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Protests against the USS Enterprise Call at Sasebo and
the Anti-Vietnam War Citizens' Movement in Fukuoka

Hideo Ichihashi

The "protests against the USS Enterprise call at the Sasebo" ("Sasebo
Struggle") refers to the violent protests in January 1968, in which
opposition political parties, the General Council of Trade Unions in
Japan (Sohyd), student movement organizations, and citizens' and
cultural movement groups widely engaged in protest actions over the
docking of the US nuclear-powered aircraft carrier Enterprise at Sasebo
port. Many Japanese people feared that the visit of the Enterprise would
lead to the ‘nuclearization’ of Japan and Japan’s deeper involvement in
the Vietnam War. The Enterprise arrived at the port on the morning of
19th January and departed on the 23rd.

At the time, the mass media extensively reported on the clash
between the students of the three factions and the security police that
occurred on the two bridges leading to the Sasebo US Naval Base. They
simultaneously reported the "birth of the citizens of Sasebo", meaning
that the gathering citizens became sympathetic to and eager to protect
the "physical force" students, who were armed with helmets and long
wooden sticks on their hands, from the brutal violence of the riot police.

At the root of these reports is the dichotomy of the "physical force"
and the "moral force", the ‘violence’ and the ‘nonviolence’, often used
in the study of the history of social and popular movements, and at
Sasebo, it is understood that mutuality and multilayered nature were
generated between the two in the course of the struggle.

This paper describes the Sasebo struggle experiences of the citizens
and students who are members of the anti-Vietham war citizens'
movement in Fukuoka. Especially, analysing the involvement of the
three students in detail, this paper not only points out the mutuality and
multilayered nature of the two "forces" but also examines the dimensions
that cannot be understood by the dichotomous typology of "extremists"
and "citizens". The oral history method used in this paper has the utility
of clarifying the subjective and emotional dimensions of the protests.

This focus on the fluid nature of the protest participants also seeks to
bring to light the grassroots energy and dynamism of movements that are
often overlooked in the history of social movements, which tends to
evaluate social movements primarily in terms of their achievements,
sustainability and effectiveness, leaving behind the actual people’s
feelings and actions.
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