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The Usage of Conjectural Expressions Tarou and Tadarou

in Literature and Its Background:
Focused on Meishi Kei Bun in Tarou

LI Xiran

This paper is based on the research result of Li (2020), which
compares past tense conjectural expressions Tarou and Tadarou, using
sentences from literature that are collected from BCCW]J corpus. Firstly,
this paper reconfirms the result that the use of Meishi Kei Bun (Sentences
which preceding word of conjectural expression is noun or noun-ish) in
Tarou is prominent, as Li (2020) concludes. Following that, three
hypotheses are introduced as below to find out why the trend in the usage
mentioned above could be observed.

Hypothesis 1

Effect from Alveolar Plosives: [t,d]

When Da is inserted between the conjectural expressions and its
preceding words, Meishi Kei Bun in both Tarou (which refers to Dattarou)
and Tadarou (which refers to Dattadarou) is difficult to pronounce due
to the alveolar plosives: [t,d]. In this case, Dattarou is preferred because
of its relatively simple pronounciation.

Hypothesis 2

Effect from Doushi Kei Bun Whose Preceding Verb of Conjectural

Expression Is Aru

Doushi Kei Bun (sentences which preceding word of conjectural
expression is verb or auxiliary verb) using 7arou, with the preceding verb
of conjectural expression, Aru, affects the usage of Meishi Kei Bun using
Tarou.

Hypothesis 3

Effect from the Use of Non-past Tense Conjectural Expression

Dearou

The use tendency of non-past tense conjectural expression Dearou is
similar to that of Deattarou, one kind of Meishi Kei Bun in Tarou. These
two kinds of expressions have an influence on each other.

Keywords: Conjectural Expression, Tarou, Meishi Kei Bun, Use
Tendency
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