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A Life Story of a Man Who Survived Segregation Policy:

An Interview of a Resident in Kikuchi Keifuen
Yasunori FUKUOKA and Ai KUROSAKA

This is the life story of a man who was an ex-patient of Hansen’s
disease. KM, the interviewee, was 80 years old when we conducted this
interview. The interview took place in Kikuchi Keifuen, one of the
national Hansen’s disease sanatoriums in Japan, in December 2010. He
was the president of the Association of Kikuchi Keifuen Residents at the
time. His narrative shows us the reality of his life during and after World
War II, under the Leprosy Prevention Law.

KM was born in Oita in 1930. When he was 12 years old, he entered
Keifuen. In 1945 the sanatorium was attacked by U.S. military aircraft,
and some residents were killed. He was able to survive by jumping into
a bomb shelter which he and other young residents had dug. He was
deeply relieved when he heard the news that the war had ended.

In 1950, he married a woman who was also a resident of the
sanatorium. At that time Keifuen residents lived in zakkyo beyas, where
men and women were forced to live separately in crowded conditions.
There were not any dormitories for couples yet, so KM had to go to the
woman’s dormitory to see his wife. When his wife got pregnant, she hid
the fact not only from the sanatorium authorities but also from him,
because she knew that if the authorities found out, the pregnancy would
be terminated. In the seventh month of pregnancy, the authorities and
KM discovered her pregnancy. She was forced to have the abortion.

When KM was 30 years old, he left the sanatorium with his wife,
and they lived outside the sanatoriums in Tokyo for 29 years. The boss
of an accessory craft company hired him knowing he was an ex-patient
of the disease. KM was able to work for the company until retirement.
However, he and his wife faced discrimination and had to change their
apartment three times because of discrimination by their neighbors.

They were unable to find housing, and entered Tama Zenshoen, a
national Hansen’s disease sanatorium in Tokyo. KM experienced the
Hansen’s Disease Government Liability Lawsuit (1998-2001) as a
member of the central executive committee of the All Japan-Association
of Hansen’s Disease Sanatorium Residents. In 2000 he returned to
Keifuen with his wife and lived there until he died in 2015.

Keywords: Hansen’s disease, segregation policy, Leprosy Prevention
Law, life story
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