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Understanding the Current Status of Kimono Rental Services
and the Usage amongst University Students
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Abstract
The study investigated the kimono rental services and the actual usage of kimonos according to
scenes such as at sightseeing spots, accommaodation facilities, firework festivals and the coming-of-
age ceremony. In addition, we considered the issues that must be solved when kimonos are adopted
more in future daily life.
According to the analysis of the questionnaire survey, many, especially 80% to 90% of girls, were
found to respond that they had "worn in the past" or” plan to wear in the future" in all scenes. As to
the kimono rental services, more than 70% of respondents showed a future desire to use the service
at sightseeing spots and at accommaodation facilities. These results indicate that the use of kimono
has sank into the younger generation with a newer method to obtain, and suggest that the usage
will increase.
Survey on image of the kimono rental service revealed that the respondents felt a strong
convenience in being able to get dressed without the need for storage or care. On the other hand,
the service needs to contrive ways to tackle with issues such as the short next-day return system,
the need to introduce kimono rental security, and means to solve users' hygiene concerns.
By reducing prices and improving services, it is expected that the demand for kimono rental services
will increase in the future together with an increase in the number of scenes used. Enhancement and
popularization of kimono rental services will help young people familiarize with kimonos, increase
their chances to wear kimonos, and enhance their interest towards kimono culture, which in turn
will help pass on kimonos to the future in a new form.

Keywords : kimono rental service, usage, image of kimono, questionnaire survey
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