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The Meaning and Function of -te okure and Related

Expressions
Naomi Inoue

The expression -te okure has undergone a diachronic transition
and has been rarely used in everyday conversation in modern Japanese,
but this does not mean that it is not being used at all. This paper aims to
clarify the meaning and function of -fe okure and its related expressions
in modern Japanese, such as -tokure and -te okunnasai. First, this study
describes its characteristics using data from a corpus of written Japanese
and discusses the differences between -te okure and -te kure. Afterward,
it explains how -fe okure is not only uttered as a role-oriented “directive
expression” in contemporary times but is also widely used in written
language as a “deontic expression” or “desiderative expression.”

Keywords: -te okure, items outside JLPT examination standards,
directive expression,
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