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Analysis of Metaphorical Expressions in Japanese Compositions Written by Native Chinese and
Korean Speakers: From the Viewpoint of "index simile," "joined metaphor," and "contextual metaphor”

In this study, we examined the properties of metaphorical expressions in Japanese compositions written by native
Chinese and Korean speakers, considering the important factors that should be taken into consideration in Japanese
language education. Specifically, we analyzed metaphorical expressions based on the three categories of "index simile,"
"joined metaphor,” and "contextual metaphor" through compositions extracted from the Japanese Composition Corpus
with Verbatim Translation by Native Chinese and Korean Speakers. In general, a metaphor is considered to be rooted in
its mother tongue and hence may not be understood by the native speakers of other languages. We termed such hurdle as
"interlingual hurdle" to reveal that the categories of "index simile" and "contextual metaphor" inherently exhibit the
property of overcoming "interlingual hurdle," in contrast to "joined metaphor." It was observed that in the case of "joined
metaphor," etrors are especially likely to occur in the presence of the same linguistic expression but different conceptual

basis. Therefore, this study concludes that "joined metaphor" is of primary importance in Japanese compositions.

[Keyword] index simile, joined metaphor, contextual metaphor, Japanese composition,

contrastive study in Japanese & Chinese & Korean, interlingual hurdle
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