
Whenyouworkonadoctoraldissertationoramaster・sthesis,youmaywanttosubmityour

draftmanuscripttoaninternationaljournal.This・Keizaikagaku-Ronkyu・is,ofcourse,one

optiontowhichyoumaysubmit,butyoucanalsochallengeyourselftosubmittoajournal

outsideofSaitamaUniversity,inparticularifyourdoctoraldissertationconsistsofseveralinde-

pendentresearchchapters.Youmayfacesomedifficultyinfindingajournalsuitableforyour

submissionifyoudonotaccessareliableJournallistorifyoufindtoomanypossiblejournals

onsuchalist.

Thisdocumentofferssomenotestohelpyouunderstandthequantityandqualityofinterna-

tionaljournalsandtoprovideareferenceforyoutofindasuitablejournal.Understandingthe

qualityofjournalscanalsobehelpfulforconductingtheliteraturereviewforyourownwriting,

asyoucanselectmorehighlyregardedpaperstowhichyoushouldreferfromamongthemany

optionsinyoursearch.Itshouldbenotedthatthisdocumentmainlyappliestothefieldsof

economicsandeconometrics.Incaseyourresearchfieldbelongstoanothercategory,suchas

business,managementorlaw,youcanaskyoursupervisoraboutjournalselection.Alltheviews

expressedinthisdocumentaretheauthor・spersonalopinions,andnotauthorizedbySaitama

University.

1.JournalRanking

Youcanfirstcheckthetotalnumberandrankingofinternationaljournalsinthefieldof

economicsathttps://ideas.repec.org/top/top.journals.simple.html（IDEAS/RePEcSimpleImpact

FactorsforJournals）1,wherearound2,500journalsareindexed.My・personalrough・yardstick

fortheirqualityevaluationisasfollows:thejournalsrankedinthetop500arehighlyprofes-

sionalinwhichprominentandexperiencedprofessorsoftenpublishtheirpaperswiththeoretical

andempiricalcontributions;thoserankedas500�1,500aremiddle-qualityonesinwhichordinary

researcherspublishtheirworkswitheithertheoreticalorempiricalcontribution;andthose

rankedbelow1,500varysignificantlyintheirquality.Youcantargetthemiddle-qualityjournals

above,whenyousubmityourpaperforthefirsttime,althoughyoumayhaveafinalgoalto

publishinatop500journal.2 Mostjournalsfocusonasub-fieldwithineconomicsandyouare

likelytohavethemostsuccessandrelevantaudiencebymatchingthejournalfield.3 Youcan
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pickseveraljournalswhosenameseemstofitthetopicofyourpaperfromthiscategory.Then

youcanfurtherselectfromamongthesefollowingthesubsequentsteps.

Onereasonwhyyoumaybebestsubmittingtoamongthemiddle-qualityjournalsatyour

initialstageofresearchisthatthehigh-rankingjournalsarelikelytoleadtofrequentrejections

suchthatyoumaygetfrustratedanddemotivated,andthatlow-rankingjournalsposeaserious

riskofyourfallingvictimto・predatoryjournals・,aswillbementionedinthenextsection.

2.PredatoryJournal

Youshouldexclude・predatory・journalsfromyourselectionasasecondstep.Thepredatory

journalsinvolvecharginghighpublicationfeestoauthorswithoutcheckingarticlesforquality

andlegitimacy.Thereare,however,nopreciselistsforclearly-definedpredatoryjournals.The

websiteofhttps://predatoryjournals.com/journals/isoneofthereferencesforlisting・possible・

predatoryjournalsandpublishers・potentially・engaginginpredatorypractices（hereafter,the

possiblepredatoryjournals）.Youcancarefullycheckthepublishersaswellasthejournals

themselvesbythispossiblepredatoryjournallist.Roughlyspeaking,intheIDEAS/RePEc

rankinginSection1,thepossiblepredatoryjournalsarefoundfrequentlyfromtherankingwith

around1,000placeorlower.Inthissense,thecategoryofthemiddle-qualityjournalsinSection

1wouldoftenmakeyoufaceatrade-offinthefrequencybetweenyourpaper・srejectioninthe

higherrankandyourencounteringthepossiblepredatoryjournalsinthelowerrank.Thereason

whyyoushouldavoidsubmittingthepossiblepredatoryjournalsisthatthepublicationofyour

paperinthatjournalsmightalsodiscredityouroverallacademicperformancesinthecaseof

theirevaluation.

3.WebofScience

Thewebsite・WebofScience・（https://mjl.clarivate.com/home?PC=K）,ontheotherhand,

providesyouwiththelistofcrediblejournalswithhighquality.4 ThecorelistscontainSCIE

（ScienceCitationIndexExpanded,coveringclinical,naturalandappliedsciences）,SSCI（Social

SciencesCitationIndex,coveringsocialsciences）andESCI（EmergingSourcesCitationIndex,

coveringalldisciplines,lessqualifiedthanSCIEandSSCIfromimpactcriteria）.Youcanconfirm

thestatusofthejournalsyouselectbyinputtingthejournal・snameinthewebsite,orbydown-

loadingthejournallistofeachcategorywithexcel-sheetthroughyourlogging-in.

YourpublicationsappearingintheWebofSciencedatabasewouldbehighlyappreciatedas

partofyouracademicperformance,andthusitisworthchallengingyourselftosubmityour

paperinanycategoriesincludingESCI.Aninterestingnoteisthatthefrequencyofjournal-

listingintheWebofScienceisnotnecessarilylinkedtotheIDEAS/RePEcrankinginSection1.

TablebelowshowstheselectedsampleofthejournalsclassifiedintoSSCIandESCIunderthe

500thrankintheIDEAS/RePEcranking,inthefieldofEconomics,financeandAsianEconomy.

Youcanfindthatevenlower-rankingjournalsintheIDEAS/RePEchavethestatusofSSCIand

ESCI.IncasethatyoucouldnotmakeittopublishyourpaperintheWebofScience,thesecond-
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Table SampleofSSCI&ESCIJournalsunder500thRankintheIDEAS/RePEcRanking

Journal
IDEAS

Rankig

SSCI/

ESCI
Publisher

EconomicsBulletin 661 ESCI AccessEcon

EconomicAnalysisandPolicy 688 SSCI Elsevier

EasternEuropeanEconomics 689 SSCI Taylor&Francis

InternationalRealEstateReview 744 ESCI GSS

AsianEconomicPolicyReview 745 SSCI Wiley-Blackwell

StudiesinEconomicsandFinance 790 ESCI Emerald

FrontiersofEconomicsinChina 804 ESCI HEP

FinancialInnovation 817 SSCI Springer

JournalofAppliedEconomicResearch 876 ESCI SAGE

EconomicTheoryBulletin 960 ESCI Springer

JournalofSustainableFinance&Investment 965 ESCI Taylor&Francis

DecisionsinEconomicsandFinance 985 ESCI Springer

Asian-PacificEconomicLiterature 1018 SSCI Wiley-Blackwell

InternationalJournalofFinancialStudies 1022 ESCI MDPI

Economies 1029 ESCI MDPI

GlobalEconomyJournal 1031 ESCI WorldScientific

TheSingaporeEconomicReview 1032 SSCI WorldScientific

JournalofRiskandFinancialManagement 1042 ESCI MDPI

CogentEconomics&Finance 1055 ESCI Taylor&Francis

InternationalJournalofComputationalEconomicsandEconometrics 1061 ESCI Inderscience

JournalofEconomicIssues 1076 SSCI Taylor&Francis

ProgressinDevelopmentStudies 1109 SSCI SAGE

JournalofQuantitativeEconomics 1110 ESCI Springer

Asia-PacificJournalofAccounting&Economics 1116 SSCI Taylor&Francis

Sustainability 1123 SSCI MDPI

InternationalJournalofEconomicSciences 1155 ESCI IISES

AsiaandthePacificPolicyStudies 1171 SSCI Wiley-Blackwell

SouthAsianJournalofMacroeconomicsandPublicFinance 1200 ESCI SAGE

EastAsianEconomicReview 1311 ESCI KIIEP

EconomicAffairs 1318 ESCI Wiley-Blackwell

ForeignTradeReview 1320 ESCI SAGE

PublicBudgeting&Finance 1332 ESCI Wiley-Blackwell

ReviewofPacificBasinFinancialMarketsandPolicies 1348 ESCI WorldScientific

ScientificAnnalsofEconomicsandBusiness 1498 ESCI Sciendo

ReviewofEconomicPerspectives 1575 ESCI Sciendo

EconomicandPoliticalStudies（China） 1685 ESCI Taylor&Francis

InternationalJournalofAsianBusinessandInformationManagement 1881 ESCI IGI

EastAsianPolicy 2326 ESCI WorldScientific

Note TherankingabovewasretrievedinOctober,2020as・Simpleimpactfactors:allyears・.



bestoptionistochoosejournalswith・reliablepublishers・,forinstance,thoselistedinthe

rightmostcolumnofTableincludinge.g.,Elsevier,Taylor&Francis,Wiley-Blackwell,Emerald

andSpringer.

4.TheOtherNotesinYourSubmission

Thefollowingsaretheothernotesinyourpapersubmissiontojournalsingeneral.

�Theveryfirstthingyouhavetodoistoreadthejournal・s・authorguideline・carefully.The

guidelinedescribestheprinciplesofsubmissionandthedetailsofformattingyourmanu-

scriptintermsoftotalvolume,fontmodes,formsoftable,figureandreferences.

�Theimportantprinciplecommontoanyjournalsisthatthecontentofyourmanuscript

should・not・besubmittedoralreadypublishedinanotherjournal.5Thejournalworld

strictlyprohibitsanydoublesubmissions,andtheviolationofthisprinciplewouldlead

youtoariskthatyouareputonablacklist.

�Youmayberequiredtopayasubmissionfeeatatimeofyoursubmission,orapublication

feeincasethatyourmanuscriptisaccepted.Theydependonthejournalsyousubmit,and

thesefeesmightbecoveredbytheresearchbudgetofyoursupervisor.Sopleaseconsult

yoursupervisorinthatcase.

�Thereviewingprocessusuallytakesseveralmonths,sometimesevensixmonthsorlonger.

Afterwaitingforalongtime,youmayfinallygetadiscouragingdecisionof・rejection・or

・majorrevision・/・reviseandresubmit・withdozensofseverecommentsandsuggestions.

Remember,thereviewersarealmostalwaysvolunteeringacademicwhoserevisionsand

suggestionsareintendedtoimproveyourresearchorthepresentationofyourmanuscript.

�Evenwhentoldthepaperis・rejection・or・majorrevisions・,youdonothavetofeelsickjust

becausethisisquitecommonandusual.Aslongasyourmanuscriptisnotrejected,you

shouldcopewithany・revisions・bysincerelyrespondingtoeachreviewer・scomments,

sinceyourgivingupdoingsolessensthechancesofpublicationsandrefinementsofyour

manuscripts.

�Whenyouface・rejection・,youcantryonanotherjournalwithalowerranking.Incaseyou

needanearlierdecision,youcantryonsuchweb-journalsas・EconomicsBulletin・witha

reviewingperiodofaround50days.Onewayforyoutofeellessfrustratedduringthe

periodfrom submissiontopublicationistohaveanumberofdifferentmanuscriptsfor

submissionwithseveraljournals,notjuststickingtoasinglemanuscript.

Acknowledgments:IgreatlyappreciateDr.TimothyBolt,Dr.KentakaArugaandDr.TakeshiOsadafor

theircontributionstoinputtingvariableresourcesandcommentsinthisdocument.

1 ThewebsiteoftheIDEAS/RePEc（https://ideas.repec.org/）isworthvisiting,sinceitcontainsaplenty

ofinformationsuchasjournals,papersandauthorsintheworld.Youcanregisterthewebsiteforfree
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andidentifytherankingofyourself.Itshouldbenoted,however,thatthewebsitedoesnotnecessarily

coverallthejournalsandpapersintheworld.

2 Thechoiceofthejournalstowhichyousubmitdependsbasicallyonyourtime-horizonofyour

paper・spublication.Ifyourtimeallowed,itwouldbeworthsubmittingyourpapertohigh-ranking

journalssothatyoucangetvaluablecomments.Pleasediscussthisissuewithyoursupervisor.

3 Itisnotuncommontogetaveryquick・deskrejection・（submissionisrejectedbyeditorwithoutgoing

throughpeerreview）iftheeditorfeelsthattopicisnotsuitedtothejournalorthearticlefailstomeet

atechnicalguidelinefromthejournal.

4 TherearemanyothersocalledWhiteListthatlistscrediblejournals:DOAJ（https://doaj.org）,OASPA

（https://oaspa.org）,COPE（https://publicationethics.org/）,ABDC JournalQuality List（https://

abdc.edu.au/research/abdc-journal-list/）,andSCOPUS（https://www.scopus.com/）.

5 Itisusuallyfinetohavepublishedadraftofyourpaperasa・discussionpaper・,・workingpaper・or

conferencepresentationforfeedback.Pleaseaskyoursupervisorforconfirmation.
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