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Being a Plaintiff of Two Lawsuits:
Life Story of a Woman Who Spent Her Girlhood Days in the Nursing
Home Attached to a Hansen’s Disease Sanatorium

Yasunori FUKUOKA & Ai KUROSAKA

Ms. Ei Yamakawa is a woman born in Fukushima Prefecture in December
1950. We initially met her in September 6, 2005 when the plead on the appeal
of the Postmortem Paternity Lawsuit was held at the Tokyo High Court. “Ei
Yamakawa” is the pseudonym used in this lawsuit.

We attended the trial in response to the invitation of Mitsuo Kawashima (a
pseudonym), Hansen’s disease ex-patient. At that time, I (Fukuoka) presented
her a copy of my book Zainichi Kankoku-Chosenjin, since I already knew that
her father was a zainichi Korean. After that, we attended later trials with
Fukuoka’s seminar students in December 6 and January 17, 2006. We missed
the sentence in February 28 because I had to attend the doctoral dissertation
examination committee, and we heard that the court dismissed Yamakawa’s
appeal.

Somewhere in the three times we met her at the Tokyo High Court, we
applied for an interview with her. The answer was, “I don’t want to do because
I likely would confess everything even I did not tell my lawyer, if I get an
interview by you.” We were not disappointed because we accepted it as her
praise for our field worker skill.

At the beginning of 2016, the Compensation Lawsuit against the
Government by the Family Members of Hansen’s Disease Ex-patients was filed,
we heard that Yamakawa was one of the plaintiffs and were able to conduct an
interview with her in the support from her lawyer, Mr. Yasuhiro Akanuma. The
interview was practiced for 2 and a half hours at Mr. Akanuma’s law office.

Her first words were, “I clearly remember the reason why I turned down your
interview proposal last time. I thought that you would use hypnosis to urge me
to tell you even the memory I did not want to remember. I hate to remember my
youth memory. I was barely able to forget that memory. Why should I
remember and tell my bothering memory for you?” Mr. Akanuma said, “Ms.
Yamakawa is a person who wants to forget her old memory and does not want
to tell her story to others, I think.”

We are grateful that she willingly shared her story with us, eventually. She
was not eloquent and she made short answers to our questions. Only after
repeating same question in a similar way, we were able to grasp her real
intention. We tried to revive her original telling style when we organize her
interview. Some readers may feel rather irritating with her storytelling style, but
we believe that it is important to understand interviewee’s original style.
Keywords: Hansen’s disease patients’ family, Segregation Policy, attached
nursing home, life story
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