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“No Dissatisfaction, No Interest” Young People Without Political Consciousness: Based on Opinion
Surveys of High School Students on Politics (2016, 2017, 2019)
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In this study, we will examine the changes in voting behavior and political consciousness of young people
based on the results of opinion surveys of high school students in Saitama City. These surveys were
conducted after the 2016 House of Councilors elections, 2017 House of Representatives elections, and
2019 House of Councilors elections. The results of the survey show a reduction in the students’ interest
toward elections and motivation for voting in these three years. At the same time, there has been a
significant decline in the degree of dissatisfaction with politics, and mistrust of politicians. The decline
1n the negative image of politics and politicians alludes to young people losing political awareness rather
than an affirmation of the status quo.
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