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The Last Childminders at Tatsuta Dormitory
Attached to Kikuchi Keifuen:

Interview on Hansen’s Disease Problems

Yasunori FUKUOKA & A1 KUROSAKA

On June 18, 2012, Yasunori Fukuoka and Ai Kurosaka visited Keifu-So, the
visitors’ lodge in Kikuchi Keifuen, a national Hansen’s disease sanatorium in
Koshi City, Kumamoto Prefecture to meet Ms. Chizue Kimura (born September
13, 1932, 79 years old at the time of hearing) and Ms. Miyoko Mori (born April
1, 1934, 78 years old at the time of hearing).

These two are the last nursery teachers at Tatsuta Dormitory, the orphanage
attached to Kikuchi Keifuen.

Despite being women born in a rural area in the early Showa era, both of
them graduated from senior high school which was changed from the old
system to the new one after the Second World War. Although their families were
not so wealthy, their parents’ support and their willingness to study made this
possible. Kimura worked at Tatsuta Dormitory in December 1952 and Mori in
April 1953. During this period, “Leprosy-Free Campaign” was swirling. But
their parents supported their daughters’ job, saying that tuberculosis is scary,
but leprosy is not contagious. It is interesting that they had such recognition
even though they were towners near the leprosy sanatorium.

In Tatsuta Dormitory, about 70 children from zero-year-olds to junior high
school students, whose parents had Hansen’s disease and were admitted to
Keifuen, lived in the dormitory. At the end of 1953, the director of Keifuen, Dr.
Matsuki Miyazaki, appealed that it was unfair that elementary school students
in Tatsuta Dormitory were not allowed to attend the local Kurokami Elementary
School, and demanded new first graders’ enrolment to the local school, and then
so-called “Kurokami School Incident” or “Tatsuta Dormitory Incident” broke
out. The majority of local residents organized a movement to refuse Tatsuta
Dormitory members’ enrolment to the school, and also strongly demanded the
shutdown of Tatsuta Dormitory itself.

From the story of the two, we learned that they tried to protect the children
from the prejudice and discrimination of the majority residents, and even after
the Tatsuta Dormitory was closed, they continued to work as the clerk of
Keifuen and keep their official residence as the home where the children from
Tatsuta Dormitory can come back during the Bon Festival or New Year holidays.
For the children who were labeled as “Uninfected Children”, the two dedicated
their whole lives without shaking their devotion to the children.

Keywords: Hansen’s disease problems, attached orphanage, Tatsuta Dormitory,
life story
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