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A Study of “Nokamosirenai”
From the Actual Usage of the JCK Essay Corpus

MATSUMOTO Masafumi

The “no + modality expression” is very complex, with nuances and
functions differing depending on the presence or absence of “no”. In this
paper, we observed the actual usage of “no + modality expressions” by
native speakers of Japanese in the JCK essay corpus and proposed a
guideline for their usage as a strategy for producing “rnokamosirenai”,
one of the “no + modality expressions”.

In this paper, we propose a usage of “no” in “no + modality
expressions” as a “weakening of the speaker's grasp of the situation”. In
the case of (a), “kamosirenai” should be used, and in the cases of (b) and
(¢), “nokamosirenai’ should be used to make the usage more natural.

(a) Situations in which the existence of “infinitely definite”
possibilities can be said to exist.

(b) Situations in which it is impossible to say that there is an
“infinitely definite” possibility

(c) Situations in which the existence of “infinitely definite”
possibility cannot be stated.

Keywords: nokamosirenai, kamosirenai, JCK essay corpus
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