: Zhao Xi #i%, whose courtesy name was Yuansi
JGii, was the Governor of Dunhuang Commandery & 5F. In earlier years, Du Bodu #:{f and Cui
Ziyu 4K had been praised for their skill at cursive script. Xi and Luo Hui Z&# were also good at cursive
script, and were very proud of their calligraphy. Zhang Boying 5R{[19% once wrote to the Chamberlain for the
Imperial Stud Kf% Zhu Ci &% from Xi’s native commandery: “I am inferior to Cui and Du upward, while
superior to Luo and Zhao downward.”

(Elfvrgs) El. BEE, o], RUERS. JettE, TR TERAFHT . BELEE R
B, AP, MORATEEURRRUORBRIBEE: “ B0, AR, T, 8 (5ER, DUENO
Her. ”

Notes: Corrected Records of Three Guardians —Fii{Jti: see art. 53. Li Xian’s 2= annotation for the
Later Book of Han cites this article as Zhi Yu’s #5 annotation for the book. Zhao Xi %€ (c.2nd century):
an official and calligrapher from Changling +F% County of Jingzhao %iJK Capital Region. Zhao Qi i
(d. 201), the author of Corrected Records of Three Guardians, was his younger cousin. Du Bodu F14F1/:
see Du Du #1/% (art. 19). Cui Ziyu #£-FK: see Cui Yuan (art. 70). Luo Hui ZEH# (c. 2nd century): an
official and calligrapher from Duling #1F% County of Jingzhao %k Capital Region. His courtesy name
was Shujing FUst. His highest title was Supervisor of the Palace Guards “FI#KE; of the Eastern Han dynasty.
Zhang Boying 5R{/19¢: see Zhang Zhi (art. 14). Zhu Ci &15: details unknown. Cf. 1% HE « s, 2
18 54,

135. A Criticism against Cursive Script -5 by Zhao Yi #75 says: Cursive script was created in the near
ancient times. It was neither dropped down from heavenly bodies, nor disgorged from the Yellow River 1] and
the Luo #f River, nor created by sages. In the last years of the Qin dynasty, clerical cursive script Z% was
created by shifting towards rapidity because many official documents were being produced, many battles were
happening, many military documents were coming and going, and many urgent commands were flying around.
It represents the concept of ease, but not being the achievement of sages. Those who learn cursive script today
do not think of its concept of ease, take it for granted that the models of Du Du #1: and Cui Yuan f# are the
embodiment of the turtle and dragon. All those who are capable of learning, after their adult teeth grow, abandon
the Cangjie £ and the Shizhou 4%, and only study Du and Cui as their models. When they have to write
to people, they want to devote their attention to calligraphy and so write: “I am unluckily busy now, so I cannot

write in cursive.” Cursive script was easy and rapid originally, but now conversely it is difficult and slow, and its
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concept is heavily spoiled. Masters Du #1, Cui 4, and Zhang 5 each had distinguished talent, learned widely,
and amused themselves in calligraphy at their leisure. People in later times admire the masters, only study
calligraphy as their business, respect the masters more and more highly, forget their fatigue, do not rest in the
evening, and have no time for a meal at nightfall. They exhaust one brush every ten days, and use up several
cakes of ink every month; their collars and sleeves turn black as honey locust seeds, and their lips and teeth are
always black. When they sit together with other people, they do not participate in the conversation, and just draw
on the ground with their finger, continuing even after injuring the finger and baring the bone. However, their
calligraphy makes no progress just as a woman imitating the grimace of a beauty seems uglier, or just as a man
learning another way of walking forgets his own rhythm.
O RIER, 8 GEHZER) B0 & EEE) Bl REEZ R, Hph-F. FdecginE, ~E
T R, RAEEAE. BRIR, BESUL, BEOLE, I, PR, diim sk
H. nEgcts, FEACEW. S8R5, ARAES S, BB, B2 i . il
wibh b, AMEEE, B CEED. CRMD, TSR, ERN. REME, EnE, = “d@ug,
WA EL, 7 BARGNE, A EME, KL, Kb, 8. R’ BABBE A, M2,
T BRI, SR, MBS, SRS, YA, RAEE. 0%, A%,
SRMTI, R R MEERSRAL, NERAEL, JRIREM, WAD (R #R), MArhEdo i, A
R SRR, MR AN, JRBE R, BB RHTH.
Notes: Zhao Yi #75 (c. 2nd century): a scholar and author from Xi County F§5% of Hanyang %
Commandery. His courtesy name was Yuanshu JG#l. He held the title Senior Treasurer 5 of Hanyang
Commandery. Du Du L/ see art. 19. Cui Yuan #%: see art. 70. Cangjie £i#, i.c., the Cangjie pian
FEEHR: see art. 101. Shizhou 4%, i.e., the Shizhou pian 58 k: see art. 104. Master Zhang & see
Zhang Zhi (art. 14). Cf. =, vol. 1.

136. Right General Wang F 475 wrote Shape of Cursive Script 2% as follows: In the Qin dynasty, kings
competed for supremacy, documents were dispatched, and commands were issued with beacons and post horses.
Since seal and clerical scripts were difficult to write rapidly, they created a rapid style of script, which is called
cursive script today. It derives from the ancestor Du Du #1 [, Zhang Zhi 7 is the grandfather, Wei Guan 7
is the father, Suo Jing & and Fan Ye i are the uncles, and the Two Wangs —F5F can be called the
brothers, Bo Shaozhi # being the illegitimate son, and Yang Xin 2 being the servant. My description above
will not be contrary to the concept in which Cangjie observed the traces of birds. It has sparse and dense bodies,
and holds an outstanding sense; it shows shapes of flying, running, and flowing, an atmosphere of standing on a
precipitous cliff, a mild and gentle look, and a prominent and free emotion. How can I sweepingly review the
skill exhibited in a hundred styles and a thousand shapes!

EHEER (EES) B SREEESR, SR, RGN, USSR HE, AHOLHE, Z
Al EASEI. AN AR, DIRBH, DR R WM, “ERTARE S, #
RIS, RS BIAL, TAREAESIR R, M, AR SR REREes,
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BisAe 2 R RN S, HaPE b, BRETE, MEHT, BBk !
Notes: Right General Wang 1475 see Wang Xizhi (art 12). Du Du #1: see art. 19. Zhang Zhi 552
see art. 14. Wei Guan 74FE: see art. 27. Suo Jing ZUif: see art. 19. Fan Ye Jil#: see art. 70. The Two
Wangs — T-50F: refers to Wang Xizhi and his seventh son Xianzhi (art. 16). Bo Shaozhi {##4.2 : see art.
70. Yang Xin 2£ik: see art. 54. Cf. 1EEHELER, vol. 7; Mochi bian 32104, vol. 2.
137. The Judgements on Calligraphy says: Ru Chun 417 says: “Gao # represents making a draft.” Yao Cha
Wk%% says: “Cao B is just as cu & ‘rough.’ Gao i represents making a book written roughly.” The
definition of creating sentences derives from those above interpretations. Cursive script originated from making
drafts.
CHED Bl WiEz: “fERAERE. 7 Pt “, M. B CFETEE, 1§ G55 &
) ERAEE, 7 ESCGRBIRIE. BEZE, KRR,
Notes: Ru Chun W% (c. 3rd century): a scholar from Pingyi #5%f] Commandery. His highest title was
Aide of Chen Commandery Pfififiz& of the Cao Wei dynasty. He created an annotated work on the Book of
Han. Yao Cha k%2 (533-606): a scholar from Wukang # County of Wuxing 5% Commandery. His
courtesy name was Boshen {H{#. His highest titles were Secretary of the Crown Prince KT P4 A and
Duke of Northern Jiang Commandery -Jb#%H8/ of the Sui dynasty. He also created annotated works on the
Book of Han. Cf. 15585, vol. 7.

138. It also says: Lady Chi [ [, the wife of Wang Yishao Ti%/D of the Jin dynasty, was very good at
calligraphy, and his seventh son Xianzhi J§ was the most famous. Xuanzhi % 2, Ningzhi %2, Huizhi
2., and Caozhi #2 were all good at cursive script. Ningzhi’s wife Xie Yun #{4% was a woman of talent,
good at calligraphy also, and valued very highly by her father-in-law. Xianzhi, who was also good at cursive
script, first learned under his father in his childhood, studied Zhang Zhi 5 afterward, thereby changing his style
and creating another model. Finally, he wholly obeyed his own heart and coincided with the heavenly law, no
one equaling him in free emotion.
NE: B, FMRETE, LPRemms. X2, #te. fe. e TRE, Bz 5,
AAHE, INGEE, HREHER. BOMERE, 215A%8 IRERIR, MESCEREE, . 2
WAL, FARME, BHGE, Hz B,
Notes: Lady Chi #BIX, i.e., Chi Xuan #f¥E (c. 4th century): a daughter of Chi Jian #FEEL (269-339), the
Defender-in-Chief K Jif of the Eastern Jin dynasty from Jinxiang 44§ County of Gaoping =1
Commandery. Wang Yishao T i%’/): see Wang Xizhi (art 12). Wang Xianzhi T JE2: see art. 16. Wang
Xuanzhi £ % (326-357): the first son of Wang Xizhi. His courtesy name was Boyuan {Hi%. Wang
Ningzhi T#t.2 (334-399): the second son of Wang Xizhi. His courtesy name was Shuping #{F-. His
highest titles were Inspector of Jiang Region YL /Il 5, Left General /&3, and Governor of the
Principality of Kuaiji & &5 of the Eastern Jin dynasty. Wang Huizhi T2 (338-386): the fifth son
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of Wang Xizhi. His courtesy name was Ziyou k. His highest title was Gentleman Attendant at the Palace
Gate F["[fFEL of the Eastern Jin dynasty. Wang Caozhi T42 (c. 4th century): the sixth son of Wang
Xizhi. His courtesy name was Zizhong T-Z. His highest title was Governor of Yuzhang Commandery %
i K5F of the Eastern Jin dynasty. Xie Yun {25, i.e., Xie Daoyun #{iE#i (c. 4th century): a daughter of
Xie Yi #{2% (d.358), the Inspector of Yu Region FRM{H 5 of the Eastern Jin dynasty from Yangxia 55
County of Chen Commandery [, Zhang Zhi 5K see art. 14. Cf. %54, vol. 8.

139. Xie Tiao #i/k of the Southern Qi dynasty, whose courtesy name was Xuanhui % &, was by far the most
elegant and refined at that time. His calligraphy had a very good reputation, and that in cursive script was
especially famous. It looks like a beauty standing beside a river being lit by the sunset clouds in the twilight; it
is like flowers being blown about in the forest in late spring.
A, TR, R, SRR, EEAR, RS, TMGHE) L RIEREIRN, AR
H, RIARAEH .
Notes: Xie Tiao Ik (464-499): a poet from Yangxia [% % County of Chen Commandery [##E. His
highest title was Secretarial Court Gentleman at the Ministry of Personnel & 3 iH of the Southern Qi
dynasty. Cf. FH (EZEEE, vol. 8).

140. Xiao Sihua #8055 of the Liu Song dynasty, who was good at calligraphy, learned under Yang Xin =ik
and acquired his cursive script calligraphy wonderfully. The shape of a mountain range does not seem to be split
when viewed broadly, therefore, Sihua’s calligraphy can be called skillful although it has neither a strange peak
nor a precipitous cliff. Yuan Ang 325 says: “Yang Xin =, Kong Linzhi fL, Xiao Sihua 7, and Fan Ye i
excelled for a time in regular, cursive, running, and seal script respectively.”
K GEE, T, SRR, AHEL, Wi, A, MR EREIY TS, WRRATIR. B
R CEREILEL, GATIEEE, SR,
Notes: Xiao Sihua i [H55: see art. 70. Yang Xin =£fik: see art. 54. Yuan Ang 7 55: see art. 70. Kong
Linzhi fL#k2 : see art. 70. Fan Ye 0l see art. 70. Cf. HHT (15HZER, vol. 9).

Flying white script &35

141. The Book of Song says: Wang Senggian T-f{4/€, who was the Secretariat Director 74>, once wrote in
flying white script on the wall of the Secretariat office as follows: “It is the absolute law of things that a round
object will move and a square object will stay. If a thing is decorated endlessly it will be excessive, if it is piled
up endlessly it will collapse, and if it is carried endlessly it will be lost, that is why one ought to go promptly
when it is time.” This verse was applauded and compared with the Inscription to the Right of the Seat JFEA78%
at that time.

(REY Bl FERMES, BRROIENEIEE F. “Eiryil, YW, B AeRN, &
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ZACHIE, SIZACRIE, RMEa k. 7 SREE, DI (A,
Notes: Book of Song: this could be considered a clerical error—Book of Southern Qi is more appropriate.
Wang Sengqian Tf45%: see art. 21. Inscription to the Right of the Seat JFEAi$%: a verse written by Cui
Yuan 3% (see art. 70). Cf. Fgs « T E 1, vol. 22.

142. The Book of Tang says: LiuJi #IJH was installed as the Cavalier Attendant-in-Ordinary U5 £F. Ji was
by nature freehearted and able to speak straightforwardly. Emperor Taizong A% was good at Wang Xizhi’s
F# 2 calligraphy, especially at flying white script. Emperor once invited his subjects within the third rank to
the banquet held at the Xuanwu Gate Z["], where he took the brush and wrote some characters in flying
white script to give his subjects. A servant snatched away that writing from Emperor’s hand under the influence
of liquor, then Ji went up to the throne and took it in his hand. All other subjects proposed to Emperor: “It is a
capital crime that Ji stepped on the imperial couch. Please punish him according to the law!” Emperor said with
laughter: “We have heard that Consort declined to ride in imperial palanquin in the past, and now We see
Attendant on Our couch.”

CHEEY I BNERREG AR BIEBRREE. KR LERLE, kA, B% =Mt ERZRM,
WREER A TR R, BEREFIURN T, BRI TR BFEE: B RET. S
e 7 WEIMER: CURGEITRIE JREE, B (EEE) SO, SHREFEIK. 7

Notes: LiuJi BIjH (d. 645): a statesman from Jiangling YL.f% County of Jing Prefecture 7i#!. His courtesy
name was Sidao L&, His highest title was Director of the Chancellery {1 of the Tang dynasty. Consort
Ban FF4ELT (c. 1st century BCE) : a concubine of Emperor Cheng Ji{#7 of Han (51-7 BCE, r. 33—7 BCE).
She once declined Emperor’s invitation to ride in his palanquin because she feared distracting him from

matters of state. Cf. & JFHE « ZIH{E, vol. 74.

143. Ma Zhou J§J# was once given by Emperor Taizong a work of flying white script written in his imperial
own hand, inscribed thus: “A phoenix needs its wings to fly above the clouds. Imperial attendants can be relied
on as long as they are loyal.”
B, KFEUMERAREE, . “BR®E, LAPRR. BikeEF, WEiR. 7
Notes: Ma Zhou 5 (601-648): a statesman from Chiping #£°> County of Qinghe &7 Commandery.
His courtesy name was Binwang & . His highest title in life was Secretariat Director 174> of the Tang
dynasty. He was posthumously conferred the title Commander-in-Chief of You Region KAMIEREF. Cf. #5)FE
&« FAE, vol. 74.

144. Emperor Gaozong =% wrote three works of flying white script and gave them to the attendants. In those
works was written thus: “One who floats near the source of a great river waits for a rudder,” for Dai Zhide 3%
Z/; “One who flies all over the nine areas of the sky needs six wings,” for Hao Chujun #}Z{%4; and “One

who depends on good assistance keeps sincerity,” for Li Jingxuan Z=H{ %,
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R RO E DGR, BEBEME: IR Rk 7 BRERE: CRILE, BRI 7 B

WX OsfEZHEL, 35 CEEE) B0 B “BER, B 7
Notes: Emperor Gaozong 5555 of Tang: see art. 34. Dai Zhide ¥{%/& (d. 679): a prime minister in the
reign of Emperor Gaozong, from Anyang %Z[% County of Xiang Prefecture #H/. His highest titles in life
were Right Vice Director of the Secretariat £7{%5¥, Advisor to the Crown Prince KT %, and Duke of
Dao State &[]/, He was posthumously conferred the title Superior Commander-in-Chief of Bing Region
FEINFARES. His posthumous name is Gong 7. Hao Chujun 7R (607-681): a statesman from Anlu
%% County of An Prefecture ZJ!. His highest title in life was Director of the Chancellery £+ of the
Tang dynasty. He was posthumously conferred the title Superior Commander-in-Chief of Jing Prefecture 7
PRHERES. Li Jingxuan ZZ (615-682): a prime minister in the reign of Emperor Gaozong, from Qiao
# County of Bo Prefecture Z/1|. His highest titles in life were Secretariat Director #1354 and Duke of
Zhao State [/, He was posthumously conferred the title Commander-in-Chief of Yan Region 7%

"Bt His posthumous name is Wenxian 3C#. Cf. 8 i « #H L, vol. 70.

145. Gleanigs of the Daye Era K3:F418 says: When Emperor Yang 1577 were about to visit Jiangdu YL
in the Daye era, he ordered that Prince of Yue You #T-ff be in charge of the Eastern Capital. Half of the ladies
in the palace could not go along with Emperor, and they vied with one another in crying to prevent him from
going, mourning their parting and clinging to the carriage, with their blood from their fingers staining the
martingale. Emperor did not return, and left the ladies the following twenty characters written in flying white
script: “I have dreamed of the beauty of Jiangdu, it was incidental that I went to Liaodong for conquest. Keep
your complexions good, it is only this year that we will be apart.”

CRERID Fl: R, G HELH, mik B TR, B ihEse, g, 28 (8
fEfE, DAEdO B, frigeit, swAm, FRAE 5, BBEE, = “REVLEL, EEIAME
e HEBOL, B E. 7

Notes: Gleanings of the Daye Era KZE¥1H: collected stories about Emperor Yang’s private life at Jiangdu
in the Daye K3E era (605-618). It is usually named Records Gleaned in the Daye Era REEFRIERL, and
also named Records on the Haze and Flowers of the South FififE4¢4%. Emperor Yang J%7 of Sui: see
art. 92. Jiangdu YL7f: present day Yangzhou #5/ City, Jiangsu YL#K Province. In 616, Emperor Yang
moved there because of the rebellions spreading throughout northern China. Prince of Yue You #T1fi:
According to the Book of Sui [, not Yang You #5514, i.e., Emperor Gong You &6 (605-619,r.617—
618), the third and last emperor of the Sui dynasty, but his brother Yang Tong 15 (604-619) received the
title Prince of Yue in 607. Furthermore, when Emperor Yang escaped to Jiangdu, Prince of Dai You 1{+1H
stayed at the Daxing K capital, and Prince of Yue Tong was ordered to be responsible for defending the
Eastern Capital Luoyang. Cf. KZEH4IEEL, vol. top.

146. The Institutional History of Tang JE& % says: On the fifth day of the fifth month of the eighteenth year
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of the Zhenguan i # era (Original annotation: the day of the duanwu ¥iii“F- festival), Emperor Taizong wrote
characters such as luan &, feng B\, qiu ML, and long HE in flying white script, and the brushwork was
amazingly excellent. Emperor told the Minister of Education 77 Zhangsun Wuji =4S and the Minister
of Personnel 3 1#j& Yang Shidao 15[fii&: “According to the custom of older times, people used to present
one another ornaments or playthings on the fifth day of the fifth month. Now We present each of you two fans
carrying flying white script, and We hope they will generate a fresh breeze that improves your virtue.”
CEgE) B J8HH/VELR R 5iF D, KERRAEFEERILESS, 986, Haft
RAMS. THMIAEMER: “ LA ERULTREAEE . RESSEEREAE A, g, LAY
FEpE,
Notes: Institutional History of Tang J& € historic records of the Tang dynasty compiled by Wang Pu T
T8 (922-982). Zhenguan E#fl era: 627-649. Zhangsun Wuji =4S (d. 659): a prime minister in
the reigns of Emperors Taizong and Gaozong, from Luoyang 7%F% County of Henan ji[F§ Commandery.
His courtesy name was Fuji fifif. His highest titles were Defender-in-Chief &3 and Duke of Zhao State
B A of the Tang dynasty. Yang Shidao #%Hfii& (d. 647): a prime minister in the reign of Emperor
Taizong, from Huayin #2f& County of Hongnong 754 Commandery. His courtesy name was Jingyou %t
Jik. His highest titles in life were Secretariat Director H12&4 and Duke of Ande Commandery “ZfEAEA.
He was posthumously conferred the titles Minister of Personnel and Commander-in-Chief of Bing Region Jf:

JH#EF. His posthumous name is Yi 4. Cf. JE&ZE, vol. 35.

147. The Judgements on Calligraphy says: Flying white script was created by Cai Yong %4%E, the Leader of
Court Gentlemen of the Left 7= "B of the Later Han dynasty. Both Wang Yin Ff& and Wang Yin F1% say:
“Flying white script, which is a variation of the regular style, was used for the plates of palaces originally. Since
the shape of characters was as large as a zhang square, it had better be light and sparse. Therefore it was named
flying white script.” Wang Sengqian &% says: “Flying white script is a lighter sort of eight-point script.”
Despite such interpretations as above, in the Xiping - era, Emperor Ling of Han 7% %575 ordered Cai Yong
to compose the Shenghuang pian ®2 553, and he went to the Hongdu Gate ##[["] when the work was
complete. The Hongdu Gate was being repaired then, and Bojie {AM, waiting beside the gate for imperial order,
found a workman drawing characters with a broom. He was delighted in his heart, and made flying white script
after returning home. It was used for the plates of palaces and pavilions in the last years of the Han dynasty and
the first years of the Cao Wei dynasty. It has two styles: one leans to the normativity of eight-point script, another
leans to the lightness of small seal script. If Mr. Cai had not prepared the excellency, how could it improve so
much! His creation can be deemed the achievement of a man who can communicate with the other world or the
divine immortals.

(EED Fl: REEE, BELPEEEIEDR. TR THlts: “TRA, Sl ALERE
B SIS JEIESIR, # QEEHEER) SO, FHEMAN. ZRRE. 7 FEEs: “RA, A
W T MG, SRR E RS, 1B (EEERD KO TERAREE (EERE), R

170



REDRARFY b R TT A ERIRRIT, AMERRAPT N, RARANCLE ST DA, SRR E. R
Byl WCLEE . KR T BNER G, SRR NG HARERARY, BhERRIL! WA R
i, SRl .
Notes: Cai Yong %%E.: see art. 70. His courtesy name was Bojie {14, Wang Yin FF&: see art. 96. Wang
Yin T1% (c. 5th century): details unknown. The contents of his work Records on Characters & are
cited in the Fashu yaolu, vol. 1. Zhang 3: a zhang approximately equaled 231 cm in the Han dynasty. Wang
Sengqian Tf%/%: see art. 21. Xiping =°F* era: 172-178. Cf. yLEEEEE, vol. 7.

148. The Fashu yaolu %3 #§# says: Flying white script was a lighter sort of eight-point script for palaces
originally, and wholly uses the regular style. Zhang Hong 58754 of the Wu dynasty loved studying, never served
as an official, and always wore a black hood, so people at that time called him Zhang the Black Hood R &T1.
He was especially good at flying white script, and those who were good at calligraphy rarely disliked his work.
GEEHEED) H: RA, ARER/\7rif, SRk Rk, FEAME, BHE RN, AR
REM. WENRERE, REEFHEATLZ.
Notes: Fashu yaolu %E%45% (Compendium of Calligraphy): a series of works on calligraphy edited by
Zhang Yanyuan 5REZ1E (c. 9th century). Zhang Hong 5R5.: see art. 90. Cf. ZHHT (LAEEEE, vol. 7).

Ancient cursive script i

149. The Book of Jin says: Wang Xizhi’s calligraphy was not as good as that of Yu Yi J#&i# and Chi Yin A%
at first, but became excellent in his later years. When he once replied to Yu Liang J8i5% in ancient cursive script,
Yi deeply admired the writing, and wrote to Xizhi: “There used to be ten papers of Boying’s fFJ& ancient
cursive script in my house, but we lost them because of confusion when passing over the Yangtze, and since then
I often regret the excellent writing that disappeared forever. Now as I observe your reply to my brother, it is
shining as if divine, and it instantly revives that sight I experienced in the past.”

() H: B2 &, WIABRBER, A0, RIEF . BULREE P, MR, B
oz “EEAAEERETAL WL, BTk, WEWIKAE. BRETEZ LS, B
W, TR, 7

Notes: Yu Yi Bi% (305-345): a statesman from Yanling 5Bf% County of Yingchuan #4)I] Commandery.

N

His courtesy name was Zhigong #E#%. His highest titles in life were Inspector of Jing Region 7ij /4| 5,
Westward-subduing General {IEPti# 5, and Marquis of Duting #fi5%{% of the Eastern Jin dynasty. He was
posthumously conferred the title Chariots and Horse General HLEi 5. His posthumous name is Su 7. Chi
Yin Al1E (313-384): a statesman from Jinxiang 44§ County of Gaoping =~V Commandery. His
courtesy name was Fanghui 77 [7]. He was the first son of Chi Jian #BEL and was a brother of Wang Xizhi’s
wife Chi Xuan 7ifl#% (see art. 138). His highest titles in life were Inspector of Xu and Yan Regions 7
JH3# 52 and General of Pacifying the North “F1bi i of the Eastern Jin dynasty. He was posthumously
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conferred the titles Palace Attendant £ and Minister of Works #]%. His posthumous name is Wenmu
X #2. Yu Liang i (289-340): a statesman, an elder brother of Yu Yi JBi3. His courtesy name was
Yuangui JG#. His highest titles in life were Inspector of Jiang, Jing, and Yu Regions VL7 = I35,
Westward-subduing General {iEPG;% 2, and Marquis of Duting #{5%{% of the Eastern Jin dynasty. He was
posthumously conferred the title Defender-in-Chief K. His posthumous name is Wenkang /. Boying
HTE: see Zhang Zhi (art. 14). Cf. && « &M, vol. 80.

150. The Judgements on Calligraphy says: Ancient cursive script was created by Shi You 5}, the Director of
Eunuch Attendants %74 of the Han dynasty. Both Wei Chang 7% and Li Dan 255 say: “The cursive
style originated in the early years of the Han dynasty, but we have no idea who created it.” Xiao Ziliang i1
K says: “Du Cao F1##, the Governor of the Principality of Qi 74 of the Han dynasty, changed the cursive
style into ancient cursive script.” Those above interpretations are all false. It is true what Wang Yin 1% says:
“In the reign of Emperor Yuan of Han 7577, Shi You composed the Jijiu zhang S5, in which the bodies
of clerical script were dissolved and written roughly, and that script spread gradually because the Han customs
tended to become easier.”

(D . mEE, TS R, B GEEZERD WD LEiEd. %, F5iks. %
WIMAT RS, DR 7 TR “ERE, EAAMRGEED, 7 . s o
Wi, SUFE CSURED, MRECHRE, REZ, BREE, WibITZ. 7 R

Notes: Shi You 537 (c. 1st century BCE): a eunuch who held the title Director of Eunuch Attendants in the
reign of Emperor Yuan of Han (r. 49-33 BCE). Wei Chang 7%, i.e., Wei Heng 7#/1H: see art. 18. Li Dan
ZRHE: details unknown. Xiao Ziliang # 7K (460-494): the second son of Emperor Wu iy of Qi (440—
493, 1. 482-493). His courtesy name was Yunying 223, He received the title Prince of Jingling %% T in
482. His highest title was Minister of Education #]4. His posthumous name is Wenxuan 3. Du Cao #L
&, ie., DuDu F1/¥: see art. 19. Wang Yin F1%: see art. 147. Emperor Yuan JG7; of Han: see art. 9.
Jijiu zhang ZUHFE: a primer and glossary used in the Han, Wei, Jin, and Northern and Southern dynasties.
Cf. IEFEER, vol. 7.

151. It also says: Suo Jing 23, whose courtesy name was You’an %/, was good at ancient cursive script.
His calligraphy was derived from Wei Dan #:#E, and surpassed him in severity. It looks as if the mountain was
split at the center, the water was falling down; it looks like a lone pine tree on the snowy peak, and like an
unstable rock in the icy river. Its hardness and strength has no equal in all ages.
NE: g, e, SRR, WERE, WG H. G IR, KEMER: FaIUs, rKilfEa.
HLEXFHRI A AN

Notes: Suo Jing Z3: see art. 19. Wei Dan FEFi: see art. 53. Cf. A ZER, vol. 8.

152. Xu Gan {R¥F, whose courtesy name was Bozhang {F5i, was good at ancient cursive script. Ban Gu Jf
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praised him in his letter to his younger brother Chao #: “I obtained a piece of Bozhang’s draft of epistle.

Every friend will surely be impressed if he reads it. It is quite true that one’s art is built by oneself, one’s fame is

raised by others.” In later years, Su Ban fi##f from Pingling “*F% was praised very much by Bozhang for his

calligraphy when five years old.

B, AR, GEEE, PEMGEE, M. “PHAREZE. MaEEe, ARG, fURE

HoazL, AN 7 BABYEE, PRAW, FERaeE, AR TR,
Notes: Xu Gan &% (c. 1st century): an official from Pingling “F-f% County of Fufeng $£/H Capital
Region. His highest title was Adjutant 5% under Ban Chao’s army. Ban Gu [ (32-92): a historian and
author from Anling %% County of Fufeng #£J& Capital Region. His courtesy name was Mengjian i BX.
He wrote the Book of Han 3 as Director of the Orchid Pavilion R4 5. Ban Chao ¥ (32-102):
an Eastern Han dynasty general who conquered the Western Regions Ptil&. His courtesy name was
Zhongsheng fi7}. His highest titles were Protector General of the Western Regions PEiB##% and Marquis
of Dingyuan Ei#f%. SuBan &fHE: details unknown. Cf. EH (EE LR, vol. 9).

153. It also says: Zhang Boying 5{FFE of the Later Han dynasty improved Bodu’s {1/ ancient cursive
script, just as Yishao i%/> improved Yuanchang’s Ju# regular script. He and Yishao added more colors and
let flowers bloom in the elaborate way of analysis, thus much beauty being produced, but they are both inferior
to their master in high and deep taste and the plain and simple style. However, both of them are by far the best
of all ages.
NE: BERAGHA AT R, TR OHEoTE (RE, B QS ER) B0 Hil. MM
I, RSRENE], SRRISER, BAEmEIALEL R, AR, A& J5EHS, B (EEERD)
CON NP 7
Notes: Zhang Boying SR1{[{4: see Zhang Zhi (art. 14). Bodu {/1/%: see Du Du (art. 19). Yishao i%/): see
Wang Xizhi (art. 12). Yuanchang JG7#: see Zhong Yao (art. 14). Cf. JEZEEF, vol. 8.

154. 1t also says: Zhang Boying’s 5RAATE Jijiu zhang S5 in ancient cursive script, in which every
character is written by one stroke, corresponds with nature, so it is what is called ultimate changeability. Yang
Xin 2Efik says: “Zhang Zhi 52, Huang Xiang 2%, Zhong Yao ##%%, and Suo Jing Z¥ were all called
sages of calligraphy in their own times.”
NE: RARERE (SE), FEFEmMN, GRAL WSS, £ “RE. B
SRR Ruh, RplpSEEE. 7
Notes: Jijiu zhang SUiiT: see art. 150. Yang Xin Jik: see art. 54. Huang Xiang 2% see art. 70. Suo
Jing i see art. 19. Cf. VEEHEEE, vol. 8.

155. Zhang Zhi %% was good at ancient cursive script. Cui Yuan 43 says: “A dragon rises up and a leopard

changes its spots, blue dye comes from the indigo plant.” He also created modern cursive script—being allowed
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anything by Heaven, especially unique, frechearted and detached, never caring about right or wrong; just like
the water of a long river originating from the pure source flows endlessly, and goes round through the canyon;
only the Creator can design a flow such as that. As for those shapes like dragons and animals running, jumping,
and clutching, heart and hand go along with any change, it is impossible to predict where they will go. It is
elaborate and excellent, being the crown of all ages; that is why the model permanent for hundreds of generations
can neither be comprehended with intelligence nor be acquired with effort. It is just like a man of superiority
who travels around in the silent country, or a phoenix that flies about in the field of heaven. Whoever could say
it was meaningless that Wei Zhongjiang # {1} called him the sage of cursive script!

REBELEE, HRs: “REVE, HHRE. 7 MRS, REUUE, SR MR &
THRHRIR, RN, S0 EA, RGNk EREHERER, MM, LTS, 975 AMILT
Wil FERLD, SRS, RS A, ALV, eI DR, #5 E iR g, &
BT K2 E . Bl R, SaEEH!

Notes: Cui Yuan #£3%: see art. 70. Wei Zhongjiang Zf{'#5: see Wei Dan (art. 53). Cf. EE#HER, vol. 8.

156. It also says: Zhang Chang 5K, whose courtesy name was Wenshu 3C#T, was the youngest brother of
Boying fH¥E. He was the Gentleman Attendant at the Palace Gate #["|f5E, and was especially good at
ancient cursive script. He never spoiled the way of his family, and let new leaves and flowers grow. His
calligraphy was similar to Boying, so people at that time called him a lesser sage.
S AR, TR, AA9EEE. R PIRRE, JUE AR, SENER, ZREEREE. EPUAOE, RPN
A i E
Notes: Zhang Chang 5K (c. 2nd century): an official of the Eastern Han dynasty. Boying {F17¢: see Zhang
Zhi (art. 14). Cf. FHHr (EHFEEE, vol. 8).

157. Tt also says: Du Du #LJ¥ of the Later Han dynasty, whose courtesy name was Bodu 1A%, was from
Duling #1:f% County of Jiangzhao FJK Capital Region. He was a great-grandson of the Censor-in-Chief 7]
$1KK Yannian %E4E, served as the Governor of the Principality of Qi 754 in the reign of Emperor Zhang
77, and was good at ancient cursive script. Although Shi You i created cursive script, no book tells us of
his skill, and no piece of his writing remains. It was Mr. Du who first realized that excellence. Wei Dan #£HE
says: “Du Du is remarkably powerful, yet his strokes look a little thin. Cui Yuan £E[< learned Du Du as his
model, and the bodies are very dense, yet the skill of construction is sometimes worse. Zhang Zhi 582 liked
and studied their calligraphy, and his skill became more and more elaborate. He can be called a sage of cursive
script, being by far the best of all ages.”

ST AR, FHAE, SURMRE AW, B RIEFE G 1R, SRR, R hil, Ml
& HORACILEE, SCEFCER. BILe, HMERAF. #Rtn (R, # GEEERD HD: “it
REHE T, M-El. EIREL, SRR, &1, AL, RZEFMSE, R W
FHEEE, HIATARIR, M eEEs. 7
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Notes: DuDu F1/%: see art. 19. Du Yannian FLZEE (d. 52 BCE): an official of the Western Han dynasty.
Emperor Zhang 77 of Han (57-88, . 75-88): the third emperor of the Eastern Han dynasty. His family
name was Liu %1, and his given name was Da #}H. His posthumous name is Xiaozhang # %, and his temple

name is Suzong JfiZ%. Shi You 53 see art. 150. Cf. VAEHZLER, vol. 8.
Running script 173

158. The Judgements on Calligraphy says: Liu Desheng $I#7} of the Later Han dynasty from Yingchuan #{
JII Commandery, whose courtesy name was Junsi 7 fffi, created running script. It is a minor simplification of
regular script. It obeys the concept of ease, and allows the characters to flow and run, that is why it is named
running script. It is true what Wang Yin £ says: “After the Jin dynasty, many good calligraphers have
appeared. It was Zhong Yuanchang ##70% who won the reputation of being good at running script in the
former ages.” Afterward, Wang Xizhi T3 and Xianzhi k2 both reached the highest point.

(EE Bl REE RS, FHm, EirE. WIEE2ME. BRE S, MERT, SEE2ArE.
Flzm: ‘B LHEEZ. DATHES, HHEOHETME. 7 20 B Ef. RER
WS o

Notes: Liu Desheng FffT}: see art. 85. Wang Yin T/1¥: see art. 147. Zhong Yuanchang $HJ0H: see
Zhong Yao (art. 14). Cf. 554, vol. 7.

159. It also says: Liu Desheng won a reputation by creating running script in the reigns of Emperors Huan 1
and Ling . His calligraphy was simple but also glamorous, being by far the most elegant and charming at that
time. Hu Zhao # and Zhong Yao ###% both studied his calligraphy as their model. Hu Zhao’s calligraphy
looked a little thin, but each had some merits of Desheng’s calligraphy.
NE: BETE, fH. SR LUGEAT S E A . AR, BUASEAY, P I SERRIGARI
o MHTERZEM, IEEETCEM.
Notes: Emperor Huan 875 of Han (132-167, 1. 146-167): see art. 44. Emperor Ling %% of Han (156
189, r. 168-189): see art. 100. Hu Zhao #H7: see art. 11. Cf. {EEHEEE, vol. 8.

160. 1t also says: Wang Xiu A of the Jin dynasty, whose courtesy name was Jingren #{{", was good at
running script. He once asked Right General 472 for his calligraphy, then he wrote the Encomium for the
Portrait of Dongfang Shuo HJ7 7% and gave it to Xiu. Wang Senggian /£ says: “Jingren almost
completely acquired the excellence of the model, that is why Wang Zijing & -4, every time he looked at his
calligraphy, said: ‘He almost catches up with the forerunner.””
NEl: BEM, FHAS, BATE. EAERE, i CROyME By, EMEs. “BU-3hE
Hop, EradgdcH: ‘Mm@ A. 7

Notes: Wang Xiu T (334-357): an official from Jinyang 5% County of Taiyuan #J5 Commandery.
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His father was Wang Meng Fi5 (see art. 35). He held the titles Editorial Director /£ and Instructor to
Prince of Langya AT % of the Eastern Jin dynasty. Right General 17 see Wang Xizhi (art. 12).
Encomium for the Portrait of Dongfang Shuo %772 a regular script calligraphy work written by
Wang Xizhi. Its text was originally written by Xiahou Zhan X%t (243-291). Wang Sengqian T {4/
see art. 21. Wang Zijing T T#{: see Wang Xianzhi (art. 16). Cf. 75EEEE, vol. 9.

Correction

In articles 21, 22, and 26 of this annotated translation, which were previously published, the title £ in
the Northern and Southern dynasties was incorrectly translated into “Director of the Chancellery.” The correct
translation is “Palace Attendant.” Additionally, the translation “Mr. Director’s” in article 24 must likewise be

corrected to “Mr. Attendant’s.”
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