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Political Consciousness Trends of 18-year-olds: A 5-year Survey Considering Political Attitudes and
Knowledge
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This study showed trends in political consciousness among 18-year-olds with respect to political
awareness, political support, voting behavior, and the influences of family (guardians), education, and
media, based on data from a 5-year survey of third-year high school students. Over half the polls
conducted at election times showed that students had difficulty establishing a position or maintaining
their interest in politics. Three out of four students considered voting to be a duty or obligation. However,
over half felt a sense of powerlessness, believing that government politics and policies were difficult to
change and that the sovereign had no real power to do so. Political party awareness was highest for the
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), exceeding 80%; political support and voting behavior were also
stronger for the LDP than any other political party. Smartphones, television, and family members were
major sources of access to political information, with smartphones becoming particularly influential.
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