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How Learners of Japanese Accept Intransitive and

Transitive Verbs
A comparative survey of native speakers and learners

MOCHIZUKI Masami

In this study, I conducted a comparative survey of native speakers and
learners to investigate how Japanese learners interpreted intransitive and
transitive verb sentences.

As a result, even though the conversational sentences were at the
beginner level, only 30% of the learners (JLPT-N3 level and above) read
them the same way as the native speakers. When they omitted the subject,
the native speakers tended to judge that the agent of the transitive verb
sentence was the speaker unless there was a particular context before or

after the sentence. However, Japanese learners did not exhibit this

tendency. Half of the native speakers considered an intransitive verb
sentence to be the result of negligence. Some perceived such sentences
to be the result of a third party’s actions. On the other hand, many
learners regarded intransitive verb sentences to be the result of an event
that occurred naturally.

The process of learning Japanese might have influenced the
aforementioned differences. The study findings hold implications for the
future of Japanese language education, such as the need to reconsider
methods for learning the meanings of intransitive and transitive verbs
and teaching based on the reception, rather than production, of
intransitive and transitive verbs.

Keywords: intransitive verbs, transitive verbs, Japanese textbooks,
vocabulary acceptance and production

89





