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Documentary Photographs and Anti-Vietnam War in Japan:
The Kitakyusyu Anti-Vietnam War Youth Committee and Its Direct
Action to Stop the Transportation of U.S. Ammunition Supply

Hideo ICHIHASHI

This article introduces documentary photographs taken in 1968 by the
Fukuoka Area Headquarters of the Socialist Youth League, a youth movement
organization of the "young worker" in Fukuoka. Before examining the photos,
the article describes the time and geographical context in which the photos were
taken. In the final section, some comments will be made on the meaning of
documentary photographs, problems in interpretation, and the significance of
visual materials, for writing social/labor movement history.

The main theme of the photographs introduced here was the nonviolent
direct action against the Vietnam War in 1968 conducted by the Kitakyushu
Anti-Vietnam War Youth Committee, which was formed mainly by the
individual members of Shaseido Fukuoka (Fukuoka Area Division of the
Socialist Youth League) who live in the Kitakyushu City area. The main action
was to prevent the transport of ammunition to the U.S. Yamada Ammunition
Depot, located in the middle of Kitakyushu City. However, the photographs
also recorded the worker’s "struggle against rationalization" at the Kitakyushu
City Council and the struggle for the removal of Itazuke U.S. Air Base
immediately after the crash of the RF-4C phantom jet reconnaissance plane to
a building under construction at Kyushu University. The latter accident had a
significant impact on the U.S. military base realignment policy in the Far East.

In the study of the history of the anti-Vietnam war movement in Japan,
there has been a considerable accumulation of research on the activities of
"Beheiren" movement as well as student movements. However, there is almost
no academic research on the anti-Vietnam war movement carried out by the
Anti-Vietham War Youth Committee, in which many young workers
participated across the country. Besides, there has been no work to reconsider
the uniform image attached to them: "extremists" who was wearing a helmet
and swinging a square timber alongside of the "violent" student activists.

The case study in this paper reveals that the anti-Vietnam movement in
Kitakyushu, which was highlighted by the anti-Vietnam movement to stop the
transportation of ammunition by the U.S. military, was a unique nonviolent
direct action initiated by the local Anti-Vietnam War Youth Committee, a
group of individual young workers of men and women in their teens and
twenties. It indicates that the study of the history of the anti-Vietnam war
movement in Japan requires the accumulation of local case studies, with an eye
for multidimensional analysis of the actors involved in the movement.

Keywords: Vietnam Anti-war Movement, 1968, Kitakyushu Anti-War Youth
Committee, Fukuoka Area Division of the Socialist Youth League (Shaseido
Fukuoka), U.S. Yamada Ammunition Depot, U.S. Army Base.
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