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A Study on The Characteristics of Caregivers” Verbal Communication
to Children During Mealtime in Nursery Schools
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Abstract : This study focused on the expertise of caregivers to improve the quality of childcare and tried
to identify the characteristics of caregivers' verbal expressions to children in the mealtime scene in nursery
schools. Specifically, we categorized caregivers' verbal commands to children in terms of speech expression,
intention and children's age. The results showed that speech expressions were classified into 12 categories
and intentions into 9 categories. Furthermore, the relationship between speech expressions and intentions
was investigated using the categories obtained. The results revealed that caregivers' verbal communication
to children in eating situations were characterized by the use of group eating situations and the use of

speech expressions that took into account the children's developmental stage.
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