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A Study on “Haika-shoga-kyodai” painted by
Utagawa Toyokuni III

Mieko NAKA

This article attempts to elucidate the entire scope of Utagawa Toyokuni
III’s picture series, “Haika-shoga-kyodai”, while considering the creator's
underlying intention.

Utagawa Toyokuni III, was a painter who established the golden age of
the genre of ukiyo-e depicting kabuki actors and is regarded as having been at
the pinnacle of both quality and quantity.

However, although there is previous research on Toyokuni III, including
Iijima Kyoshin’s research, there are still many unexplored works, and “Haika-
syoga-kyodai” is one of them.

The series “Haika-shoga-kyoddai” consists of 36 separate pictures, the
composition of each consists of a combination of the title of the series, the
picture of an actor and a strip of paper with haiku poem and the name of a
haiku poet.

The bibliographic information of “Haika-shoga-kyddai” in the collection
of the National Diet Library, which is the subject of this article, has been
revealed, but it has to date not been studied.

The collection of the Tsubouchi Memorial Theater Museum at Waseda
University contains bibliographic information, as well as some of the actors'
names, the titles of the kabuki program, and the names of the cast.

In addition to bibliographic information, previous research based on the
series preserved at the National Institute of Japanese Literature have
considered the work to be derived from the haikai poetic practice of pairing
poems (“kukyddai”) and pictures (“ekyoddai”), as well as clarifying the
historical background of the series in the restrictions on the publication of
actors' pictures during the Tempo's reforms.

In view of the previous research, the study of “Haika-shoga-kyddai” has
not yet considered why the haiku and the haiku poet were chosen as a
combination of a single picture of an actor, and the overall meaning of the
series is ambiguous.

This article is based on the consideration that the author(s), while being
constrained by Tempo's reforms, used the expressive styles of “kukyddai” and
“ekyodai” to circumvent the restrictions and it presents a new viewpoint that
the series can be considered kind of a game, where the viewer guesses the title
of the kabuki program and cast name based upon haiku and name of haiku poet
written on strip.

In fact, the paper clarifies the hidden hints by analysing six examples of
“Haika-shoga-kyodai”.
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At the same time, the paper ponders on the depth and high level of a
common knowledge and acceptance of haiku, kabuki, and actor pictures
among both the creators and readers of the time and demonstrates, the comic
sprit of the age.

Moreover, I believe that I was able to depict a new aspect of the Edo era
in which the three literary spheres of haiku, kabuki, and actors' pictures were
interacting more actively than imagined.

Keywords: Haika-shoga-kyoddai, Utagawa Toyokuni III, actors' picture, ukiyo-
e, haikai poetry, kabuki
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