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A Long Zainichi Life as a Hansen’s Disease (Ex-)Patient:
Sangkweon Kim’s Life Story

Yasunori FUKUOKA & Ai KUROSAKA

Mr. Osamu Sagawa (alias in a Hansen’s disease sanatorium) was born in
Jeollabuk-do Province in 1931. He moved to Japan with his mother when he
was quite young. His Korean name is Sangkweon Kim. He found that he had
Hansen’s disease during the Great Tokyo Air Raid and entered National
Sanatorium Kuriu-Rakusenen in March 26, 1945. He moved to a religious
sanatorium, Minobu-Jinkyoen in 1958 and then to National Sanatorium Tama-
Zenshoen in 1964. When we had the interview with Mr. Sagawa in March 26,
2010, he was 79 years old and he had us at the reception room of the National
Hansen’s Disease Museum because he served a steering committee member of
the museum and the chair of the Residents’ Association in Tama-Zenshoen at
the same time.

When I (Fukuoka) served as the executive committee secretary general of
11th Citizen’s Conference on Hansen’s Disease in May 2015, 1 asked Mr.
Sagawa to be the executive committee chair and he willingly accepted the favor.
When we visited National Sorokdo Hansen’s Disease Hospital in Korea to
attend its 100th anniversary in May 2016, we watched a special TV program by
KBS, Korean Broadcasting System, that Mr. Sagawa had an interview by KBS
in his Korean name, Sangkweon Kim.

We received the interview release permission from Mr. Sagawa in February
19, 2017 when we went to visit him hospitalized. He passed away at the age of
86 in January 24, 2018.

Since Mr. Sagawa had good memory, his testimony covered almost all time
and space in detail. We had to make an effort to reorganize and edit his huge
story. His testimonies as a witness in Kuriu-Rakusenen upon the food rationing
to the special prison, the Struggle for Human Rights in 1947, and the murder
case in 1950 were precious. The experiences in Minobu-Jinkyoen and his
restless effort to establish and manage the Hansen’s Disease Museum were the
important information that only Mr. Sagawa was able to tell us.

The characteristic feature of Mr. Sagawa’s story is that his storytelling is
basically bright. It seems that he was able to keep his composure because he
had an experience to survive the hellfire of the Bombing of Tokyo. Although
he went through hardship in his entire life, he never lost his composure to enjoy
picking wild vegetables and chestnuts. For the community activities, he played
humorous music and did acting to interact with non-Hansen’s disease people.

We are all happy to hear his healthy and bright voice through the interview
recording. We pray for the repose of Mr. Sagawa’s soul.

Keywords: Hansen’s disease, Segregation Policy, Zainichi Korean, life story
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