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(Summary)

The Meaning of the Existence of Kings in Spanish Politics

NAGATA Tomonari

The monarchy is known as the oldest system of governance, and this system still exists in the 21*
century. If you make an intuitive judgement, you may perhaps think that the monarchy is in contradiction
to democracy.

This article gives an overview of the Spanish case and clarifies why the monarchy still exists.
Specifically, after organizing the discussions of previous studies on (1) whether or not the monarchy is an
excellent form of state, and (2) how the collapsed monarchy differs from the maintained monarchy, I will
present the findings obtained by making comparisons with the case of Spain, through which I hope to
contribute to the theory of comparative politics.

As a result of the examination in this paper, the following findings were obtained. As far as the case of
Spain is concerned, the transition from a monarchy to a republic is quite difficult, and it is thought that the
success or failure of the republic depends on what form of governance was adopted in the pre-modern
period. It was also found that it is important to leave the country, such as when the monarch goes into
exile, before the confrontation with the people becomes decisive, so that the monarchy itself cannot be

questioned.
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